
 
“My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours 
and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same as 
you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own 
money? Are you envious because I am generous?” 
 

This Gospel always seems to get people stirred up. 
Why should the latecomers to the vineyard get the 
exact same wage as those who went early in the 
morning? It is believed that this parable is addressed to those people who 
didn’t like the fact that Jesus was receiving tax collectors and other 
notorious sinners into His life. There were a number of self-righteous 
people that believed it wasn’t fair that these terrible sinners, these outcasts 
of society, should be given the gift of forgiveness and should be accepted 
into the mainstream of society. 
 

We humans have a particular view of what is fair and isn’t fair. The problem 
is that God’s understanding of fairness is very different than ours. This 
parable teaches us that God is in charge and that He showers down His 
grace on everybody—early risers and latecomers. Even people who 
squandered their gifts and their lives will always have an opportunity to 
repent and receive eternal life. 
 

Jesus is trying to reverse our thinking today about fairness and about how 
God works. We must always remember the bottom line of this parable: 
God’s rewards are not earned. They are always gifts. 
 

“No one has the right to sit down and feel hopeless. There is too much 
work to do.” –Dorothy Day 

God bless you, 
Father Dave 

 

Please join me in thanking Evan Collins, our Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry, for his service to St. Stephen the Martyr over the past year. 
After much prayer and discernment, Evan and his family are feeling called 
to continue their service to Christ through a new missionary role in 
Lafayette, LA. His last day at St. Stephen will be October 20th and we will 
begin our search for his replacement soon. Please pray for Evan and his 
family during this transition.  

 16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE  68135  |  (402) 896-9675  |  stephen.org   

September 24, 2023 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses will be live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website   
(stephen.org/live-stream) 

 

Private Prayer 
 

Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open 
from 9 AM to 9 PM Monday-Friday and from 10 AM 
to 6 PM on Saturday-Sunday. The Adoration Chapel 
is open 24/7; door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Arthur Alan Smoyer, son of Brent and Elizabeth 
Angelo Rey Sandoval, son of Ricardo and April 

Please pray for all priests today 
 

Prayer for Priests: Gracious and loving God, we thank 
you for the gift of our priests. Through them, we 
experience your presence in the sacraments.  
 

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. Set their 
souls on fire with love for your people. Grant them the 
wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Give them the words 
they need to spread the Gospel. Allow them to 
experience joy in their ministry. Help them to become 
instruments of your divine grace.  
 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
as our Eternal Priest. Amen. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
stephen.org/live-stream
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 9/12-9/18/23: 
      

Actual:          $36,131 
Budget: $45,687 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $499,667 
FYTD Budget: $523,705 

 

 
St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135.  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Thank you for your Martyr Marathon Food Pantry Donations!  

Thank you, St. Stephen the Martyr School Families, 
for all the generosity the Pantry received from 
Martyr Marathon Food Drive! The Pantry families 
will be truly blessed. Please continue to pray for 
those in need. “Each of us will be a blessing to the 
other.” Romans 1:12 

 Fall Family Frolic: Join us at Vala’s Pumpkin Patch on Tuesday, October 
10th from 11 – 4 PM for our annual Fall Family Frolic, hosted by St. 
Stephen the Martyr Home & School Association. Your family is 
responsible for admission at the door, no advanced ticket purchase is 
required. We have the Jack O’ Lantern Party Barn reserved for a SSM 
meet-up space and we’ll provide s’mores from 1 – 3 PM! Wear your SSM 
spirit or Martyr Marathon shirt, grab your friends and join us for lots of 
St. Stephen family fun! 

 
 

 

 RE Reconciliation this week!  All RE students, 3rd through 8th grade, 
will attend the Reconciliation service this week. Children may report first 
to their classrooms, and then they will head to the Worship Space 
together as a class. 

 First Reconciliation Parent Meeting: Parents of 2nd graders who will 
be receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time in 
December will meet in the Worship Space on Sunday, October 15th at 
4:00 pm. Please come to hear more about Reconciliation, receive your 
Parent/Child packet and other information. Please contact Sandy 
Kimmey, Director of Religious Education, at s.kimmey@stephen.org with 
questions or visit the Sacrament Preparation page of our website at 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 Don’t miss out on any updates! View our weekly Family Connection 
newsletter on stephen.org/family-connection. 

 RE Cookie Dough Fundraiser: Get your cookie dough now 
for all your Fall baking needs!  We will again be selling tubs 
of frozen cookie dough from a local business: The Cookie 
Company! New this year: Oatmeal Butterscotch and M&M 
cookies! Order online by scanning the QR code below or 
from a Religious Education student.  

 
 

 Better Together Tuesdays for Middle Schoolers: Join us Tuesday, Oct. 
3rd & 17th in the St. Stephen Gym. Check our website for future dates.  

 Witness Wednesdays for High Schoolers: We will continue to gather 
every Wednesday. Join us September 27th: Be Real Night, St. Stephen 
the Martyr, Parish Center. Topic: Poverty – Being Poor & Serving the Poor.  

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Fr. Zach Tucker at (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

 

You’ve heard the saying “it’s not where you start, 
but how you finish.” This certainly applies to this 
Bible passage. We have a responsibility not only for 
our own lives, but for the lives of others as well. We 
are called to generously share our gifts with others, 
not hoard them for our own use. Our sincere 
gratitude and cheerful generosity will help us live 
“God-centered” lives and not “self-centered” lives. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

“Seek the Lord while He may be found…”  
While seeking Him in prayer and the sacraments, 
listen to Him. Could it be you are being called by 

Jesus to serve as a priest, deacon, sister, or 
brother? If you think He may be offering you this 
grace, contact Fr. Scott Schilmoeller, Vocations 

Director, at (402) 558-3100 or email 
vocations@archomaha.org. 

https://stephen.org/give/
mailto:s.kimmey@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/sacraments/
https://stephen.org/family-connection/
stephen.org/sacraments
https://stephen.org/give/
mailto:vocations@archomaha.org
https://stephen.org/sports-club-basketball/


 



Question: Why are Catholic and 
Protestant Bibles different?  
 

Answer: Since the earliest days of the 
Church, Christians used a Greek 
translation of the Old Testament known 
as the Septuagint. This collection of the 
texts of the Hebrew Scriptures included 
46 books.  

At the time of the Protestant 
Reformation in the 1500s, the 
Protestant reformers began to create 
their own translations of the Bible (into 
local languages) and some began to 
question why the Jewish Scriptures 
would have included texts that were 
written in Greek, because, they 
assumed, the only valid Jewish 
Scriptures would have been written in 
Hebrew. And so, they decided to remove 
seven books from the Old Testament: 
Baruch, Sirach, 1 and 2 Maccabees, 
Tobit, Judith and Wisdom (as well as 
portions of the Books of Daniel and 
Esther). This means that the Protestant 
Old Testament only includes 39 books, 
while Catholic Bibles continue to include 
those original 46 books. Both Catholic 
and Protestant Bibles include 27 books 
and letters in the New Testament. ©LPi  

RSVP Soon for our Octoberfest/Tailgate! Thursday, Oct. 5th, 2 PM 
at LOCAL Beer, Patio & Kitchen (4909 S 135th). Cool off and enjoy 
food and friends as you sample beer, enjoy wine and refreshments. 
Please RSVP to Rosemary, Pat, Moe or Jan by 9/29.  
 

Cards & Games: Every 2nd & 4th Thursday at 1 PM in the Parish Center. Everyone is 
welcome! Sign up for our emails at  stephen.org/primetimers.  

 

Mondays, 7-8 PM, Worship Space 
 

"The Lord is near to all who call upon him."  
 

On Monday evenings between 7:00 & 
8:00 pm, all are invited to draw near to 

the Lord in Eucharistic Adoration. This is 
a personal invitation to you from Jesus.  

 

"Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love." 
- Saint John Paul II, Dominicae Canae 

7-NIGHT CRUISE PLUS 3 PRE-NIGHTS IN PRAGUE 
OCTOBER 15-26, 2024 

Join Father Dave on a unique group travel experience beginning with a three-night 
land tour of Prague, one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. Then embark on a 
seven-night AmaWaterways river cruise from Vilshofen, Germany to Budapest, 
Hungary with visits of Vienna, Bratislava, Salzburg and more! Let Magi Travel take you 
on a quality, customized tours which have been planned and perfected for over 40 
years. Space is limited on this pilgrimage so sign up today. Learn more and register 
here: magitravelinc.com/river-cruises. 

Looking for a new ministry this fall? Come and join the St. Stephen the Martyr 10:30 
AM Choir! We rehearse on Thursday nights at 7 PM for an hour in the Worship Space. 
There are no tryouts. If you would enjoy connecting with new friends and would like 
to share your vocal talents, give us a try! For more information, please contact Paula 
Bonkiewicz, Director of Music, at p.bonkiewicz@stephen.org. 

https://stephen.org/primetimers/
https://web.cvent.com/event/8844aaab-81e7-40c3-a0f0-5f25d52354cb/summary?RefId=Magi2410&rt=3MOqqtl1A0ycaqto3Ks03A
https://magitravelinc.com/river-cruises
https://stephen.org/beloved/
mailto:p.bonkiewicz@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/welcome-weekend/
https://stephen.org/iron-sharpens-iron/
https://stephen.org/trunk-or-treat/
https://www.osvhub.com/stephen/forms/cookie-dough-fundraiser


 

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors 
who are ready to pray for YOUR intention! God has 
given us this incredible gift to intercede on behalf 

of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  
 

Submit your prayer request to at stephen.org/
prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

Saturday, September 23 
 8:15 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr. (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Erin Doll (ZT) 
 

Sunday, September 24 
 7:30 am † Sharon Welch (DB) 
  9:00 am † Chico & Florence Maglioli (DB) 
10:30 am SI St. Stephen parishioners (DB) 
  6:00 pm † Julie Anciaux (DH) 
 

Monday, September 25  
  6:30 am  Communion Service 
  8:15 am † Arthur D Houston (GO) 
 

Tuesday, September 26 

 6:30 am † Margaret Malloy (DB) 
 8:15 am † Mercy Jeanne Ayikoele Atayi &     
                        Dedevidjin Charlote Gbikpi (DB) 
  

Wednesday, September 27 
 6:30 am † John Kratina (DB) 
 8:15 am † Russ Mitchell (DB) 
 

Thursday, September 28 
  6:30 am † Dave Ryan (DB) 
  8:15 am † Bob Mathine (DB) 
    

Friday, September 29 
 6:30 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr (DB) 
  8:15 am † Karen Kramolisch (DB) 
 

Saturday, September 30 
 8:15 am † Michael Wais (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Joe Latoza (DB) 
 

Sunday, October 1 
 7:30 am † Michael Wais (DB) 
  9:00 am SI St. Stephen parishioners (DB) 
10:30 am SI Peg Odorisio (ZT) 
  6:00 pm † Jacob Mathews (ZT) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker 
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman; GO = Fr. Gary Ostander 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
 
 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org or 
402-896-9675. 

 

Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Dan Liles, husband of Lori, father of Cash and Jerzy 
Gene Zywiec, Husband of Dee, father of Sherri 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  
Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  
Ann Rush, wife of Jim, mother of Amy, Julie & Jason 
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you 
would like to register as a parishioner.  

 
To learn more about ways you can get involved & grow closer 

to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at (402) 861-4507 or 
a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line
mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


 
 

GRATITUDE RETREAT OCTOBER 21 
Take a day away this Fall to steep yourself in gratitude. Receive God’s gracious gifts, 
cultivate grateful hearts, and share generous blessings in the beauty of God’s 
Creation. Saturday October 21, 2023 from 9 AM–3:30PM. Check-in and 
fellowship begin at 8:30 AM. Takes place at Creighton University Retreat 
Center which is one hour east of Omaha in Griswold, IA. Facilitated by 
Retreat Leaders & Spiritual Directors Brenda Stalbaum and Martin & 
Kathy Kemler. $60 includes lunch. To register email 
CURC@Creighton.edu, call 712-778-2466, or scan the QR. 
 

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP 
Join us in Praise, Prayer, and Adoration with the St. Pio Prayer Group, as we seek the 
healing through the intercession of St. Pio, whose feast Day is Sept 23. The Lord heals 
through our praise to Him. We will meet Saturday, Sept. 30th at 11 AM at the Dowd 
Chapel on Boys Town Campus. 
 

SIDEWALK ADVOCATES FOR LIFE 
We need YOU in this important mission!  Training will be offered for men and women 
desiring to help women through sidewalk advocacy or prayer support at local 
abortion facilities. This  peaceful, Prayerful,  law abiding approach has saved over 
20,000 babies in 239 cities. Attend our training and see how you can be a part of our 
team. Saturday, October 14- 11:30 AM-6 PM Catholic Charities Building- 9223 Bedford 
Ave $15 registration fee covers workbook & materials. For information or to register 
contact Sarah at sarahpsaflomaha2022@gmail.com.   
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS 
The Market at St. Teresa of Calcutta will be closed for renovations temporarily. 
Therefore, Catholic Charites is asking for volunteers to help them transport items to 
the Juan Diego Center, move other equipment and then set up the newly renovated 
area again in November. Please contact Jennifer Reyna, Advancement & Volunteer 
Coordinator at jenniferr@ccomaha.org or 402-829-9261 to volunteer.  
 

GRIEF GROUP STARTING THIS FALL 
Offered both in the spring and fall, "A Path to Healing" is an 8-week grief group 
session that utilizes Alan Wolfelt's book, Understanding Your Grief, to help in the 
healing process.  

 A Path to Healing Sessions: Saturdays, September 30th through mid-November, 
9:00 to 10:30 AM at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in the St. Vincent room.  

For more information or to register, contact Pastoral Minister Nicole Florez at 
florezn@svdpomaha.org or call 402-496-7988 EXT. 221 

THE WAY HEALING RETREAT FOR SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 
Are you a survivor of abuse? Seek healing at The Way Healing Retreats for Survivors of 
Abuse, developed by Sue Stubbs, Victim Assistance Coordinator of the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta. Led by a team specializing in victim assistance, The Way Retreats are trauma-
sensitive and designed to assist the victim attain the peace, self-worth and healing 
God wants for them.  The Way Retreat for Women is October 6-8th at Overlook 
Lodge, Camp Comeca in Cozad, Nebraska. The cost is $250 which includes private 
room, meals, retreat materials and program. Financial assistance may be available if 
cost is a hardship. To request an application please contact: Elizabeth A. Heidt Kozisek, 
Ph.D. 308-382-6565 or cpo@gidiocese.org. For more information, please visit 
gidiocese.org/the-way-retreats. 

mailto:CURC@Creighton.edu
mailto:sarahpsaflomaha2022@gmail.com
mailto:jenniferr@ccomaha.org
mailto:florezn@svdpomaha.org
mailto:cpo@gidiocese.org
https://www.gidiocese.org/the-way-retreats
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

402-758-8701 • WESTGATE.BANK

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Wilde

 
mwilde@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2248

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

(402) 500-3402180th & Q

Fewer Hassles. A Smoother Process.
More Money in Your Pocket.

C
O

M

R
The way selling a home should be.

(402) 500-3402180th & Q

Fewer Hassles. A Smoother Process.
More Money in Your Pocket.

C
O

M

R
The way selling a home should be.

  At 192nd and Q     402-830-3700 www.southpawomaha.com

SERVING SMALL ANIMALS
& NONTRADITIONAL PETS

EQUIPMENT FINANCING
MADE SIMPLE

GoCurrency.com

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Wilde

 
mwilde@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2248

402.575.0102402.575.0102
www.bigbirgeplumbing.comwww.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Journeyman 
Plumber

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com
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