
 

“Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one 
another and forgiving one another, if one has a 
grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so must you also do.” 
 
It is appropriate to hear these words of Saint Paul proclaimed at the Holy 
Family liturgies this weekend. We would all like to have a family that was 
perfect, where the problems were minimal and everyone got along; 
however, the reality is that family life is messy and sometimes complicated. 
There are going to be misunderstandings and friction, but St. Paul reminds 
us that it is genuine love—and the fruits of that love—that will keep families 
strong and growing in faith and holiness. 
 
On the Feast of the Holy Family, and into the New Year, let us give thanks 
for the gift of our own family. There are so many gifts and blessings that 
come to us from parents, brothers, sisters, children, and our extended 
family members. Even in the middle of the problems and everyday 
misunderstandings and busy-ness, God’s grace will shine through, 
transforming our lives with love. 
 
“Every effort to make society sensitive to the importance of the family is a 
great service to humanity.” –Pope John Paul II 

 

On behalf of Father Zach, and myself, I would like to express our gratitude 
to all who remembered us in this Christmas Season with cards and gifts. 
Your generosity means a lot to us and we will continue to remember you in 
our daily prayers. May God continue to bless you with His love and grace! 
 

God bless you, 
Father Dave 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM–6:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

Meesha Rose Anderson, daughter of Jeremiah and Frances 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 12/12-12/18/2023: 
     

Actual:          $52,538 
Budget: $61,126 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $1,156,613 
FYTD Budget: $1,172,386 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135.  

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Fr. Zach Tucker at (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  
 

 Italian Feast Fundraiser: The Omaha Travel Club will host an Italian 
Feast on January 13 from 5– 9 PM in the Dining Room to raise funds for 
the 8th grade trip to Washington D.C. Kids are $5 and Adults are $10 in 
advance and $12 at the door. Tickets may be purchased in advance 
from 8th graders or at the door. 

 2024 Musical—Finding Nemo, Jr: Registration for our 2024 musical is 
open! Get all of the details and register by Jan. 21st online at 
school.stephen.org/musical.  

 
 
 

 

 Catechists Meeting & Potluck—Jan. 7th: Catechists join us at our 
annual potluck and meeting on Sunday, January 7th in the Parish 
Center. Come for some great food and conversation at Noon. Following 
lunch, we will begin the meeting at 12:45 PM. We will have a speaker 
from the Archdiocese of Omaha and RE staff will share second semester 
updates and lesson plans. We have a few other surprises in the works, 
too! You won't want to miss out! 

 Could you help with a first grade Religious Education class on 
Wednesdays at 4 PM next semester? Our wonderful, lead catechist 
could simply use a second pair of hands with this large group of first-
grade kids! Reach out to Sandy with questions: s.kimmey@stephen.org.  

 Happy New Year: We would like to wish all of our families a very Happy 
New Year! RE classes resume on January 9th and 10th.   Please note that the Parish Offices will be closed on 

New Year’s Day and there will be no 6:30 AM Mass. 
Additionally, there will not be 6 PM Mass on 
Sunday, December 31st.  

• Dec. 31: No 6 PM Mass 
• Jan. 1: Closed, No 6:30 AM Mass 
 

Thank you for understanding and Happy New Year! 

 

Forgiving is one of the hardest things for people to 
do. We can’t give what we don’t have. We need to 
receive God’s mercy and forgiveness first before 
we can give it to others. Go to the sacrament of 
Reconciliation and receive God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Then, share the gift of forgiveness with 
someone – a family member, a friend or a co-
worker. Pick up the phone or text someone right 
now.   

 

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
https://stephen.org/give/
https://school.stephen.org/musical/
mailto:s.kimmey@stephen.org


Question: What are the servant songs 
of Isaiah? How do they relate to Jesus’ 
life and ministry?  
 
Answer: The four servant songs (Isaiah 
42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9, and 52:13—53:12) 
are strategically placed in Second Isaiah 
to offer hope and consolation to a 
suffering Israel during its Babylonian 
Exile. 
 

Israel had been defeated by the 
Babylonians, who destroyed their 
temple, killed the last of the kings in 
David’s lineage, exiled them from their 
land, and transported them to Babylon. 
This is the context in which Second 
Isaiah composes his powerfully poetic 
book of hope and consolation. A 
significant part of that message is the 
portrait of God’s servant, who is called 
to be a source of hope and 
encouragement for the people. 
 

Each of the four poems emphasizes 
God’s choice and election of the servant. 
The last poem stresses the suffering and 
rejection of God’s servant, along with his 
eventual death. Isaiah is certain that 
God will use the servant’s innocent 
suffering as a way to redeem and 
remove the guilt and sin of others. Thus, 
the servant becomes a source of 
salvation for himself and for others. 
 

Who is this servant? Many suggest that 
Isaiah was referring to Israel herself, as 
she underwent exilic suffering which 
would ultimately prove to be 
redemptive. Jesus’ followers, including 
those for whom Mark wrote his Gospel, 
understood Jesus’ ministry in terms of 
Isaiah’s suffering servant whose 
innocent suffering and death became 
the means of salvation for all.  ©LPi 

 
 

No Weekly Adoration on 
Monday, Jan. 1st 

Due to a visitation and vigil service, we 
will not have Weekly Adoration on 

Monday, January 1st. 
 
 

First Friday Adoration 
Join us for First Friday Adoration on 

Friday, January 5th from  
9:00 AM - 2:30 PM.  

 
Adoration Chapel 

Our Adoration Chapel is also available 
24/7. The code for access is 9675*.  

 
“Make frequent visits to Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament and the devil will be 
powerless against you.” - St. John Bosco 



 
 

CARDS & GAMES EVERY SECOND AND FOURTH THURSDAY: 
Stop by and see what's happening on Cards and Games 
Thursdays! Meet some new friends and have a fun afternoon. 

We play Pitch, Manipulation (REALLY EASY to learn), and Bridge players are often 
looking for a fourth! Don't play cards? How about a game of Mexican Train Dominoes 
or Tripoley. Or why not introduce us to your favorite game! You will feel welcomed! 
Bring a friend and a snack to share as we meet at the Parish Center! It’s also a great 
time to donate an item to the SSM Food Pantry. Questions? Contact us at 
stephens.primetimers@gmail.com. 

 
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH  
9:15 AM IN THE  PARISH CENTER:  

 
 

Come and learn the Lectio Divina way to 
pray! Our women’s group invites you to 
learn the practice of scriptural reading, 

meditation, and prayer to promote 
communion with God and to increase 

the knowledge of God’s word. Our first 
meeting of the year will be January 
4th and we will begin a new eight-part 

study called, Wisdom: God’s Vision for Life. 
Drawing on the wisdom literature of the 

Bible—Proverbs, Wisdom, Sirach, and 
Ecclesiastes—this study will teach you 
how to actively seek sound guidance 
and increase your sense of peace in 
navigating life. Questions? Contact 

Nancy at 
wiederholtnancy@hotmail.com.  

mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
mailto:wiederholtnancy@hotmail.com
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/wisdom


 
 
 

Saturday, December 30 
 8:15 am † Patty Greving (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Bob Mannino (ZT) 
 

Sunday, December 31 
 7:30 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr. (ZT)  
  9:00 am SI St. Stephen Parishioners (DB) 
10:30 am † Dolores Knier (ZT) 
 6:00 pm  No 6 PM Mass 
 

Monday, January 1—New Year’s Day 
 8:15 am † JoAnn Spurgin (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, January 2 
 6:30 am SI Thanksgiving  (ZT) 
 8:15 am † Roger Pribnow (DB) 
  

Wednesday, January 3 
 6:30 am † Kyle Andersen (ZT) 
 8:15 am † Dick Kimball (DB) 
 

Thursday, January 4 
 6:30 am † Joseph Orsi Sr & Shirley Orsi (DB) 
 8:15 am † Patricia Whipple (DB) 
 

Friday, January 5 
 6:30 am † Joseph Orsi Jr (ZT) 
  8:15 am † James McGough (DB) 
 

Saturday, January 6—Feast of Epiphany 
 8:15 am SI Saturday Ladies Bible Study (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Leonard & Adele Hassenstab (ZT) 
 

Sunday,  January 7 
 7:30 am † Mary Ann Drelicharz (ZT)  
  9:00 am SI St. Stephen Parishioners (DB) 
10:30 am † Kim Lestina (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Arthur D Houston (DH) 
  

 
SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

 
DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker;  
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman;  
 

 
Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org or 
402-896-9675. 

William Glismann, father of Angie Ramaekers 
Norman Timmerman, husband of Sharon  
Richard and Christa Kohout, parents of Denise  
            Jensen 
 

 

Max Rocha, husband of Kelly, father of Jayden, KK, 
Trinity and Xander 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy 
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Kim Weeks 
Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike 
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Dan Liles, husband of Lori, father of Cash and Jerzy 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  
Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim 

 

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

UPCOMING GRIEFSHARE GROUP AT MARY OUR QUEEN—
TUESDAYS, 6:30 PM, BEGINS JAN. 23, 2024: A GriefShare 
support group is a safe place where people understand the 
difficult emotions of grief. Scan the QR Code to learn more.   
 

SAVE THE DATE—JAN. 16-24: 9 DAYS FOR LIFE NOVENA: The St. 
Stephen Knights of Columbus will lead a novena every morning prior to 
8:15 AM Mass in the Worship Space. Join us for this annual novena as we 
pray for the protection of human life, from conception to natural death. 
Not able to join? Pray the Novena at home: respectlife.org/9-days-signup.  

https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-signup
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 
	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500	 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com	 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours:	 (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun.	 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          




