
 

“You, Lord, are our father, our redeemer you are named 
forever. Why do you let us wander, O Lord, from your 
ways, and harden our hearts so that we fear you not? 
Yet, O Lord, you are our father; we are the clay and you 
the potter: we are all the work of your hands.” 
 

I would guess that most people can identify with this 
passage from the Prophet Isaiah. Have you ever felt this way? There are lots 
of mixed emotions when life gets tough. Perhaps you want to blame God 
for your troubles, or you might feel guilty. Maybe you simply stand before 
God and humbly ask for mercy, patience, or forgiveness. 
 

This is what is happening in the lives of the Israelites. There is a lot of 
despair and hopelessness in their feelings. They have forgotten the 
Covenant of love and faithfulness that they made with God, and they 
turned their backs on Him. Because of their selfishness and sinfulness, they 
have lost their homeland and are living in exile in Babylon, so they are in a 
desperate situation. At first, they blame their sin on God (“Why do you let us 
wander, O Lord, from your ways…”), but then they come to their senses and 
realize that only God can forgive their sins and resolve their difficult 
situation. 
 

This is a good message for us as we begin our journey through the season 
of Advent. In these days of joyful and hopeful preparation for the coming of 
Jesus Christ, it is good for us to examine the sins that have “exiled” us from 
God or the community of the Church. What do you wish to change about 
yourself, but have been unable to? How have you resisted being shaped by 
God? 
 

Preparing for Christmas and ultimately for the end of our lives, means that 
we must stop wandering in our sinfulness and come back to the life that 
God desires for us. Are you ready for the journey home? 
 

“It is good to hope; it’s the waiting that spoils it.” –Yiddish proverb 
 

God bless you, 
Father Dave 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM–6:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

Advent is four weeks of preparation that direct our 
hearts and minds both to remembering Christ’s 

birth and to Christ’s second coming. It’s a reminder 
to be alert and ready, not weighted down and 

distracted by the cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36). 
Advent is a time of preparing, quieting, and 

disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas. 
We await in quiet anticipation for the beginning of 

the best thing to ever happen in the world – the 
coming of our Salvation, Jesus Christ.  

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 11/14-11/20, 2023: 
     

Actual:          $52,559 
Budget: $50,862 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $954,194 
FYTD Budget: $942,545 
 

Catholic Charities:                                  $3,566.10 
  

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

Thank you for your generous 
giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135.  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Winter Book Fair: Our next Book Fair is scheduled for 
December 11-14th, just in time for all of your holiday 
shopping! You do not have to have a student at SSM to shop 
our fair! You can shop online at bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/
ssmwinter2023 or scan the QR code. All book purchases over 
$25 ship free and every purchase benefits our school! 

 Christmas Gift Program: The Home & School Association 
will again offer families the opportunity to participate in the 
annual Teacher/Staff Christmas Gift Program. Donations are 
used to give a gift to each of St. Stephen the Martyr teachers 
and staff members who share in the daily education and care of your 
child. Scan the QR code to donate, and thank you for your generosity.  

 2024 Musical: Finding Nemo, Jr: Registration for our 2024 musical is 
now open! Get all of the details and register online at 
school.stephen.org/musical.  

 

 

   First Reconciliation: Our second graders in the Rel. Ed. program and 
school will be receiving their First Reconciliation on December 4th & 
5th. May our Lord bless them on their First Reconciliation, may His love 
be upon them and His presence always guide them. May they and their 
families discover the wonder of God's forgiveness.  

 Religious Education 6th Grade Catechist needed second semester! 
Our 6th grade RE class on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM will need a new 
catechist for the second semester beginning January 10, 2024. All 
materials and lesson plans are provided. Please contact Eileen at 
e.smith@stephen.org if you can volunteer. Thank you! 

 

 Witness Wednesdays for High Schoolers:  High Schoolers are invited 
to join us December 6th for a Testimony Night at St. Wenceslaus. 

 Better Together Tuesdays: Our Middle School Youth Ministry 
programming is on pause until we hire our new youth minister. 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Fr. Zach Tucker at (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR 
Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. 
To learn more about ways you can get 

involved & grow closer to Christ, contact 
Adam Ybarra at (402) 861-4507 or 

a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

 
 
 
 
 

Luke Christopher Fleming, son of Joseph and Sara 
 

Henley Lynn Gamet, daughter of Jarin and Audrey 

 

We are collecting donations 
for Christmas Flowers for our 
worship space. This 
opportunity is a great way to 
remember loved ones who 
have gone before us.  

 
Donations can be made online 
through OSV (or scan this QR 

code) or placed in the Offertory Basket using your 
Offertory Envelopes received in the mail. Please be 
sure to add your loved one's name in the special 
intention field.  
 
Please make your donation by Dec. 
11th to be included in the Dec. 24th 
bulletin. Contact the parish office with 
questions at 402-896-9675.   

https://stephen.org/give/
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/ssmwinter2023
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/ssmwinter2023
https://school.stephen.org/musical/
mailto:e.smith@stephen.org
stephen.org/sacraments
https://stephen.org/give/
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: Why haven’t Catholic 
Churches gone the way of disposable 
cups for wine distribution?  

Answer: If a Catholic has ever attended 
a Protestant worship service and saw 
the communion service that was offered 
for that community, one of the things 
that might have stood out was the use 
of small, disposable cups for distributing 
the wine or grape juice. This is in stark 
contrast to the precious metal chalices 
used in Catholic churches during the 
Mass.  
 

Although practices for Protestant 
Christians can vary (ranging from large 
shared chalices, to personal-use cups, to 
dipping the bread in the wine/grape 
juice), the norms governing Catholic 
practices are fairly direct: “Sacred 
vessels are to be made from precious 
metal. If they are made from metal that 
rusts or from a metal less precious than 
gold, then ordinarily they should be 
gilded on the inside. In the Dioceses of 
the United States of America, sacred 
vessels may also be made from other 
solid materials that, according to the 
common estimation in each region, are 
precious … they are to have bowls of 
nonabsorbent material” (nos. 328-330). 
Rather than being a commentary on the 
beliefs or practices of those other 
communities, these rules are intended 
to highlight the reverence that Catholics 
have for the bread and wine 
consecrated at Mass, which become the 
Body and Blood the Lord. ©LPi  

No Weekly Adoration on Dec. 4th 
Due to First Reconciliation, there will be 
no weekly Adoration on Monday night.  
Our Adoration Chapel is available 24/7.  

The code for access is 9675*.  

 

A missional community is made up of individuals that not only encounter and know 
His love but actively proclaim His love to the greater community. We must look 
beyond ourselves and discover how we can bring mercy, strength, and forgiveness to 
all of God’s people. At St. Stephen the Martyr, we are focusing on three areas to aid 
our Parish in transforming into a missional community: 1) Collaborative Leadership,  
2) Clear Path of Discipleship and 3), Culture of Generosity.  
 

This week, we are reviewing Collaborative Leadership, a way of exercising authority in 
which the pastor invites and equips certain of the faithful to use their gifts in the 
service of leadership. We asked parishioners, Matt & Katie Keller, to share what 
Collaborative Leadership means to them. Please take time to read their message and 
reflect on how God may be calling you.  
 

 

The Archbishop’s Goal to establish Collaborative Leadership within parishes is key in 
our journey toward becoming a missional community. A pastor’s first priority is to 
meet the spiritual needs of his flock. We as lay people have been putting too much 
pressure and responsibility on our priests in the past few decades. Priests were never 
meant to lead everything that happens at a parish; their ministry is to support the 
mission and vocation of the laity. 
 

God has made each one of us individually, and we are each called to participate in his 
plan of salvation in a unique way. The Lord has given us all natural talents along with 
supernatural gifts by grace of our baptism and confirmation. We need to continually 
discern and ask Him how He wants us to use these gifts to bring others closer to 
Christ. 
 

Being a leader in our community is not just about “getting stuff done”. We are 
involved in a number of ministries, but it’s not about filling a seat or agreeing to help 
out of a sense of guilt. It is about forming relationships, walking with people in their 
faith journey, and deeply investing in specific people within our community. Your call 
to collaborate with Father Dave, Father Zach, and our parish staff could take on many 
forms. It could be helping with the food pantry, being on one of the staff committees, 
leading or consistently attending a small group, signing up for and praying a holy hour 
each week for those in our parish who are suffering, serving as a lector at Mass, 
joining the choir, mentoring engaged couples, or just talking to someone who looks 
alone at donuts after Mass. 
 

In the past few years, a verse from Psalm 116 has come to us over and over: “How can 
I repay the Lord for all the great good done for me?”. The Lord has blessed us in 
countless ways in our lives, and truth be told, there is no way for us to ever repay His 
kindness. The best we can do is listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit when he invites us 
into the lives of other people to share His great good. We invite you to listen for that 
voice with us, so that our parish can become a missional community to change the 
lives of every parishioner and those in our community.  
In Christ,  
Matt and Katie Keller  
 

Matt and Katie Keller and 
their family have been 
parishioners for six years. 
As passionate members of 
our St. Stephen the Martyr 
community they have 
been involved in many 
areas. The Kellers serve as 
baptism class instructors, 
small group leaders, 
marriage formation 
mentors, and host a 
monthly Srodo (an 
evening for young adult 
fellowship). Katie also 
serves as a teacher in our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program, an EMHC and 
homebound minister, and Archdiocesan coordinator for the Seven Sisters Apostolate. 
Matt is currently serving on our Pastoral Council. 



Since Christmas falls on a Monday this year, Catholics have two obligations to fulfill on Christmas weekend-one for the 4th Sunday 
of Advent and one for Christmas. Both obligations can be fulfilled on Sunday, just not at the same Mass.  

Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses are liturgically 4th Sunday of Advent Masses.  
Sunday afternoon and evening Masses will be Christmas Vigil Masses. 

 

4th Sunday of Advent Vigil Mass - Saturday, Dec. 23rd: 5 PM 
4th Sunday of Advent Mass - Sunday, Dec. 24th: 7:30 AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM 

Christmas Eve Mass - Sunday, Dec. 24th: 4 PM, 4:15 PM (gym), 6 PM, 11 PM 
Christmas Day Mass - Monday, Dec. 25th: 9 AM, 10:30 AM (live-streamed) 



 
 

Saturday, December 2 
 8:15 am † Albert and Marian Berning (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Zach Fochek (ZT) 
 

Sunday, December 3 
 7:30 am SI St. Stephen Parishioners (DB)  
  9:00 am † Russ Mitchell (DB) 
10:30 am † Maurice Rule (ZT) 
  6:00 pm † Julie Anciaux (AD) 
 

Monday, December 4 
  6:30 am † JoAnn Spurgin (ZT) 
  8:15 am † Kyle Andersen (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, December 5 

 6:30 am † Barron Mischke (DB) 
 8:15 am † Dorothy Summers (ZT) 
  

Wednesday, December 6 
 6:30 am SI Tom Macholan (DB) 
 8:15 am † Dorothy Summers (ZT) 
 

Thursday, December 7 
 6:30 am SI Terry & Marie Zrust (DB) 
 8:15 am † Bob Mathine (DB) 
 5:30 pm † Dorothy Summers (DB) 
 

Friday, December 8—Feast of the Immaculate 
              Conception 
 6:30 am † Rosina Gonzalez (ZT) 
  8:15 am SI St. Stephen Parishioners (DB) 
12:05 pm † Egon & Joan Baumert (ZT) 
  5:30 pm † JoAnn Spurgin (ZT) 
 

Saturday, December 9 
 8:15 am † Leovigildo & Concepcion  
   Gutierre (ZT) 
  5:00 pm SI St. Stephen Parishioners (DB) 
 

Sunday, December 10 
 7:30 am † Mary Ann Drelicharz (DB)  
  9:00 am † Josephine Caliendo (ZT) 
10:30 am † Val Peltz (ZT) 
  6:00 pm † Julie Anciaux (ZT) 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker 
AD = Fr. Amit D'Souza 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org or 
402-896-9675. 

 
Kate Stork, wife of Gary 
Thomas Turgeon, father of Mary and Savannah  

 

Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
John McDonnell, husband of Susan 
Kim Weeks 
Richard Guthmann, grandfather of Sophia, Eva, 
Joey, Millie, Noah & Luke 
Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike 
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Dan Liles, husband of Lori, father of Cash and Jerzy 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  
Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  
Ann Rush, wife of Jim, mother of Amy, Julie & Jason 
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim 

 
 
 
 
 

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 
OMAHA AREA COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 
OACCW offers an annual scholarship to a female high school senior in the 
Archdiocese of Omaha in the amount of $500. This scholarship serves to enlighten, 
inform, and inspire young Catholic women regarding the OACCW as the major 
organization of Catholic Women in the Omaha Archdiocese. The scholarship will be 
awarded to a deserving high school senior woman who resides in or is affiliated with 
a parish within the Archdiocese of Omaha. Visit oaccw.org for the scholarship 
application and more information.  
 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL PERFORMANCE — DEC. 13 & 14 
Come experience the magic of this beautiful play by Charles Dickens! December 13th 
and 14th, 6:30 PM, Chesterton Academy of Omaha, 36th and Q Streets in the St. 
Mary's Gym. Tickets $10/Adults, $5/youth. Children 5 and under are free. More 
information and tickets available online at chestertonomaha.org. 

https://oaccw.org/home/about/
http://chestertonomaha.org
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 
	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500	 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com	 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours:	 (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun.	 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

EQUIPMENT FINANCING
MADE SIMPLE

GoCurrency.com

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Wilde

 
mwilde@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2248

402.575.0102402.575.0102
www.bigbirgeplumbing.comwww.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Journeyman 
Plumber

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          




