
“Then the Father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” –Luke 15:32 
 

This concluding sentence from the well-known story of the Prodigal Son does a great 
job of summarizing why we celebrate the Sacrament of Penance. Through the 
process of conversion, we realize that we have sinned against God and His Church, 
and our only desire is to come back to full unity with Him and His people. The Church 
gives us three different rites for coming back to God the Father in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. The first is the Order for Reconciling Individual Penitents; the second 
is the Order for Reconciling Several Penitents with Individual Confession and 
Absolution; the third is the Order for Reconciling Several Penitents with General 
Confession and Absolution. The first two rites are those that are normally celebrated 
in the life of the Church and the third rite is reserved for exceptional circumstances 
where there is “grave need”. 
 

The Order for Reconciling Individual Penitents takes place with a priest and a penitent. 
Even though there are only two people involved, this is still considered a communal 
act of worship, since the priest is the representative of the Church, and the penitent 
is a member of the larger Body of Christ. This form begins with a greeting by the 
priest and the sign of the cross. Next comes the confession of sins and the 
acceptance of the penance given by the priest, followed by the penitent praying the 
Act of Contrition. Finally, the priest offers the prayer of absolution, and a brief 
dismissal. 
 

The Order for Reconciling Several Penitents with Individual Confession and Absolution is 
that of a group of penitents gathered with individual confession and absolution of 
sins. The Church teaches that the communal celebration (what we offer as a 
“Penance Service” during Advent and Lent) “shows more clearly the ecclesial nature 
of penance. Celebrating the Sacrament of Penance in a communal setting, centered 
on God’s Word proclaimed in Scripture, is the most appropriate manner for us to 
experience the gift of healing in our own personal lives and in the life of the parish 
and the greater Church.” In this celebration, the community gathers to listen to the 
word of God, which proclaims His mercy and invites them to conversion. At the 
conclusion of the Liturgy of the Word, the community then prays a litany or is led 
through a brief examination of conscience. The Rite of Reconciliation begins with a 
general confession of sins. This is usually the Confetior that we pray together at the 
beginning of Mass. The Lord’s Prayer is said together, and the penitents then go to 
the stations where the priests will hear individual confessions. The form will follow 
that of Reconciling Individual Penitents, except that the Act of Contrition is not prayed 
(we prayed it together).  
 

Celebrating the Sacrament of Penance in 12 Steps 
1) Prepare to celebrate the Sacrament by examining your conscience. Please 

consider writing notes to help you remember what you want to confess. 
2) The Priest will welcome you. Don’t be afraid. We’re here to serve in the person of 

Christ. Our work is to offer the mercy and peace of Jesus. 
3) Make the sign of the cross. Say these or similar words: “Bless me Father for I 

have sinned. It has been _______ (weeks, months, years) since my last 
Confession. These are my sins.” 

4) Tell the priest your sins. The Church teaches that the penitent must confess 
“number and kind” of each sin. The confession of sin should be specific, concise 
and to the point. For example, saying, “I sinned against the Fourth 
Commandment,” isn’t specific enough. Name your sins. Say how many times you 
committed the sin. If you can’t remember the exact number, give an estimate. 
On the other hand, there is no need to include all sorts of information around 
the circumstances of each sin. If the priest wants additional information, he will 
ask questions. Also, it is not necessary to confess sins from your past, unless 
you neglected to confess a mortal sin. 

5) Say these or similar words: “For these and all my sins, I am sorry.”  
6) The priest may ask questions or offer a word of encouragement or guidance. 

Please note that Confession is not the time for in-depth spiritual direction or a 
place to ask for detailed advice on how to address a situation. If you need that 
kind of spiritual help, please make a separate appointment with the priest. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM–6:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 3/5-3/11, 2024: 
     

Actual:          $38,777 
Budget: $46,290 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $1,810,316 
FYTD Budget: $1,790,452 
 

Second Collection for  
Catholic Relief Services                        $2,925.54  
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135.  

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Fr. Zach Tucker at (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning. 

 Enrollment for 2024/2025 School Year: We are still accepting new student 
applications for the 24/25 school year. Once your application has been 
accepted, our office will send you an enrollment packet to complete. To 
apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions.

 Tickets On Sale for Finding Nemo, Jr. Musical: See our 
students live on stage this year as we present the musical 
production of Finding Nemo, Jr! Performances will be held 
in the gym on Friday, March 22nd at 7:30 PM and Saturday, 
March 23rd at 7 PM. The gym doors will open 30 minutes 
before show time and seating is available on a first-come 
basis. Tickets may be purchased at the door. 

 

 Vacation Bible School: We are so excited to dive into 
friendship with God this summer at our SCUBA Vacation 
Bible School. Registration is now open at stephen.org/vbs 
or by scanning the QR Code found on page 3 of this 
bulletin. We are also recruiting for both youth volunteers 
and adult station leaders. 

 Eucharistic Miracles Display: Parents are invited to come view the 
Eucharistic Miracles Display set up in the Gathering space during their child’s 
class time, the week of March 19th & 20th. 

 Dinner & Auction Fundraiser: Students are being asked to bring in $1 or 
more to raise money for SSM Dinner & Auction Outdoor Game Basket that 
the Rel. Ed. Department will sponsor. If we raise $300, a student will have 
the opportunity to pie Fr. Zach in the face!  

 

 Witness Wednesdays: High Schoolers are invited to join us for Witness 
Wednesdays every week from 8–9:30 PM. Join us March 20th at St. 
Wenceslaus. Don’t miss this opportunity to get to know friends and grow in 
your friendship with Jesus! Find all information and future dates at 
stephen.org/witness-wednesdays. 

 Register Now for Steubenville of Rochester! Join us for a 
weekend experience of your Catholic faith in Rochester, MN. All 
rising freshmen in high school through rising freshmen in 
college are invited to attend this weekend retreat with our 
group. Visit stephen.org/steubenville for more information.  

 Totus Tuus: Registration is now open and we are also seeking volunteers to 
host missionaries, provide meals and provide snacks for attendees. Learn 
more at stephen.org/totus-tuus or on page 3 of this bulletin.  

Millie Rose Cahill,  
daughter of Riley and Hanna 

 

Nash Alexander Zelei,  
son of Cameron and Cheyanne 

(continued from page 1) 
7) The priest will assign a work of penance, usually prayers, sacrifices, acts of 

charity, etc., to help amend your life. 
8) Express your sorrow for your sins through praying an Act of Contrition. This has 

already been done together if you are participating in a Penance Service. 
9) Receive God’s forgiveness as the priest prays the Prayer of Absolution. 
10) Give praise to God, as the priest says something like, “Go in peace” (“Thanks be to 

God!”), or “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,” (For his mercy endures 
forever!”). 

11) Perform your penance. 
12) Amend your life. Remember that a “firm purpose of amendment” is a part of 

validly receiving the Sacrament. Celebrating the Sacrament of Penance is the 
easy part. The difficult part is actually changing our life, so we don’t commit these 
sins again. 

 

To conclude this four-week series of articles on sin and forgiveness, I encourage you 
to make some time in the last days of Lent to examine your own lives and to 
recognize how you have harmed or broken your relationship with God and His 
Church. I also strongly encourage you to approach the Sacrament of Penance, either 
in our parish Penance Service on Tuesday evening, March 19th, or in our scheduled 
times for individual confession. You can find these dates and times in our bulletin, 
and on our website. Also note that we have confession guides available on the 
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space, in the brochure rack near the parish office 
door, and on the stand between the Reconciliation Room doors. We have distributed 
several thousand of these over the last few years, and just ordered 1,000 more. 
 

“Confession is an act of honesty and courage, an act of entrusting ourselves, beyond 
sin, to the mercy of a loving and forgiving God.” –Saint John Paul II 
 

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might 
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going 
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls.” –1Peter 2:24-25 

God bless you, 
Fr. Dave Belt 

The Easter Flowers Memorial collection is to 
remember loved ones that have gone before us on 
the occasion of Easter. Please be sure to add your 
loved one's name in the special intention field. For 
inclusion in bulletin, memorials must be 

received by March 22nd. Scan the QR 
code to contribute online or place 
envelopes in the collection basket.  

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
https://stephen.org/give/
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
https://stephen.org/vbs/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/
https://stephen.org/steubenville/
https://stephen.org/totus-tuus/


https://stephen.org/vbs/
https://stephen.org/totus-tuus/
https://stephen.org/egg-hunt/
https://stephen.org/fish-fry-fridays/
https://stephen.org/dinner/


Question: Why do parishes have the 
Blessed Sacrament in a separate room?  
 

Answer: While many Catholics of a 
certain age have memories of the Blessed 
Sacrament being housed in the 
tabernacle on the high altar of the 
church, many parishes in the decades 
since the Second Vatican Council have 
chosen to build a separate space — a 
reservation chapel — where the Blessed 
Sacrament is kept. Although this practice 
is not universal, it is in keeping with the 
guidance offered by the US Bishops in 
their document Built of Living Stones (see 
nos 77-78). The goal is to create a space 
that is separated from the nave and 
sanctuary, but which is “integrally 
connected with the church” which can 
foster “reverence and can provide the 
quiet and focus needed for personal 
prayer.” This can be especially important 
for communities that have continuous 
eucharistic adoration, allowing people to 
come and pray in a space separate from 
the normal activities of parish life.  
 

The practice of reserving the Eucharist in 
a separate space — or in a dignified 
location away from the altar where Mass 
is celebrated — is that it emphasizes the 
importance of the liturgy itself, which is 
the “source and summit” of the life of the 
Church.  
 

As with many things in the Church, the 
practice of placing the tabernacle in the 
sanctuary or in a separate chapel is not 
universal (as can be seen in visits to 
historic churches in Rome and other 
places). The important thing is that as 
communities question where to place the 
tabernacle, they listen to the voice of the 
Church, explore the ancient and varied 
liturgical tradition of the Church, consider 
the needs and life of the community, and 
also take into account the architecture 
and limits of the spaces they might 
already have.   

©LPi 

 

Please note: There will be no 
Adoration on Monday, March 18th 

due to the Parish Mission.  
Please join us there!  

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus 
every week. You can also join us in our 

Adoration Chapel 24/7. The code for 
access is 9675*.  

Join us for inspirational talks on the Holy Eucharist & our life with Christ at our annual 
Parish Mission. Our guest speaker this year will be Fr. Ralph O’ Donnell who will speak 
March 17th and 18th. Our Parish Mission will conclude on Tuesday, March 19th with a 
final reflection from Fr. Ralph at 6:40 PM followed by a Parish-Wide Reconciliation 
Service from 7-8:30 PM. There will be a freewill offering benefitting Catholic Charities 
of Omaha. Light hospitality will be provided.  

https://stephen.org/eucharistic-miracles-of-the-world-exhibit-coming-to-st-stephen/
https://stephen.org/easter/


 
 

Saturday, March 16 
 8:15 am † Rich McCormick (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Michael Strehle (ZT) 
 

Sunday,  March 17 
 7:30 am † Roger Pribnow (ZT) 
  9:00 am SI Dcn Scott & Julie Tylski (ZT) 
10:30 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Judy Klein (DB)  

 

Monday, March 18 
6:30 am SI Patrick Tucker (ZT) 
8:15 am † Thomas Phillipp (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, March 19 
 6:30 am † Gene Zywiec (DB) 
 8:15 am † Patricia Whipple (ZT) 
  

Wednesday, March 20 
 6:30 am † Leonard Kruse (DB) 
 8:15 am † Kate Stork (ZT) 
 

Thursday, March 21 
 6:30 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr. (DB) 
 8:15 am † Gene Zywiec (DB) 
 

Friday, March 22 
 6:30 am † Leonard Kruse (DB) 
  8:15 am SI Fr. Tobias Letak (ZT) 
 

Saturday, March 23 
 8:15 am † Grace Kankousky (ZT) 
  5:00 pm SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 

Sunday,  March 24 — Palm Sunday 
 7:30 am † Roger Pribnow (DB) 
  9:00 am † Cathy Greise (DB) 
10:30 am † Erin Doll (ZT) 
 6:00 pm † Mike Strehle (ZT)  

 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker 
 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org or 
402-896-9675. 

 
Betty Brinster, wife of Jerry  
Berneice Adams 
Tiffany Cole, wife of Jim, mother of Jaeli, Eli, 
Brynlee & Millie 
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim 
John Lewandowski, husband of Suzie 
Max Rocha, husband of Kelly, father of Jayden, KK, 
Trinity and Xander 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy 
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Kim Weeks 
Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike 
Dan Liles, husband of Lori, father of Cash and Jerzy 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  
Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  

 

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

Women of St. Stephen the 
Martyr are invited to Bunco 
Night on Thursday, March 21st 
from 7-9 PM in the Parish Center. Bunco is hosted by the 
Council of Catholic Women every third Thursday of the 
month. Must be 21+; $10/person. Questions? Contact Sue 
Hepp at hepp.sue@gmail.com  

Join PrimeTimers for Cards & Games on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of every month at 1PM in the Parish 
Center: Stop by and see what's happening on Cards and 
Games Thursdays! Meet some new friends and have a fun 
afternoon. You will feel welcomed! Bring a friend and a 
snack to share! Questions? Email us at 
stephens.primetimers@gmail.com. 

 
ROMAN FORUM TOASTMASTERS MEETING 
The Ah's have it. Join the Roman Forum Toastmasters for their next 
meeting in the Parish Center on Wednesday, March 20th at 11:30 
AM. Contact Tom Johnson at 402-598-4867 for information.  
 

RETREAT AT ST. BENEDICT CENTER 
We invite you to join the Benedictine monks of Christ the King Priory in 
their prayer and worship during the ‘Three Holy Days’. The retreat titled 
“On the Third Day He Rose Again” will be on March 27– 31st. Times of 
silence, meditation and talks that will help us to focus on the mystery of 
Christ’s passion and resurrection. Register now at StBenedictCenter.com. 
 

CATHOLIC BUSINESS GROUP OMAHA MARCH EVENT 
Join Catholic Business Group of Omaha’s March Networking Event on 
Thursday, March 21st from 4:30-6 PM at the OCI Building, 4221 No. 
203rd St. There is always quality networking, conversation and growing 
our Catholic faith. Join us to create business connections, learn from 
others about Catholic resources here in Omaha and learn about local 
Catholic businesses. Thank You to Johnstone Supply Omaha and 
CatholicFutures.org.  

mailto:hepp.sue@gmail.com
mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
https://christthekingpriory.com/sbcabout/
https://catholicfutures.org/
https://www.osvhub.com/stephen/forms/2024-spring-st-stephen-micro-soccer-registration
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE




