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June 16, 2019 



 
Weekend Mass 
  Saturday:  5:00 PM 
  Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM 
 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
 6:00 PM 
 

Daily Mass 
  Mon-Fri: 6:30 AM, 12:05 PM  
  Saturday:  8:00 AM 
 
Confession 
 Saturday: 3:30 pm - 4:45 pm 
 Tuesday: 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 
Morning Prayer 
 Mon-Sat: 6:10 AM 
 
Rosary 
 Mon-Fri:  11:40 AM 
  Saturday:  7:50 AM 
 
Adoration  
  Perpetual in the Reservation Chapel 
 

  
Parish Office: 
  Phone:  402-896-9675    
  Emergency: 402-896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, M-F 
 
Pastor:  Fr. David Belt  
 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Padraic Stack  
 
Deacons: 
  Dcn. Ernie Abbott  
  Dcn. Chuck Botdorf 
  Dcn. Denny Dethlefs  
  Dcn. Jerry Kozney  
  Dcn. Marty Warwick 
 
Staff Contact Info:  stephen.org/staff  
 
Facility Reservations: 
Contact Angie at 402-861-4502 or 
a.carnazzo@stephen.org 

 
Bulletin Deadline:  
Submit requests to 
a.hartwig@stephen.org by  
3 pm on the Thursday one week (10 
days) prior to the bulletin publication. 

 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
Please stop by the Welcome Table in 
the Gathering Space after Mass to 
introduce yourself and learn how we 
can support your faith journey. 
Questions? Contact Cathy Ashton at 
402-896-4507, c.ashton@stephen.org. 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
“When the Lord established the heavens… when he fixed 
fast the foundations of the earth… then was I beside him… 
and I was his delight day by day, playing before him all the 
while, playing on the surface of his earth; and I found 
delight in the human race.” 
 

In one of the most endearing images of the Old Testament, the author of 
Proverbs presents the character of Wisdom as a child playing before an 
everlasting Father. As Wisdom plays, creation comes into being, so that she 
has a beautiful place to play. In the Father’s act of creating, Wisdom finds joy 
in the presence of the human race. 
 
It is a strange concept for us to think of God “delighting” in us. We would 
rather focus upon our sinfulness and our unworthiness than rejoice in the 
fact that God loves us. If we really did believe that we are God’s delight, that 
realization would have an effect on how we live every day. We would be more 
joyful, more grateful, and even more aware of God’s loving care in every 
detail of our lives. 
 
This week, I encourage you to be aware of God’s awesome love, present in 
the world and in your lives. Think about how much love it takes for the 
Creator to form us in the womb and give us the breath of life. Let joy and 
gratitude fill your thoughts and words this week, knowing that you are God’s 
chosen ones, holy and precious in His sight! 
 
“God dwells in our heart by faith, and Christ by his Spirit, and the Holy Spirit 
by his purities; so that we are also a cabinet of the mysterious Trinity; and 
what is this short of heaven itself, but as infancy is short of manhood and 
letters of words?” –Jeremy Taylor 
 
God bless you! 
 
Fr. Dave Belt 
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Sadie Isabella Escobar, daughter of Moises & Jennifer Escobar 
Owen Ryan Hicks, son of Derek & Amy Hicks 
Forrest William Kruse, son of Jacob & Alexandria Kruse 
Katie Marie Palik, daughter of Joshua & Emily Palik 
Thomas Hugh Urbanski III, son of Thomas II & Jessica Urbanski  

Every month about 300 or more people come together to worship God at Ablaze -- 
Catholics, non-Catholics, teens, young adults, parents, and grandparents. This is a 
great place for your whole family, young and old, to experience more of the Holy 
Spirit. Please join us June 21 at 7 p.m. at St. John’s-Creighton for the next Ablaze. 
Learn more:  www.ablazeworship.org    

Let us pray for all fathers, who are especially called to manifest the love of the 
Blessed Trinity in their families and the world, that they will encourage vocations to 
the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life among their children. Let us thank 
them for their strength, faithfulness, and patience. As the seeds of vocation are sown 
in the family, the following might be one of your prayers at home, as suggested by 
Serra International. “Lord, we thank you for our children. You are Father and Mother 
to us; help us to be good parents. Make our home a place of life and love, where 
strangers are welcome and sins are forgiven. Make us a family, Lord. Whatever you 
may call our children to be, give us the grace to say ‘yes’ and let go of their lives. May 
our family’s love extend beyond our table and be a blessing for the whole world. 
Help us to have a part in making your Kingdom come. Amen. 

http://stephen.org/staff/
http://www.ablazeworship.org/
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Adult Faith Formation 
Are you seeking opportunities to learn and 
grow in the Catholic faith? We're here to 
support you!  
 
Explore opportunities: 
stephen.org/adult-faith-formation 
 
Contact: Cathy Ashton at 402-861-4507 
or c.ashston@stephen.org 
 
 
 
 
Sacraments 
Getting married? Having a baby? Needing 
an anointing?  
 
Baptisms: 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays at 
1:30 pm.  Parents are required to 
attend a preparation classes prior to 
their child’s Baptism.  Contact parish 
office to schedule and to register for a 
class.   

 
Weddings: 
Preparation for Marriage begins at 
least 6 months prior to the desired 
wedding date. Contact parish office for 
more information. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
By the sacred anointing of the sick and 
the prayer of the priests the whole 
Church commends those who are ill to 
the suffering and glorified Lord, that 
he may raise them up and save them. 
Contact Dcn Denny at 402-861-4538 or 
d.dethlefs@stephen.org. 

 

Become Catholic 
Do you feel called to join the Catholic 
Church?   
 
The Becoming Catholic! RCIA 
Program will help you deepen your 
relationship with Jesus by increasing 
your knowledge of the Catholic Church 
and Holy Scripture. This program will 
prepare you for full communion into His 
Church at the Easter Vigil. Contact Scott 
and Julie Tylski at tylskisj@cox.net or 
Cathy Ashton at 402-861-4507 or 
c.ashston@stephen.org. 

 

Yes, Honey, I Was Listening: Marriage and Prayerful Hope, June 22 – 23 retreat for 
married couples with Deacon James Keating, Ph.D. This retreat will assist couples in 
securing a realistic vision of how intimacy occurs through communication both with 
one’s spouse and with God in prayer. There will be conferences on the theme, 
spiritual direction, silence and prayer, time for couple conversation and Mass. We 
encourage especially younger couples to attend. Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to Sunday after 
lunch.  
 

Seeking God Together, June 28 - 29, with The New York Times bestselling author 
and Benedictine Oblate Kathleen Norris. Spiritual formation is part of life, for 
monastics, married couples, parents, children, members of faith communities. But 
formation is difficult, and demands that we be accountable to others. Norris will bring 
stories of her own formation, as well as those of monastics, and invite participants to 
bring their stories to share. Her presentations will be at once intimate and historical, 
rich in poetry and meditations, brimming with exasperation and reverence, deeply 
grounded in both nature and spirit, sometimes funny, often provocative and always 
important. Friday, 7:30 p.m. to Saturday, 4:00 p.m.  
 

Register at www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819. 

The Archdiocese of Omaha is partnering The Global Leadership Summit to offer a 
livestreamed, two-day Christian leadership formation event with other leaders from 
across the Archdiocese of Omaha! Save the Date: Thursday-Friday, August 8-9, 2019.  

 
MEN'S, June 21-23, 2019 - Spiritual Director, Fr Padraic Stack 
WOMEN'S, June 28-30, 2019 - Spiritual Director, Fr Marcus Knecht 
 

CEC is a combined effort of laity and clergy offering a personal encounter with Jesus 
over a 2½ day weekend experience, beginning on Friday evening and ending on 
Sunday night. You are strengthened spiritually as you live and study with priests and 
laity with talks, discussion, prayer, and song. Held at the Archdiocesan Retreat and 
Conference Center, St. Joseph Hall, 3330 N. 60th St., Omaha, the all-inclusive cost is 
$80 for food & lodging. Pre-registration is required. If married, both spouses are 
encouraged to make a CEC weekend in the same season or within a year of one 
another. Anyone who has been on a Christians Encounter Christ Weekend can serve 
as your “sponsor” or we can get you a sponsor. To register, contact your CEC 
Parish rep, Karen Hardy, 402-689-3993, k.hardy@stephen.org. More info at 
www.cecomaha.org.  

Join Seeking Truth and teaching director Sharon Doran for the study of GENESIS.  Still 
spots available in the live Metro class meeting on Thursday evenings at Creighton 
Prep High School beginning on Thursday Sept 12th.  All are welcome, please register 
now at www.SeekingTRUTH.net  If you get the beginning wrong, you get everything 
wrong! Come join us for this delightful & foundational study of the twists & turns of 
fallen humanity and hidden promises of redemption. 

https://stephen.org/adult-faith-formation/
http://www.SeekingTRUTH.net
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School  
Grades PreK-8 
 
Considering a Catholic Education for your 
children? St. Stephen the Martyr School is 
united in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, 
community, and learning. 
 
Website: 
school.stephen.org 
 
Phone: 402-896-0754 
Email: school@stephen.org 
Principal: Julie Perrault  
Assistant Principal: Dr. Joe Greco 
 

 
Religious Education 
Grades PreK-8 
 
Do you want to build a strong Catholic 
faith foundation in your children? We can 
help! St. Stephen’s offers religious 
education for children 3 years old 
through 8th grade. 
 
Website: 
stephen.org/religious-education 
 
Phone: 402-896-5683 
Contact: China Weil 
Email: c.weil@stephen.org 

 
 
Youth Ministry 
Grades 6-12 
 
Did you know that 13 year's old is the 
average age that youth leave the Church? 
We're here to help! Our Youth Ministry 
programs are designed to keep youth 
actively Catholic and to provide real 
answers to real questions. 
 
Website: 
stephen.org/youth-ministry  
 
Phone:  402-861-4509 
Contact: Laura Bogue 
Email: l.bogue@stephen.org 
 

 
Children’s Liturgy 
Ages 4-8 
During the school year, children are 
welcome to gather for an age-
appropriate bible lesson during 5 PM, 
9 AM and 10:30 AM Masses. Children 
will be dismissed from Mass after the 
welcome and return prior to the 
Eucharist. 

 

Accepting New Students  
St. Stephen the Martyr School is now accepting new students in 
our preschool - 8th grade classes! Enrollment forms are 
available in the school office or at school.stephen.org/
registration. Call to set up your tour today! 
 

Ways to Support 
TAGG your purchases and a percentage of your bill will be 
donated to our school!  
 

Used Uniform Sale—July 21 from 8:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Don’t Miss Out! Stop by to purchase used uniforms at incredible prices and support 
the SSM Home & School Association! 20% of the sale proceeds go to support the SSM 
Home & School Association. Want to shop early? Keep an eye out for the Volunteer 
sign-up genius! Drop Off Window: June 24th – July 17th. Learn more: 
school.stephen.org/used-uniform-sale-july-21  
 

Calendar: 
July 21: Used Uniform Sale 
Aug. 15: Back to School Night 
Aug. 19: First Day of School 

 
Welcome China Weil, our new Director of Religious Education!   
Please stop in, introduce yourself and welcome her to St. Stephen’s. China is looking 
forward to meeting our families and catechists and preparing for a busy, exciting R.E. 
year!  
 

Roar Vacation Bible School 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered or attended VBS.  We had a wonderful week 
of exploring that ‘Life is wild, God is good’ with our children and youth! Special thanks 
to our adult volunteers, without whom we couldn’t have VBS. This year, we are 
especially grateful to two staff members who worked hard to make sure that VBS 
would be successful: Rhonda Richeson and Eileen Smith. Rhonda Richeson planned 
and coordinated VBS until she left in May, and Eileen Smith, who took over 
coordinating all the many last minute details, decorating and running the actual VBS 
week.   
 

R.E. 2019-20 Registration and Catechist Sign-up 
Classes resume on August 20/21 and August 18  for Sunday School. Visit our website 
or stop by the RE office for registration forms and information. Tuition assistance is 
available thanks to the generosity of many individuals and organizations in our parish. 
Thank you to our catechists and volunteers who have already signed up for next year!   
 

Calendar 
Aug. 8: Catechist/Coordinator Mandatory Fall Meeting, Dining Room, 6:30 pm 
Aug. 11: Sunday School Open House after 9:00 & 10:30 am Masses 
Aug. 18: Sunday School Begins, 9 & 10:30 am 
Aug. 20/21:  R.E. Begins 
Aug. 20/21:  R.E. Parent Meetings, GPC, during class times 

 
Life Teen & Edge 
We have many fun social and service events planned throughout the summer, 
including favorite traditions such as our annual Faith Factor Fun Night, Family Beach 
Retreat & Potluck, and Hearts Open Wide stewardship opportunities serving the 
needs of our community. All summer activities are open to all incoming 6th graders 
through our recent high school graduates, as well as siblings or friends who are close 
in age. 
 

Calendar 
June 23: Faith Factor, 7-9 pm, GPC 
July 21: Movie Night, 7-9:15 pm, GPC 
Aug. 11: Family Beach Retreat/Potluck, 2-5 pm 
Aug. 25: Teen Trivia Night, 7-9 pm, GPC 
  
Hearts Open Wide: Youth Service Squad 
Over the summer we’ll be continuing our Sundae Sundays at the Country House, will 
be serving dinner to the clients residing at the Stephen Center, and will again be 
participating in the annual Brush-Up NE Paint-a-thon. Family participation is always 
welcome and encouraged. Online registration is required. Visit: stephen.org/youth-
service-opportunities  
 

HOW Calendar 
June 23: Stephen Center  
Aug 10 & 17: Brush up Nebraska 
June 30 & July 28: Sundae Sunday 

https://school.stephen.org/
https://stephen.org/religious-education/
https://stephen.org/youth-ministry/
https://school.stephen.org/registration/
https://school.stephen.org/registration/
https://school.stephen.org/used-uniform-sale-july-21/
https://stephen.org/youth-service-opportunities/
https://stephen.org/youth-service-opportunities/
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Things are really heatin' up over at the ole' 
Trading Post. We need to find us some sellers. If 
you grow it, cook it or make it, you can sell it! 
Give us a holler if you want to set up shop at 
the Parish Festival.  Vendor ideas include farm 
stand with produce, jams/jellies/pies, fall home 
décor, etc. 
 

Contact Nicole Neesen at (402) 861-4540 or 
n.neesen@stephen.org for more information. 
 

The Festival will be on Sunday, August 17 from 
noon - 9 PM 

 
Do you want to get more involved in our 
parish community? Are you looking for 
ways to serve others? Are you being called 
to participate in the Liturgy?  
 
Visit: stephen.org/community 
 
 

 
Sunday Stewardship 
 
No report for weekend of 6/9/19 due to 
vacation schedules.                

 
Reflection 
   
“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he 
will guide you to all truth...” (John 16:13) 
 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to help us 
know and live the truth. To prepare 
ourselves, we need to open our hearts 
to receive this gift before we can give it. 
Develop a daily prayer routine. Talk and 
listen to the Holy Spirit. This is best 
done in silence, when we can hear His 
response. 
 
Give online at stephen.org/give 

 
 
 
 

Are you being called to be an EMHC 
and/or a Lector?  We’re excited for your 
interest in these important 
ministries!  Trainings are held in August. 
Let Karen know by July 7.  
Learn more:  
stephen.org/news-events  
 
Altar Server Training for students 
entering grades 5-8 is in August. More 
details: 
stephen.org/news-events  
 
Contact: Karen Hardy at 
k.hardy@stephen.org  or 402- 861-4537 

Parish families and friends are welcome to sign 
up for the Knights of Columbus golf and 
fundraiser event on Sunday, June 23 at Tiburon 
Golf Club. The format is 9-hole, best ball, 4-
person scramble. Shot gun start 2 PM with pin 
prizes and putting contest followed by 
appetizers and cash bar.  Proceeds from the 
raffle and silent auction will be for water 
purification kits for the IXIM mission to 
Guatemala.  The fee is $40 per person. Singles 
welcome.  
 

Call or text Steve Cinnamon at 402-669-3441 to register. 

 
July 14 — Melodrama at Mahoney! $7 per person prepaid to Pat.  
 

August 27 —”Happy Camper Picnic” at 6 PM in the GPC. $6 per person prepaid to 
Moe. Meat and desserts are provided. Please bring a veggie, potato dish, or salad to 
share. BYOB. FYI: we will pass the hat to cover our singer. 
 

2nd and 4th Thursdays — Monthly Cards, Games and Conversation at 1 PM in 
the GPC.  Please bring an item for the food pantry and a snack to share.  

 

Prime Timers activities are open to anyone who would like to attend. Questions?  
Contact Moe (402-896-2577), Jan (402-592-1298), Pat (402-201-7945).  

This year we again invited applications from both high school and college students 
here in the parish for our annual scholarship program. This award takes into 
consideration their service and participation in faith based activities. We have chosen 
the recipients and would like to congratulate these young men and women! 
High school students receiving a $250 one year award: 

Derek Venner, Alexander Rice, Diasmuid Reisbig, and Elizabeth Coras 
College students receiving a $500 one year award: 

Max Korensky, Brett Venner, Katie Belfiore, and Anna Finger 
Please join us in congratulating these deserving students and their families!! 

A pyx is a small container that one uses to carry the consecrated hosts (Eucharist) to 
those sick or those who otherwise are unable to come to church to receive Holy Com-
munion.  If you have one and could return it to the Sacristy that would be appreciat-
ed.  Your ministry to visit our sick is a Corporal Work of Mercy and bringing Holy Com-
munion is an added blessing. Thank you. 

We are seeking volunteers to assist with our parish grounds, upkeep and gardens. If 
interested in sharing your time and talent please contact Buz at (402) 306-0625 (cell) 
or b.fleissner@stephen.org.  

A softball game between the priests of Lincoln and Omaha Diocese will be held at Werner 
Park on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 16 from 6-10 PM. The game, which raises money 
for the vocations offices in both dioceses, is sponsored and organized by the Nebraska 
Knights of Columbus. Our very own Fr. Padraic Stack will be playing! So, come out and 
cheer him on! You can buy individual and family tickets at  www.ticketreturn.com. 
Tailgating begins at 1:00 PM and gates open at 4:30 PM. The first pitch will be at 6:00 PM.  

https://stephen.org/community
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/news-events/
https://stephen.org/news-events/
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Do you know of someone, including 
yourself, who is being admitted to the 
hospital, nursing home, hospice care or 
a rehabilitation facility and would 
appreciate a pastoral visit offering 
spiritual comfort and prayer?   
Contact Dcn Denny at 402-861-4538 or 
d.dethlefs@stephen.org. 

 
Monday, June, 17 
6:30 am SI Bill Cremes (PS) 
12:05 pm † Stanley Krupa (PS) 
 
Tuesday, June 18 
6:30 am † Jeanne Hopkins (PS) 
12:05 pm † Joe Tiesi (PS) 
5:30 pm Confessions (PS) 
 
Wednesday, June 19 
6:30 am SI Dan DeLuca (PS) 
12:05 pm † Ron Peters (PS) 
 
Thursday, June 20 
6:30 am † Linda Hendricks (CS) 
12:05 pm † Bill Lutz (OSB) 
 
Friday, June 21 
6:30 am SI Jean Stover (PS) 
12:05 pm SI Grace Gohr (PS) 
 
Saturday, June 22 
3:30 pm Confessions (CS) 
 8:00 am SI Bertie Lutz (ME) 
5:00 pm † Dave Pykiet (ME) 
 
Sunday, June 23 
7:30 am † Dan Britten (ME) 
9:00 am † Joyce Gaebel (PS) 
10:30 am † Robert Rupprecht (PS) 
12:00 pm  Parishioners (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Don Whitcomb (MM) 
 

**The Priest Schedules are subject to Change** 

DB-Fr.Dave Belt, PS-Fr.Padriac Stack, PK-
Fr. Peter Krezalek(LC), GM-Fr. Gerald 
Melchior, DS-Fr. Dan Soltys, ME-Fr. 
Michael Eckley, JB-Fr. John Burger, MM-
Fr. Mark McKercher, CS-Fr. Charles 
Swanson, OSB-Order of St. Benedict  
 
SI = Special Intention 
† = Repose of the Soul 
 

 
Please pray for these members of our 
parish family who are deceased: 
 
Bernadine Spieker, mother of Shirley 
Spieker 
 
Virginia Grzywa, mother of Terri 
McLaughlin 

Our annual baby shower for Essential Pregnancy Services (EPS) is  
June 2-16. A pack-and-play is set up in the Gathering Space to put your donations. If 
you have larger items to donate, please contact Wendy Synowicki at 402-896-2218 or 
wendysyno@gmail.com. 

Would you be willing to join the Senior Care Ministry and bring joy?  There are 
residents at Brookestone Village and Country House Residence who would love to 
have a weekly vistor. Your visit will bring you great joy as well.  Please accept this 
invitation and contact Sister Clarice at 402-861-4508 or c.faltus@stephen.org. 

Camp OPENINGS NOW for Boys 6th to 9th grades  full of Leadership, Catholic Faith, 
and Fun activities at Archdiocese of Omaha's Camp Virtus et Veritas (V2).   July 21st 
through July 27th or July 28th through August 3rd. Contact Toby Korensky at: 
v2boyscamp@gmail.com or visit https://archomaha.org/campv2/  to register.  

The Parish 2 Parish relay is a multi-person relay race through the streets of four west 
Omaha parishes.   The race begins and ends at Mary Our Queen with stops at St  

Stephens, St Wenceslaus and St Roberts along the way.  Each team is comprised of 6 
members (a minimum of 3 females per team), with each member running one leg of the 19 
mile course (each member ends up running about 3 miles). 
 

This years race is set for 08/17/19.  Registration opens May 6 at www.active.com  
keyword : Parish 2 Parish 

An annulment seminar will be held at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Omaha on July 
18th. It will take place at 7:00 pm in the St. Vincent Room. Tribunal staff and 
annulment sponsors will be present. Registration is required. Register at : https://
archdioceseofomaha.formstack.com/forms/annulment_seminar_registration_form or 
please contact Tribunal Judge, Elizabeth Sondag, at 402-558-3100 ext. 3048. 
 

Nebraskans Embracing Life (formerly Nebraskans United for Life) is dedicated to 
helping our community to understand and promote the life issues that are so 
important today.  We are hosting our annual garage sale fundraiser at Our Lady of 
Lourdes gymnasium, 2110 S 32 Ave, June 27 - 29, and we are seeking donations (no 
clothing) to be dropped off at the gym Sunday through Wednesday of that same 
week.  Donation drop off hours Sun June 23 3p - 7p, Mon 8a -8p, Tues 8a - 8p, Wed 8a 
- noon. Learn more:  www.nebraskansembracinglife.org  

 
Have you lost your job?  Do you believe you are underemployed? We help  
networking, resume writing/editing and interviewing.  We believe the power of 
the Holy  Spirit, receiving the Eucharist and prayer to St. Joseph greatly enhances 
one’s opportunity for change and in securing a new employment position. For 
additional information on the Back2Work Ministry contact Deacon Denny Dethlefs at 
402-861-4538.   
 

Receptionist:  $16/hr working in a busy insurance agency.  Duties include answering 
phone, light computer work. This position would move to the next level whereby the 
Receptionist would be asked to get their Property and Casualty license. Once licensed 
this person could answer client questions.  This could turn into a long term 
career.  Contact: Snelling Staffing @ 402-330-0100/James Taylor 

A Reason for Your Hope”, the Institute for Priestly Formation’s 25th Anniversary 
Banquet, is July 13th.  Come celebrate 25 years of IPF serving the bishops across the 
country and providing intense spiritual formation programs for diocesan priests and 
seminarians.  Mass at St. Cecilia Cathedral at 4:00 p.m. (optional) will be followed at 
5:30 by a social hour and dinner at the Omaha Hilton.  More details at 
www.priestlyformation.org or call Linda 402-280-3901.   

http://www.active.com/
https://archdioceseofomaha.formstack.com/forms/annulment_seminar_registration_form
https://archdioceseofomaha.formstack.com/forms/annulment_seminar_registration_form
http://www.nebraskansembracinglife.org
http://www.priestlyformation.org

