
 

“They are filled with every form of wickedness, evil, greed, and 
malice; full of envy, murder, rivalry, treachery, and spite. They 
are gossips and scandalmongers and they hate God. They are 
insolent, haughty, boastful, ingenious in the wickedness, and 
rebellious toward their parents. They are senseless, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. Although they know the just decree of God 
that all who practice such things deserve death, they not only 
practice them but give approval to those who practice them.” –Romans 1:29-32 
 

I am taking up an unpopular topic this week—sin. It seems to me that we have lost all 
understanding of what sin is and how it permeates our lives and society as a whole. 
We have been brainwashed by modern society into believing that we don’t have to 
take responsibility for our sinful acts or that our sins can be explained away. We have 
so many shows on television, in movie theaters and online that are so full of immoral 
sexual activity, violence, and lack of respect for human life that we come to believe 
that all of this is somehow acceptable. The tragedy of sin, however, is truly present in 
our life today. Even though we try to explain our sinful attitudes and actions away; 
even though we try to blame others for our lack of faithfulness to God, the bottom 
line is that we will be held accountable for the quality of our moral choices and the 
way that we live our life in relationship to God and His people. 
 

So, what is sin? Do all sins have the same seriousness or are there greater and lesser 
sins? In order to answer questions about sin, I am going to quote directly from the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
 

The Catechism states, “Sin is an offense against God: ‘Against you, you alone, have I 
sinned, and done that which is evil in your sight (Psalm 51:4).’ Sin sets itself against God’s 
love for us and turns our hearts away from it. Like the first sin, it is disobedience, a revolt 
against God through the will to become ‘like gods,’ knowing and determining good and 
evil. Sin is thus ‘love of oneself even to contempt of God’” Catechism #1850. 
 

The Church teaches that there are different degrees of sin. Some sins break our 
friendship with God and the Church, and some sins injure our relationship with God 
and the Church. Those sins that break our friendship with God and others are what 
the Church calls grave or mortal sins. The Catechism states that, “Mortal sin destroys 
charity in the heart of man by a grave violation of God’s law; it turns man away from God, 
who is his ultimate end and his beatitude, by preferring an inferior good to him…” 
Catechism # 1855. “For a sin to be mortal, three conditions must together be met: ‘Mortal 
sin is sin whose object is grave matter and which is also committed with full knowledge 
and deliberate consent…’” Catechism # 1857. “Grave matter is specified by the Ten 
Commandments, corresponding to the answer of Jesus to the rich young man (Mark 
10:19)” Catechism # 1858. 
 

Mortal sins would be those violations of God’s law, such as murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, slander, lying, anger, impurity, selfishness, etc., that completely 
break our relationship with God and his people. Probably the most common mortal 
sin committed in the Church today is that of not going to Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days of Obligation. When an individual is living in the state of mortal sin, he is not to 
receive Holy Communion until he has celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation. By 
his mortal sin, he has broken his communion with God and with the Church: 
Sacramental Confession can only restore it. Through the Catechism, the Church also 
teaches that, “If it (mortal sin) is not redeemed by repentance and God’s forgiveness, it 
causes exclusion from Christ’s kingdom and the eternal death of hell, for our freedom has 
the power to make choices forever, with no turning back. However, although we can judge 
that an act is in itself a grave offense, we must entrust judgment of persons to the justice 
and mercy of God” Catechism # 1861. 
 

Venial sins are those sins that injure our friendship with God and others, but do not 
destroy the relationship. The Catechism teaches that, “Venial sin weakens charity; it 
manifests a disordered affection for created goods; it impedes the soul’s progress in the 
exercise of the virtues and the practice of the moral good; it merits temporal punishment. 
Deliberate and unrepented venial sin disposes us little by little to commit mortal sin…” 
Catechism #1863. 
 

(message continued on page 2 of this bulletin) 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM–6:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 2/27-3/4, 2024: 
     

Actual:          $54,634 
Budget: $46,841  
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $1,759,849 
FYTD Budget: $1,744,161 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135.  

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Fr. Zach Tucker at (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning. 

 Enrollment for 2024/2025 School Year: We are still accepting new student 
applications for the 24/25 school year. Once your application has been 
accepted, our office will send you an enrollment packet to complete. To 
apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions.

 Tickets On Sale for Finding Nemo, Jr. Musical: See our 
students live on stage this year as we present the musical 
production of Finding Nemo, Jr! Performances will be held 
in the gym on Friday, March 22nd at 7:30 PM and Saturday, 
March 23rd at 7 PM. The gym doors will open 30 minutes 
before show time and seating is available on a first-come 
basis. Tickets may be purchased in advance at stephen.org/
musical or at the door. 

 

 Vacation Bible School: We are so excited to dive into 
friendship with God this summer at our SCUBA Vacation 
Bible School. Registration is now open at stephen.org/vbs 
or by scanning the QR Code found on page 3 of this 
bulletin. We are also recruiting for both youth volunteers 
and adult station leaders. 

 Eucharistic Miracles Display: Parents are invited to come view the 
Eucharistic Miracles Display set up in the Gathering space during their child’s 
class time, the weeks of March 12/13 & March 19/20. 

 Dinner & Auction Fundraiser: Just In! Students are being asked to bring in 
$1 or more to raise money for SSM Dinner & Auction Outdoor Game Basket 
that the Rel. Ed. Department will sponsor. If we raise $300, a student will 
have the opportunity to pie Fr. Zach in the face!  

 

 Witness Wednesdays: High Schoolers are invited to join us for Witness 
Wednesdays every week from 8–9:30 PM. Join us March 13th at St. Stephen 
in the Parish Center. Don’t miss this opportunity to get to know friends and 
grow in your friendship with Jesus! Find all information and future dates at 
stephen.org/witness-wednesdays. 

 Register Now for Steubenville of Rochester! Join us for a 
weekend experience of your Catholic faith in Rochester, MN. 
All rising freshmen in high school through rising freshmen in 
college are invited to attend this weekend retreat with our 
group. Visit stephen.org/steubenville for more information.  

 Totus Tuus: Registration is now open and we are also seeking 
volunteers to host missionaries, provide meals and provide snacks for 
attendees. Learn more at stephen.org/totus-tuus or on page 3 of this 
bulletin.  

At all Masses this 
weekend, there will be a 
second collection 
supporting the lifesaving 
work of Catholic Relief 
Services. For 80 years, 
CRS has been providing 
expertise and 
compassion 

to the very poorest of our brothers and 
sisters in more than 100 countries. 
Thank you for your generosity!   

Natasha Jean Schueth,  
daughter of Nathan and Tara 

Carter James Filsinger 
Son of David and Michelle 
Owen Bradley Filsinger 

Son of David and Michelle 

(continued from page 1)
Before we approach the Lord in the Sacrament of Penance, it’s important to be 
prepared for this encounter. The Church teaches that 4 elements must be present to 
make it a valid Confession: 
 

1) Contrition: Real sorrow for our sins is the fundamental aspect of the Sacrament. 
2) A desire to amend one’s life, or “firm purpose of amendment.” Sometimes people 

fall into a mentality that they don’t really need to try to amend or reform their 
life. “If we sin, we can just go to Confession again.” Overly frequent Confession 
could indicate that a person has fallen into the sin of presumption of God’s 
mercy and perhaps a weakened resolve not to sin again. Going to Confession 
without this “firm purpose of amendment” may be an abuse of the Sacrament. 

3) Confession of Sins: I’ll share more information next week. 
4) The intention of performing the penance assigned by the priest. 
 

In preparing ourselves to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Church calls 
us to make a diligent examination of conscience. Before we approach Jesus in the 
Sacrament, we must first pray about the areas in our life that need His healing grace. 
There are many resources available that serve as guides for an examination of 
conscience. Many booklets, guides, and online resources are based on the 10 
Commandments, the Beatitudes, the 7 deadly sins, the Precepts of the Church, etc. An 
examination of conscience is an instrument to help us get honest with ourselves so 
that we may be honest with the priest/confessor in Reconciliation, and thus receive 
the fullness of God’s grace through penance and absolution. 
 

Next week: How to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

“Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and 
weeping, and mourning; Rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the 
Lord, your God.” –Joel 2: 12. 

God Bless,  
Father Dave 

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
https://stephen.org/give/
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
stephen.org/musical
stephen.org/musical
https://stephen.org/vbs/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/
https://stephen.org/steubenville/
https://stephen.org/totus-tuus/




Question: What’s the difference between 
priests, brothers, friars, etc.?  
 

Answer: The distinctions titles and 
categories used for priests and the male 
members of religious communities can 
be confusing, especially since the 
categories can sometimes be intertwined 
as a man can be both a priest and a 
monk, or a brother and a friar. So, to help 
to piece the puzzle together, it’s 
important to begin by noting some basic 
distinctions. The distinction between 
priests (who are ordained for 
sacramental ministry) and brothers (who 
are non-ordained members of religious 
communities and who are committed to 
lives of prayer and service).  
 

Priests: A priest is a man who has been 
ordained for sacramental ministry and 
these fall into two categories: A) Diocesan 
(or Secular) Priests can either be attached 
to a diocese and who serve under a 
bishop. Their ministry is usually oriented 
toward pastoral service. B) Religious 
Priests are members of religious 
communities (like the Franciscans, Jesuits, 
Salvatorians, or Carmelites) and their lives 
are guided by the special mission and 
charism of their community. While both 
kinds of priest practice sacramental 
ministry, their spirituality and how they 
live out their priesthood can be very 
different.  
 

Brothers: Brothers are non-ordained 
members of religious communities (such 
as those mentioned above) who live lives 
committed to prayer and service. 
Religious priests and brothers serve 
together in their communities and their 
ministries include much more than the 
care of parishes.  
 

Monks, Friars, and Canons: These are 
broad categories that include religious 
priests and brothers, and each of these is 
connected to specific ways of life and 
spiritualities. ©LPi 

 

Mondays, 7-8 PM, Worship Space 
Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus 

every week. You can also join us in our 
Adoration Chapel 24/7. The code for 

access is 9675*.  

Join us for inspirational talks on the Holy Eucharist & our life with Christ at our annual 
Parish Mission. Our guest speaker this year will be Fr. Ralph O’ Donnell who will speak 
March 17-18. Our Parish Mission will conclude on Tuesday, March 19th with a Parish-
Wide Reconciliation Service from 7-8:30 PM. There will be a freewill offering 
benefitting Catholic Charities of Omaha. Light hospitality will be provided.  

The Easter Flowers 
Memorial collection is to 
remember loved ones 
that have gone before 
us on the occasion of 
Easter. Please be sure to 
add your loved one's name in the special 
intention field. For inclusion in bulletin, 
memorials must be received 
by March 22nd. Scan the QR 
code to contribute online or 
place envelopes in the 
collection basket.  

https://stephen.org/lent/
https://stephen.org/parish-mission/


 
 

Saturday, March 9 
 8:15 am SI Esther Gninefou & James Gninefou (ZT) 
  5:00 pm SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 

Sunday,  March 10 
 7:30 am † Arthur D Houston (DB) 
  9:00 am † Patricia Fields (ZT) 
10:30 am † Bob Menard (ZT) 
 6:00 pm † Angelo Felici (DH)  

 

Monday, March 11 
6:30 am SI Patrick Tucker (ZT) 
8:15 am † Jane Schuyler (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, March 12 
 6:30 am † Leonard Kruse (ZT) 
 8:15 am † Dave Ryan (DB) 
  

Wednesday, March 13 
 6:30 am † Michael Strehle (ZT) 
 8:15 am † Leovigildo & Concepcion  
   Gutierre (DB) 
 

Thursday, March 14 
 6:30 am † Terry & Marie Zrust (DB) 
 8:15 am † Gene Zywiec (DB) 
 

Friday, March 15 
 6:30 am SI Daniel Manyout (ZT) 
  8:15 am † Mark Fuchs (DB) 
 

Saturday, March 16 
 8:15 am † Rich McCormick (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Michael Strehle (ZT) 
 

Sunday,  March 17 
 7:30 am † Roger Pribnow (ZT) 
  9:00 am SI Dcn Scott & Julie Tylski (ZT) 
10:30 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Judy Klein (DB)  

 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker;  
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman 

 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org or 
402-896-9675. 

Berneice Adams 
Tiffany Cole, wife of Jim, mother of Jaeli, Eli, Brynlee & Millie 
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim 
John Lewandowski, husband of Suzie 
Max Rocha, husband of Kelly, father of Jayden, KK, Trinity and Xander 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy 
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Kim Weeks 
Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike 
Dan Liles, husband of Lori, father of Cash and Jerzy 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  
Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  

 

Sister Clarice, a member of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, worked in 
Pastoral Care at our parish for 
14 years before retiring and 
returning to her community in 
St. Louis in 2020. She was an 
amazing witness to what service 
means in our parish. Sister 
Clarice passed away on 
Saturday, March 2nd. Sister 
Clarice’s funeral will be on 

March 14th in St. Louis, MO. We ask you to join us 
in praying for the repose of her soul. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace. Amen.  

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org


 
Gather, pray and make Prayer Shawls/

Blankets to be given to persons experiencing a crisis in 
their life. The group meets the second Wednesday of each 
month from 9:15 to 11 AM in the Parish Center. Questions? 
Contact: Kathy Stodola at (402) 981-1592. If you would like 
to help but can’t knit, tie or crochet—this group is seeking 
donations of yarn, fleece, or JoAnns or Walmart gift cards. 
Donations can be dropped off to Colleen Eusterwiemann in 
the Parish Center. 

We are accepting nominations for our Council of Catholic 
Women’s “Woman of the Year” Award. The Council of 
Catholic Women supports, empowers, and educates the 
Catholic women in the Archdiocese of Omaha, specifically 
in the areas of spirituality, service and leadership. Written 
submissions for considerations for this year’s honoree 
must include the reason for you nominating her with a 
brief bio sent to gigistamp@cox.net by midnight on March 
12. Thank you! 

The Saint Stephens Knights of Columbus are accepting 
applications for the 2024 Deacon Wesley Kreun Memorial 
Scholarship. This is not an academic scholarship. We award 
based upon the applicant’s service to our parish family and 
involvement in other charitable activities which align with our 
Catholic faith. We will award four $500 dollar 1-year 
scholarships to individuals attending a local Catholic High 
School and four $1,000 1-year scholarships to individuals 
attending an accredited college or university. Additionally, new 
this year, we will award one $1,000 scholarship to an individual 
attending a trade school. Applications are available either from 
the kiosk in the Gathering Space or from our website 
kofc10160.org until April 30, 24. Completed applications must 
be submitted to the Saint Stephen the Martyr Parish Office by 
May 1st. If you have any questions, please reach out to Hank 
Hardy at hhardy@janome-america.com. 

Join PrimeTimers for Cards & Games this Thursday at 
1PM in the Parish Center: Stop by and see what's 
happening on Cards and Games Thursdays! Meet some 
new friends and have a fun afternoon. You will feel 
welcomed! Bring a friend and a snack to share! Questions? 
Email us at stephens.primetimers@gmail.com. 

mailto:gigistamp@cox.net
http://kofc10160.org/
mailto:hhardy@janome-america.com
mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE
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