
 
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and 
whoever does not take up his cross and follow me 
is not worthy of me…” 
 

These words, spoken to the apostles by Jesus, sound kind of harsh. Why is 
Jesus telling the apostles not to love their family? Why would loving father 
and mother, brother and sister make a person “not worthy” of being called 
a follower of Jesus? 
 

The truth is that Jesus is not telling the Twelve to love their family less than 
they do. What Jesus is saying is that their love for Him should surpass all 
human love. When we prioritize our lives and who is important in our lives, 
Jesus says that He should be “number 1.” Everything else and everyone else 
in our life is secondary to the love that we share with Jesus Christ. 
 

Think about how different our lives would be if we loved Jesus first. If we 
strive to love the Lord with our entire being, then our love for Jesus would 
have a profound effect on our love for family members and friends. The 
way that we live our faith colors every aspect of our lives. Let us pray that 
this summer may be a time of refreshment and renewal for us, so that we 
may come to realize the blessings that have been shared with us by our 
generous God. In turn, may we proclaim our gratitude in the way that we 
love Jesus Christ and His holy people. 
 
 

“The healing of the world is in its nameless saints. Each separate star 
seems nothing, but a myriad scattered stars break up the night and make 
it beautiful.” –Bayard Taylor 
 

 
 

God Bless you, 
Father Dave 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses will be live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website   
(stephen.org/live-stream) 

 

Private Prayer 
 

Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open 
from 9 AM to 9 PM Monday-Friday and from 10 AM 
to 6 PM on Saturday-Sunday. The Adoration Chapel 
is open 24/7; door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
stephen.org/live-stream
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/tailgate/


Offertory & Online Giving 6/20-6/26/2023: 
     

Actual:          $55,748 
Budget: $51,557        
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $2,435,542 
FYTD Budget: $2,622,039 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135.  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 We’re Hiring Teacher Associates:  
We need a couple more teacher associates for the 2023-2024 school 
year. We have both part-time and full-time positions available. If you or 
someone you know is interested, please contact assistant principal, 
Greg Verraneault, at (402) 896-0754 or email 
g.verraneault@stephen.org.  

 Fourth of July Office Hours: Our school office will be closed July 3rd - 
7th. We wish you all a very Happy 4th of July! Emails or voice messages 
received will be returned as quickly as possible. We will resume our 
normal office hours of Monday-Thursday, 8:30 AM-Noon next week.  

 Summer Play Dates: We know starting a new school year can be an 
exciting, yet apprehensive transition for our kids. The goal of our 
summer play dates is to give them a chance to meet future classmates 
before the big day! All incoming PreK, TK & Kindergarten students are 
invited. Our next play dates are July 26th at 11 AM—Noon and August 
13th, 11:35 AM—12:35 PM. Please visit our website to RSVP: 
school.stephen.org/summer-play-date. 

 We still have room for your student! We still have space in most 
classes for the 23-24 school year, including our preschool,  
Pre-K and Kindergarten classes! Request a tour or apply at 
school.stephen.org/admissions.

 Happy 4th of July! May peace, love, and happiness always be with you 
and your family. Wishing you a very happy Fourth of July!

 Is God calling you to share your Catholic faith with others?             
St. Stephen’s Religious Education relies on adult and high school 
volunteers to share PREPARED LESSONS with K-8th grade students for 
one hour a week on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon/evening during 
the school year. We supply everything you need to present the provided 
lessons. All you need is a love for the Lord and a desire to share it. You 
will be amazed at how much your own understanding of the Catholic 
church, as well your faith itself, grows as you share it with the children 
of your parish! Please contact Eileen at 402-896-5683 for details on how 
to become a Lead or Assistant RE catechist for the 23/24 school year.

 Religious Education 2023-2024 Registration: Don’t wait to register for 
next year as we have many exciting plans for the upcoming year. Please 
register early to help us prepare. Register online at stephen.org/re-
registration or call our office if you have any questions at 402-896-5683.

 Religious Education Department Summer Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday; 9 AM to 1 PM or by appointment; 402-896-5683. 

 

 Summer Events for High Schoolers: You are invited to “Witness 
Wednesdays” on July 5th at St. Wenceslaus to learn how ordinary people 
became extraordinary saints and July 19th at St. Stephen for praise & 
worship and adoration. Get more details at stephen.org/youth-ministry. 

 Summer Events for Middle Schoolers: Join us at “Better Together 
Tuesdays” on July 18th and August 8th at St. Stephen the Martyr. Find 
more information at stephen.org/youth-ministry.  

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Deacon Denny at (402) 861-4538 or 
d.dethlefs@stephen.org. 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

Pope Benedict XVI said “The world offers you 
comfort. But you were not made for comfort, you 
were made for greatness”.  “Comfort” puts me first.  
“Picking up your cross and following Jesus” puts 
God and others first. Why settle for comfort when 
you can achieve greatness! Pick up your cross, ask 
Jesus for guidance on using your gifts and live the 
life God intended for you!    

                                

 
The faithful’s offerings to the Holy Father through 
the Peter’s Pence Collection are designated to 
Church needs, humanitarian initiatives, social 
promotion projects, as well as to the support of the 
Holy See. Visit stephen.org/give today to contribute 
to this important fund. Thank you!  

 

Cameron Jon Keady,  
son of Patrick and Alyssa 

 

Aurora Victoria Shropshire,  
daughter of Dustin and Lacey 

 

Charlotte Ann Buckley,  
daughter of Brian and Steffanie 

https://stephen.org/give/
mailto:g.verraneault@stephen.org
https://school.stephen.org/summer-play-date/
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
https://stephen.org/re-registration/
https://stephen.org/re-registration/
https://stephen.org/youth-ministry/
https://stephen.org/youth-ministry/
stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:d.dethlefs@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://www.osvhub.com/stephen/giving/funds/peter-s-pence


Join us for “Spamalot” on July 9 at 2 PM at Ralston Theater 
We understand it's short notice, but the box office just opened. 
We need to know how many PrimeTimers will join us for this 
fun-filled afternoon, so please get your reservation in ASAP! 
Cost is $20 and we will be going "across the road" to Spaghetti 
Works for dinner on your own following the show. Ralston 
Theater is in the high school at 8969 Park Dr., Ralston and we 
will be gathering in the lobby on 7/9 at 1:30 in order to be 
seated as a group. Cost is $20 for the show; reservations must 
be submitted to Pat, Moe or Jan by 7/2. Make checks out to Pat 
Miller at 402-201-7945. 
 

Every 2nd & 4th Thursday at 1 PM in the Parish Center: 
Everyone is welcome! Bring your favorite board game or join a 
group for pitch, pinochle, bridge, dominos, or tripoli. Bring a 
snack to share, an item for the St. Stephen food pantry & a 
friend or partner!  Sign up for our emails at stephen.org/
primetimers.  

Welcome Father Andy Sohm to his new 
role of ministering to those in our West 
Omaha and Elkhorn area hospitals. 
Father Sohm, who was once an 
Associate Pastor at St. Stephen the 
Martyr, will be primary priest and 
chaplain at Lakeside and Methodist 
Women’s Hospitals, and will serve the 
nursing homes and care facilities in the parishes of St. 
Wenceslaus, St. Stephen the Martyr and St. Patrick in Elkhorn. He 
will also be able to assist with Masses and confessions in these 
parishes as needed. His assignment will begin on July 1. 
Welcome, Father Andy! We are so grateful for your priesthood.  

https://stephen.org/primetimers/
https://stephen.org/primetimers/
https://stephen.org/sports-club-soccer/
https://stephen.org/sports-club-cross-country/
https://stephen.org/totus-tuus/
https://stephen.org/young-adults/


Question: Is the Catholic Mass really 
celebrated the same throughout the 
whole world?  
 

Answer: One of the truisms of the 
Catholic Faith is that “wherever you go 
in the world, the Mass is the same.” In 
fact, the answer to this question is both 
“yes” and “no.”  
 

On the one hand, the essential elements 
of the Roman Rite are the same. The 
structure of the Mass as it is presented 
in the Roman Missal is consistent and 
this is one of the beauties of belonging 
to a liturgical tradition.  
 

On the other hand, however, there are 
elements of celebrations that can vary 
depending on the country or even local 
region you might be in. For example, in 
certain parts of the world, certain feasts 
and solemnities are celebrated on 
different days (even here in the United 
States the Solemnity of the Ascension of 
the Lord can be celebrated on Thursday 
of the Sixth Week of Easter or it may 
take the place of the Seventh Sunday of 
Easter, depending on what diocese you 
are in). Whether it is the use of certain 
liturgical colors, local celebrations of 
regional saints, special seasonal 
blessings of crops or produce, or the 
use of dance and processions all 
demonstrate a sort of organic variety 
that can exist even within our 
established liturgical tradition.  
 

While we always respect what is 
essential to the rite, such local variations 
and traditions are very much in keeping 
with the vision of liturgical renewal and 
adaption envisioned by the Second 
Vatican Council’s Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy (nos. 37-40).  ©LPi  

Interested in helping support our school while promoting your business? Become a 
2023-24 St. Stephen the Martyr Corporate Sponsor! This year’s fundraising efforts will 
help underwrite the cost of security updates including replacing classroom door 
handles/locks and upgrading our internal communications system for teachers and 
staff. Additional funds raised will support our teachers & staff and help aid in 
equipment needed for our school. The deadline for sponsorships is July 31st. Contact 
Lori Havens for more information, lorihavens80@gmail.com or visit 
school.stephen.org/corporate-sponsors. 

https://school.stephen.org/corporate-sponsors/
mailto:lorihavens80@gmail.com
https://school.stephen.org/corporate-sponsors/
http://www.patrioticrosary.com/patriotic-rosary.html
https://stephen.org/youth-ministry/
https://stephen.org/youth-ministry/


 

 

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors 
who are ready to pray for YOUR intention! God has 
given us this incredible gift to intercede on behalf 

of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit 
your prayer request to at stephen.org/prayer-line 

or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

Welcome visitors and newcomers! If you would like to register as a 
parishioner, please visit stephen.org. Click on “Become a Parishioner” in the 

footer of our website.  
 

Contact Adam Ybarra at (402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org with any 
questions and to chat about ways we can help you grow closer to Christ!  

 

Saturday, July 1 
 8:15 am † Thomas Grabowski (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Diane Ames (ZT) 
 

Sunday, July 2 
 7:30 am † Donald Schaecher (ZT) 
  9:00 am SI St. Stephen parishioners (DB) 
10:30 am † Orlando Rojas Gutierrez (DB) 
  6:00 pm † Joseph Bellus (ZT) 
 

Monday, July 3 
 6:30 am † Tim Zrust (ZT) 
 8:15 am † JoAnn Spurgin (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, July 4 
 

 8:15 am † Norbert Widhalm (ZT) 
  

 Wednesday, July 5 
  6:30 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr. (ZT) 
  8:15 am † Dolores Knier (ZT) 
 

Thursday, July 6 
  6:30 am † Juris Judalena (DB) 
  8:15 am † Norbert Widhalm (DB) 
    

Friday, July 7 
 6:30 am SI Terry & Marie Zrust (DB) 
  8:15 am SI William Harr (ZT) 
 

Saturday, July 8 
 8:15 am † Jim Muhlbauer (ZT) 
  5:00 pm † Erin Doll (DB) 
 

Sunday, July 9 
 7:30 am † All Aborted Babies (ZT) 
  9:00 am † Bob Menard (ZT) 
10:30 am SI St. Stephen parishioners (DB) 
  6:00 pm † Gerald Fansler (DB) 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker;  
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org or 
402-896-9675. 

Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim 
Lindsay Austin, sister of Heather and Joe DeMaria  
Chuck Skomol, husband of Jane 
Mary Azara, mother of Sally Bishop  
Barb Armstrong, wife of Mike  
Nancy Major Jaeck 
Ryan Huebner, son of Marty and Cheryl  

Sheila Curran, mother of Amanda 
Judith Wilfing, wife of Carl  
Gene Scholz, father of Todd  
Diane Pacal, mother of Nicholas & Angela 

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
mailto:m.kane@stephen.org


 

REGISTER FOR EPS’ BREAKFAST FOR LIFE 
 

Essential Pregnancy Services and 
the EPS Auxiliary invite you to the 
13th Annual Breakfast for Life on 
Saturday, August 12 at 9:30 AM in 
the St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
Center at 14330 Eagle Run Dr. in 
Omaha.  
 

The event will feature local guest 
speaker Angelina Giles, APRN, 
Executive Officer of Sancta 
Familia Medical Apostolate. 
Angelina will share how EPS 
helped her navigate an 
unexpected pregnancy and 
inspired a personal desire to 
serve and support women with life-affirming medical care. Doors open for 
registration and continental breakfast at 9:00 AM. Registration is $40. Reserve 
your seat(s) and learn more about this pro-woman, pro-life event at 
friendsofeps.org. Registration preferred by Friday, Aug. 4. For questions, 
contact Maria: 531-239-3138 or mariad@essentialps.org. 
 
 

CATHOLIC BUSINESS GROUP JULY NETWORKING EVENT 
Join us Thursday, July 20th from 4:30 pm - 6:00pm at the JPII Newman Center-
Omaha to learn about a local Catholic Business.  Attend & share conversation, 
create business connections, learn from others about Catholic resources here 
in Omaha. There is always quality networking, conversation and growing in our 
Catholic faith. No reservations/cost for this event. Visit cpbcomaha.org for 
more info. Contact John at yochumja@yahoo.com with any questions.  
 
 

HOLY HOUR FOR PRIESTS AND VOCATIONS WITH FR DAVID KORTH                     
July 13 at 7 PM Our Lady of Lourdes Church— Pray for priests and vocations 
before our Eucharistic Lord, receive benediction and hear Fr David’s vocation 
journey. Pope St John Paul II said, “The world looks to the priest, because it looks to 
Jesus. No one can see Christ, but everyone sees the priest, and through him, they 
wish to catch a glimpse of the Lord. Immense is the grandeur of the Lord. Immense 
is the grandeur and dignity of the priest.” Please join in praying for them at the 
monthly Holy Hour for Priests and Vocations the second Thursday of each 
month at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.   

https://friendsofeps.org/
mailto:mariad@essentialps.org
mailto:yochumja@yahoo.com
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

We create Happiness by Inspiring your 
Lifestyle in your home and Enhancing 

business Environments. 
 Responsibly

90th & L • 592-7072

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

402-758-8701 • WESTGATE.BANK

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Wilde

 
mwilde@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2248

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093

Schedule a tour today!
402-934-2999  

heritage-communities.com

Independent Living
Assisted Living

Memory Support



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

Quality Training at Affordable Prices
 402-593-9051

   Parishioner   Mary Lorraine 
Miller

www.MLDanceCenter.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

(402) 500-3402180th & Q

Fewer Hassles. A Smoother Process.
More Money in Your Pocket.

C
O

M

R
The way selling a home should be.

(402) 500-3402180th & Q

Fewer Hassles. A Smoother Process.
More Money in Your Pocket.

C
O

M

R
The way selling a home should be.

  At 192nd and Q     402-830-3700 www.southpawomaha.com

SERVING SMALL ANIMALS
& NONTRADITIONAL PETS

EQUIPMENT FINANCING
MADE SIMPLE

GoCurrency.com

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

   omahatree.com - 402-573-9573 - 3606 McKinley St

Pickup & Delivery

Coffee $34 

Amber $38 

Black $34 

Red $38 

Hickory $34 

Natural $20 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Wilde

 
mwilde@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2248

402.575.0102402.575.0102
www.bigbirgeplumbing.comwww.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Journeyman 
Plumber




