
 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it 
under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it 
gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your heavenly Father.” 
 

As I was writing this article, I noticed that Jesus doesn’t say, “You will be the 
light…” Jesus tells us that we already are the light of the world. The problem 
is that most of us don’t believe it or we are afraid to let the light of Christ 
shine in our hearts. Many times we wear the bushel basket of sin over the 
light and the darkness of evil tries to extinguish the presence of Christ 
within us. The good news is that the light can never be extinguished, no 
matter how seriously we have sinned or how far we have walked away from 
God. Because God chose us at our Baptism, that relationship, that light, will 
last forever. 
 

The other point that I noticed this week is Jesus teaches us that when 
people see our good deeds, it should lead them to glorify God. I think that 
sometimes we think that our good deeds are about us and not so much 
God. If we are doing good things to get peoples’ attention, then we are 
doing them for the wrong reason. Our good and faithful lives must be 
beacons that lead people to God.  
 

As we go through this next week, pray about the “bushel basket” of sin that 
needs to be removed from your lives. Ask God to give you the gift of grace, 
so that you may see your sinfulness and have the desire to remove the 
darkness from your life. It is only through Jesus Christ, the true Light of the 
World, that the darkness of our own lives can be confronted and 
conquered.  
 

“A holy life will produce the deepest impression. Lighthouses blow no 
horns; they only shine.”  –D. L. Moody 

                                                                                                      
God bless you,  

             Father Dave 
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February 5, 2023 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses will be live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website   
(stephen.org/live-stream) 

 
 

Private Prayer 
 

Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open 
from 9 AM to 9 PM Monday-Friday and from 10:00 
AM to 6 PM on Saturday-Sunday. The Adoration 
Chapel is open 24/7; door access code: 9675*  

 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 

  
Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor:  Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info:  stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

 

Jacob William Atkisson 
son of William and Anne  

 

Madelynn Fae Atkisson 
daughter of William and Anne 

 

Misomde’ Johan Nare 
son of Manfred and Gwladys Kiswendsid Nare 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
stephen.org/live-stream
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 1/24-1/30/2023: 
     

Actual: $57,687 
Budget:        $49,894 
 

FYTD Actual: $1,485,675 
FYTD Budget: $1,539,580 

 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
 

Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135.  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Enrollment for 2023/2024 School Year: We are now accepting new 
student applications for the 23/24 school year and re-enrollment is open 
for our current families. Acceptance letters and enrollment packets for 
new families will be sent out beginning Feb. 22nd.  

 Vote for our school in the Spirit Catholic Radio Catholic School 
Superstar Contest! Vote for your favorite Catholic School, St. Stephen 
the Martyr Catholic School, in Spirit Catholic Radio’s Superstar Contest! 
Superstar voting competition ends February 10th. Visit 
spiritcatholicradio.com/superstar2023 to vote!  

 SSM School App:  Our new app is a one-stop shop for our families with 
any time, anywhere access to all the tools, content, and communications 
needed to stay connected and engaged. This app 
provides easy access to the Lunch Menu, Martyr 
Messenger, our Family Google Calendar, FACTS Family 
Portal features including student grades, homework, 
behavior, FACTS Financial, volunteer sign-ups, and so 
much more! It's available in the AppStore or GooglePlay! 
Search “SSM School” or scan this QR Code. 
 
 

 Help RE Support our St. Stephen’s Dinner & Auction! We hope to 
donate some fun family yard games, such as Spike Ball, Yard Jenga, etc. 
to be auctioned off at this year’s dinner. We are still collecting donations! 
If we are able to collect $250 by next week (February 7/8), our lovely 
Chelsey will greet our RE kiddos in an inflatable dinosaur costume! Don’t 
miss out on this great way to support our church & have a little fun 
while doing so! 

 
 

 

  Life Teen (High School) and Edge (Middle School): Hello, Tweens and 
Teens! Our weekly youth nights will be on a bit of a “Holy Hiatus” during 
this transition period. Questions may be directed to Evan Collins at 
e.collins@stephen.org. 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Deacon Denny at (402) 861-4538 or 
d.dethlefs@stephen.org. 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

 
The generosity of being a good steward of your 
gifts has a positive effect on people and it is 
contagious! Good works encourages more good 
works. Generosity is a by-product of a grateful 
lifestyle. The more we recognize God’s gifts, the 
more we want to share them. Good stewards 
recognize that God is working through them and 
they don’t put themselves above the people they 
have been called to help. 

                                                                            

 

Year-end tax statements went out electronically 
and via mail to parishioners who have financially 
contributed to our parish this year. Thank you for 

your generosity! We humbly ask you to continue to 
prioritize the mission of St. Stephen the Martyr as 

you plan your finances this year.  
 

Please direct questions to Amy Maroney at 
a.maroney@stephen.org.  

 

If you are 70 ½ or older and own an IRA, you can 
transfer funds directly to St. Stephen the Martyr 
Church as a qualified non-profit to potentially fulfill 
your required minimum distribution this year and 
avoid paying excess income taxes. This is a great 
way to continue the mission of St. Stephen the 
Martyr! For assistance, please contact Catiana 
Urrutia, Development Associate, at 402-861-4541 
or c.urrutia@stephen.org. 

https://stephen.org/give/
https://spiritcatholicradio.com/superstar2023/
mailto:e.collins@stephen.org
stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:d.dethlefs@stephen.org
mailto:a.maroney@stephen.org
mailto:c.urrutia@stephen.org


Question:  
What is the “Miraculous Medal” and why 
is it called that?  
 

Answer:  
The medal of the Immaculate 
Conception that has come to be called 
simply the “Miraculous Medal” dates 
back to an apparition of Mary to Saint 
Catherine Laboure, who was then a 
novice sister with the Daughters of 
Charity. On November 27, 1830, Our 
Lady appeared to her standing on a 
globe, with shafts of light streaming 
from her hands and the words, “O Mary, 
conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee,” surrounding the 
image. In the same vision, Catherine 
saw a capital “M” with a cross above it 
and below two hearts. Catherine 
seemed to hear a voice telling her to 
have what she saw struck as a medal 
and a promise that those who wore the 
medal would have the protection and 
intercession of the Mother of God. The 
first 1,500 of medals were distributed in 
1832. Many miraculous favors were 
attributed to the use of the medal.  
Saint Catherine’s “Miraculous Medal” is 
among the recognizable and popular 
symbols of modern Catholicism. 
Reflecting on its widespread use, the 
2001 Vatican document, “Directory on 
Popular Piety and Liturgy,” observes that 
the medal “recalls the mystery of 
Redemption, the love of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and of the Sorrowful 
Heart of Mary. It signifies the mediatory 
role of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
mystery of the Church, the relationship 
between Heaven and earth, this life and 
eternal life.” ©LPi  

Please join us on February 8th from 6:30—8:30 PM in the Parish Center. This evening 
will be geared towards equipping parishioners to lead small groups as we "Live Lent 

Together" in conjunction with the entire Archdiocese of Omaha. Those that are new to 
leading small groups and those who are veterans are encouraged to attend the 

training. Questions? Contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org  or (402) 861-4507. 

 

Gather, pray and make Prayer Shawls/Blankets to be 
given to persons experiencing a crisis in their life. The 
group meets the second Wednesday of each month 
from 9:15 to 11 AM in the Parish Center. Questions? 
Contact: Jan Mitchell at (402) 669-7409.  
 

If you would like to help but can’t knit, tie or 
crochet—this group is seeking donations of yarn, 
fleece, or JoAnns or Walmart gift cards. Donations 
can be dropped off to Deacon Denny in the Parish 
Center. 

Back by Popular Demand: 
WHITE ELEPHANT BINGO 

RETURNS! 
Thurs., April 13 at 6 PM, GPC 
Join the fun! Bring a wrapped 
gift (we encourage something 
comical or “useless”), a hearty 
appetizer to share and BYOB. 
It’s a fun, social evening where 
we play Bingo to win a laugh or 

two! 
 

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday 
at 1 PM in the Parish 
Center—Everyone is 

welcome! Bring your favorite 
board game or join a group for 

pitch, pinochle, bridge, 
dominos, or tripoli. Bring a 

snack to share, an item for the 
St. Stephen food pantry & a 

friend or partner!  Sign up for 
our emails at stephen.org/

primetimers.  

The miracle of the Eucharist is 
one we can all experience! 

Please join us. You are 
welcome to come and go as 

needed.  
 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration  
Mondays from 7-8 PM  
in the Worship Space 

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/primetimers/
https://stephen.org/primetimers/




 

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors 
who are ready to pray for YOUR intention! God has 
given us this incredible gift to intercede on behalf 

of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit 
your prayer request to at stephen.org/prayer-line 

or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

Jo Ann Spurgin, wife of Jim  

Nancy Major Jaeck  

Bill Utecht, brother-in-law of Ron and Bonnie  
        Skartvedt  
Ryan Huebner, son of Marty and Cheryl 
 

Patricia Paulsen, wife of Robert 
Joe Sautter, brother of Juli Han  

Saturday, February 4 
 8:15 am † Rosina Gonzalez (DB) 
 5:00 pm  † Erin Doll (ZT) 
 

Sunday, February 5 
 7:30 am † James Brazda (DB) 
  9:00 am SI  St. Stephen parishioners (DB) 
10:30 am †  Bob Menard (ZT)  
  6:00 pm † Josephine  Caliendo (ZT) 
 

Monday, February 6 
 6:30 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr (ZT) 
 8:15 am † Albert & Marian Berning (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, February 7 
 6:30 am † Terry & Marie Zrust (DB) 
 8:15 am †   Bonnie Bratcher (ZT) 
  

Wednesday, February 8 
 6:30 am   † Linda DeHart (DB) 
 8:15 am   † Bob Mathine (DB) 
  

Thursday, February 9 
 6:30 am   † Stephan Marek (DB) 
  8:15 am † Sharon Rupprecht (DB) 
   

Friday, February 10 
 6:30 am SI Heese Family (DB) 
  
  8:15 am  † JoAnne M. Besch (DB)    
 

Saturday, February 11 
 8:15 am † Matthew J Stoll (DB) 
 5:00 pm  † Donald Schwarte (DB) 
 

Sunday, February 12 
 7:30 am SI St. Stephen parishioners (DB) 
  9:00 am SI  Knights of Columbus (DB) 
10:30 am †  Joseph (SS)  
  6:00 pm SI Heese Family (NH) 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB=Fr. Dave Belt; ZT=Fr. Zach Tucker;  
SS = Fr. Scott Schilmoeller; NH = Fr. Norm Hunke  
 

Pease note: Priest schedule subject to changes. 

*If you’d like to reserve a Mass Intention, please 
contact Melissa in the parish office at 
m.kane@stephen.org or 402-896-9675. 

 

Welcome visitors and newcomers! If you would like to register as a 
parishioner, please visit stephen.org. Click on “Become a Parishioner” in 

the footer of our website. Contact Adam Ybarra at (402) 861-4507 or 
a.ybarra@stephen.org with any questions and to chat about ways we can 

help you grow closer to Christ!  

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line
mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


 
MAGNIFICAT OMAHA LENTEN BRUNCH MARCH 11 
All women are invited to the Magnificat-Omaha Lenten Brunch on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023, 9:30 AM – 1 PM, at St. Robert Bellarmine 
Catholic Church. Therese Cirner, licensed clinical counselor and 
inspirational speaker for Renewal Ministries, will share how to find the 
“Six Keys to A Deeper Spiritual Life for Lent.”  For Reservations, go 
to www.MagnificatOmaha.org. Magnificat-Omaha is an archdiocesan-
wide Catholic women’s organization focused on evangelization. 
 
VOLUNTEER EMHC’S NEEDED AT CHI HEALTH CREIGHTON 
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER BERGAN MERCY  
CHI Health Creighton University Medical Center Bergan Mercy 
Volunteer Services is in need of volunteers to fill positions of  
Eucharistic Ministers, Welcome Desks, Dessert Cart, Mailroom, Gift 
Shop, Teen Volunteers, and much more. If you are interested, please 
call the Volunteer Office at (402) 398-6199 or email 
tammy.rivera@commonspirit.org. 
 
 
 

CALLED TO THE SILENCE: 3 DAY IGNATIAN RETREAT  
OPPORTUNITIES 
God speaks to you in the silence. Are you ready for some quiet time 
away after  
the holidays? Steep yourself in our sacred space, to be still and open 
yourself up to the graces God has for you. You will meet with an 
Ignatian-trained spiritual director daily to reflect on what’s stirring in 
your heart. Opportunity for mass daily and confession. Retreat cost 
including room and meals is $350. Choose one of the 3 opportunities  
to attend.  

• February 23-26, 2023     
• April 13-16, 2023 
• May 4-7, 2023 

Retreats begin at 6 PM Thursday evening, following your check-in, and 
end Sunday by 3 PM. Register at: creighton.edu/curc. 
 
DAUGHTERS OF THE KING: WOMEN'S CONFERENCE AT ST. 
PATRICKS/FREMONT 
Find your identity by being immersed in the life of the King! 
Join us February 24 and 25 at St. Patrick Catholic Church - 
Fremont with special guest speakers: Dr. Mary Healy and 
Sarah Kaczmarek!  
 

Answer the call to discover the identity you have in Christ's love with 
women all over the area! Open to women ages 14 and up. Doors open 
at 6 PM on Friday, 24th and again at 9 AM on Saturday, Feb. 25th. 
It is recommended that 14-17 year olds be with a parent). Register 
using this QR Code.  Let's fill the church...spread the word!  
 
HOST A CATHOLIC EXCHANGE STUDENT 
Global Outreach is a Catholic exchange program matching excellent 
students (male and female) from Eastern Europe with Catholic 
American families. These students spend one academic year in an 
Omaha archdiocesan high school, living with a Catholic family, learning 
to be servant leaders for their communities in former Communist 
countries. Host families are still needed for the 2023-2024 academic 
year. Please contact Monsignor James Gilg at 402-618-0607, Dee Drozd 
at 402-440-0817, or Allison Drozd at 402-580-1369. Thank you! 

Our primary communication tool is email via Flocknote. If 
you are not receiving emails, check your junk 

folder!  Please add mail@flocknote.com to your address 
book or safe sender list. If the emails are in your junk 

folder, be sure to mark them as 'Not Spam'. Questions or 
need to update your email? Contact Leslie at 

l.schulte@stephen.org.  

mailto:tammy.rivera@commonspirit.org
https://www.creighton.edu/retreatcenter
mailto:mail@flocknote.com
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org
https://stellamarfilms.com/products/cross-mountain-omaha-ticket
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

We create Happiness by Inspiring your 
Lifestyle in your home and Enhancing 

business Environments. 
 Responsibly

90th & L • 592-7072

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

402-758-8701 • WESTGATE.BANK

402.991.6500
2941 S. 108th St.

www.hiphiphairay.com

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Show this ad for 10% off 
your purchase

402-399-9976
Rockbrook

mywbu.com/Omaha

Hobson Family-SSM Alums

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Wilde

mwilde@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2248



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

Quality Training at Affordable Prices
 402-593-9051

   Parishioner   Mary Lorraine 
Miller

www.MLDanceCenter.com

Dustin Ourada Insurance Agency
2710 South 114th Street  |  Omaha, NE 68144

Proud Parishioner 
dourada@farmersagent.com

(402) 885-4562
Auto   •   Home   •   Life   •   Business 

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Stephen Martyr, Omaha, NE A 4C 02-0349

omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Omaha Orthopedic Clinic 
& Sports Medicine, P.C.

11704 West Center Road Suite 200 
(402) 691-0500  www.omahaorthopedic.com 

A Practice of Excellence Since 1934 
Pain can’t wait and neither should you

OOC
James O’Brien, dds
(402) 934-8999
5040 S. 153rd St 

Omaha, NE

Safe, Comfortable, 
Predictably Successful

• Implant Rehabilitation of Your Smile 
• Dental Extractions 
• Complex Bone Grafting/Augmentations

OralSurgeryOmaha.com

(402) 500-3402180th & Q

Fewer Hassles. A Smoother Process.
More Money in Your Pocket.

C
O

M

R
The way selling a home should be.

(402) 500-3402180th & Q

Fewer Hassles. A Smoother Process.
More Money in Your Pocket.

C
O

M

R
The way selling a home should be.

  At 192nd and Q     402-830-3700 www.southpawomaha.com

SERVING SMALL ANIMALS
& NONTRADITIONAL PETS

EQUIPMENT FINANCING
MADE SIMPLE

GoCurrency.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Wilde

mwilde@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2248

402.575.0102402.575.0102
www.bigbirgeplumbing.comwww.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Need a Need a 
Plumber ??
Plumber ??

Schedule Your Service Schedule Your Service 

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd
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