
“’Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said 
to him, ‘You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the 
first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on 
these two commandments.’” –Matthew 22: 36-40 
 

Jesus didn’t just teach His followers about love—He showed His followers what true 
love meant by laying down His life for each one of us. Genuine love for God and 
neighbor means that we must lay down our lives every day—in acts of forgiveness, 
charity, compassion, and generosity. But the reality of life is that there are times 
when we choose to act out of selfishness, anger, hatred, and lust. Because God gave 
each of us the gift of free will, we can choose between love and selfishness, between 
life and death. What happens when we choose to be selfish, when we choose death 
through our sin? 
 

This deliberate choice to be self-centered, to be hurtful or to neglect the needs of 
others; this choice to give in to our selfish desires and passions is what we call “sin.” 
First and foremost, sin is an offense against God, a break in our union with Him. At 
the same time, it damages or breaks our union with the Church. To restore the union 
with God and with His people, we must first open ourselves to the process of 
conversion. We must see that our hearts are heavy and hardened by sin and that 
God is the only one that can give us a new heart. Conversion is God’s grace present 
in our lives, making our hearts return to Him. God gives us the strength to begin 
again, as we discover the awesome power and presence of God’s love within us. It is 
in this discovery that we are shaken by the weight of sin in our lives, and we are filled 
with remorse and sadness, knowing that we have offended God by our sins and have 
separated ourselves from Him. 
 

What do we do when we are so touched by God’s grace that we see how we have 
sinned against Him and His people? How do we restore the union that has been 
bruised and broken by our own offenses? How do we “come back” to God when we 
have wandered far from Him? The Sacrament of Penance offers us the possibility of 
conversion, of beginning our life in Christ once again, and of restoring our 
relationship with God and with the Church. Through the ministry of the priest, who 
acts “in the person of Christ” when he presides over the Sacraments, the heart of 
God the Father should be revealed to the repentant sinner and the image of Christ 
the Good Shepherd should be seen in the priest’s patience and compassion. The 
priest is, at the same time, “the sign and the instrument of God’s merciful love for the 
sinner” (CCC #1465). 
 

The Sacrament of Penance is a Sacrament of healing for us. We bring our lives—
infected by sin—to the priest, who serves as the “spiritual doctor” for his people. We 
open the wound that has been caused by sin, we name our sins, and we accept an 
act of penance from the priest, which is seen as a remedy for the infection of sin. 
Finally, we allow the infection to be removed by God’s grace, spoken through the 
Prayer of Absolution offered by the priest and the fulfillment of the penance. 
 

Please note that it is not the role of the priest to sit in judgment of the penitent. We 
are there to love, to guide, and to challenge. Some people say that they will not come 
to Confession because they are afraid that I will look at them differently outside of 
the Sacrament of Penance. The truth is, I do look at you differently. I love you even 
more because I have witnessed how God has brought about conversion in you and 
how you have responded in love to that call. All priests are also bound by the 
“sacramental seal,” which means that what the penitent has revealed to the priest 
remains “sealed” by the sacrament. The Church declares that every priest who hears 
confessions is bound under very severe penalties to keep absolute secrecy regarding 
what penitents have told him. 
 

Next week I will write about the types of sin and how to prepare for the Sacrament of 
Penance. 
 

“If we say, ‘We are without sin,’ we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from every wrongdoing. If we say, ‘We have not sinned,’ we make Him a 
liar, and His word is not in us.” –1 John 1:8-10 

God Bless,  
Father Dave 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM–6:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

Join us for inspirational talks to help you grow closer 
to Christ this Lent at our annual Parish Mission. Our 
guest speaker this year is Fr. Ralph O’ Donnell who 
will speak March 17 and 18. Our Parish Mission will 
conclude on Tuesday, March 19th with a Parish-Wide 
Reconciliation Service from 7-8:30 PM. There will be 
a freewill offering benefitting Catholic Charities of 
Omaha. Light hospitality will be provided.  

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 2/20-2/26, 2024: 
     

Actual:          $45,875 
Budget: $47,576 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $1,704,834 
FYTD Budget: $1,697,320 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135.  

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Fr. Zach Tucker at (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Enrollment for 2024/2025 School Year: We are still accepting new 
student applications for the 24/25 school year. Once your application 
has been accepted, our office will send you an enrollment packet to 
complete. To apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions. 

 Tickets On Sale for Finding Nemo, Jr. 
Musical: See our students live on stage this 
year as we present the musical production of 
Finding Nemo, Jr! Performances will be held 
in the gym on Friday, March 22nd at 7:30 PM 
and Saturday, March 23rd at 7 PM. The gym 
doors will open 30 minutes before show time 
and seating is available on a first-come basis. 
Tickets may be purchased in advance at 
school.stephen.org/musical or at the door.  

 
 
 

 Seeking Station Leaders for VBS this summer:  
Station Leaders are our 
volunteers who present 
the material in the stations 
to the children. Each 
station leader will have a 
manual that is easy to 
follow with the day's 
activities and a few middle 
or high school volunteers 
assigned to assist them. 
Adult volunteers may 
waive the tuition of one 
child participating in VBS. 
Scan the QR code to volunteer.  
 

 Witness Wednesdays: High Schoolers are invited to join us for Witness 
Wednesdays every week from 8–9:30 PM. Join us March 6th at St. 
Wenceslaus. Don’t miss this opportunity to get to know friends and 
grow in your friendship with Jesus! Find all information and future dates 
at stephen.org/witness-wednesdays. 

 Register Now for Steubenville of Rochester! Join us for a 
weekend experience of your Catholic faith in Rochester, MN. 
All rising freshmen in high school through rising freshmen in 
college are invited to attend this weekend retreat with our 
group. Visit stephen.org/steubenville for more information.  

Maria Fe Riedesel Herrera,  
daughter of Jacob and Angela 

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
https://stephen.org/give/
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
https://school.stephen.org/musical/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/
https://stephen.org/steubenville/
https://stephen.org/vbs/
https://stephen.org/sports-club-soccer/
https://stephen.org/totus-tuus/
https://stephen.org/vbs/


 
 

CARDS & GAMES EVERY SECOND AND 
FOURTH THURSDAY: Stop by and see 
what's happening on Cards and Games 
Thursdays! Meet some new friends and 
have a fun afternoon. We play Pitch, 
Manipulation, and Bridge players are 
often looking for a fourth! Don't play 
cards? How about a game of Mexican 
Train Dominoes or Tripoley. Or why not 
introduce us to your favorite game! You 
will feel welcomed! Bring a friend and a 
snack to share as we meet at the Parish 
Center! It’s also a great time to donate 
an item to the SSM Food Pantry. 
Questions? Contact us at 
stephens.primetimers@gmail.com. 

We are accepting nominations for our Council of Catholic Women’s 
“Woman of the Year” Award. The Council of Catholic Women 
supports, empowers, and educates the Catholic women in the 

Archdiocese of Omaha, specifically in the areas of spirituality, service and leadership. 
Written submissions for considerations for this year’s honoree must include the 
reason for you nominating her with a brief bio sent to gigistamp@cox.net by midnight 
on March 12. Thank you! 

The Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus are accepting applications for the 2024 Deacon 
Wesley Kreun Memorial Scholarship. This is not an academic scholarship. We award based 
upon the applicant’s service to our parish family and involvement in other charitable 
activities which align with our Catholic faith. We will award four $500 dollar 1-year 
scholarships to individuals attending a local Catholic High School and four $1,000 1-year 
scholarships to individuals attending an accredited college or university. Additionally, new 
this year, we will award one $1,000 scholarship to an individual attending a trade 
school. Applications are available either from the kiosk in the Gathering Space or from our 
website kofc10160.org until April 30, 2024. Completed applications must be submitted to 
the Saint Stephen the Martyr Parish Office by May 1st. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Hank Hardy at hhardy@janome-america.com. 

mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
mailto:gigistamp@cox.net
http://kofc10160.org/
mailto:hhardy@janome-america.com
https://stephen.org/fish-fry-fridays/
https://stephen.org/egg-hunt/
https://one.bidpal.net/dinnerandauction24/ticketing(details:ticketing-summary)


Question: Is it ever ok to leave Mass 
before it ends? 
 

Answer: This is an interesting question 
because beneath the surface there seems 
to be an assumption that if it’s okay, then 
why do we have to stay after we receive 
communion? The short answer is “no,” 
but we definitely want to go a bit deeper 
as we consider why. First, when we think 
about questions like this, we must 
consider this in adult terms. If there is 
something gravely important that we 
need to do, then we must attend to that. 
However, if it is a matter of convenience 
or preference, then we really have to stop 
and think again. First, while we always 
want to recognize the importance of 
sacramental communion in the Mass, we 
also need to understand how important 
the time of thanksgiving and prayer after 
communion is. This is summarized in the 
Prayer After Communion offered by the 
celebrant and then we are also 
commissioned to “Go forth” during the 
Dismissal of the Mass, reminding us that 
we have been entrusted with a gift — the 
Word of God and the Presence of Christ 
in the sacrament — and that we are to 
share that gift with others. If we simply 
leave after we receive communion, we 
risk two things. First, there is the 
possibility that we will turn our reception 
of communion into a purely personal, 
individual experience that is separated 
from our common experience of worship 
— and communion in the fullest sense — 
and, second, we lose an opportunity for 
gratitude and serious reflection if we 
simply leave after communion. This time 
of thanksgiving, reflection, and, 
ultimately, missioning, are important and, 
in the end, an essential part of the 
celebration of the Mass. ©LPi 

 

Mondays, 7-8 PM, Worship Space 
 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus 
every week. You can also join us in our 

Adoration Chapel 24/7. The code for 
access is 9675*.  

Join our family of parishes for an Evening of Reflection with Deacon Tim McNeil 
featuring the power of prayer. When the night is over, you’ll forget about your watch, 
smartphone, and devices and be more aware of the people around you and their 
needs. You’ll hear real-life testimony of how Jesus’ life flows through others and witness 
the beauty of lifting a person to God.  



 
 

Saturday, March 2 
 8:15 am † Rich Johns (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Kyle Andersen (ZT) 
 

Sunday,  March 3 
 7:30 am † Charle, Frederie, Agnes Aflagah (ZT) 
  9:00 am † Gene Mitchell (DB) 
10:30 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Joe Latoza (MS)  

 

Monday, March 4 
6:30 am † JoAnn Spurgin (ZT) 
8:15 am † Rich Johns (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, March 5 
 6:30 am † Merlin Loberg (DB) 
 8:15 am † Claude Welch (ZT) 
  

Wednesday, March 6 
 6:30 am † Jim Willette (DB) 
 8:15 am † Gerald Moseke (ZT) 
 

Thursday, March 7 
 6:30 am † Michael Strehle (DB) 
 8:15 am † Rich Johns (DB) 
 

Friday, March 8 
 6:30 am † David Lange (DB) 
  8:15 am † Mark Fuchs (ZT) 
 

Saturday, March 9 
 8:15 am SI Esther Gninefou & James Gninefou (ZT) 
  5:00 pm SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 

Sunday,  March 10 
 7:30 am † Arthur D Houston (DB) 
  9:00 am † Patricia Fields (ZT) 
10:30 am † Bob Menard (ZT) 
 6:00 pm † Angelo Felici (DH)  

 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker;  
MS = Fr. Matt Spotts; DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman 

 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org or 
402-896-9675. 

Rochelle Thomas, wife of Norman 
Jeanette Peterson, mother of Pamela and Debi 
 

Berneice Adams 
Tiffany Cole, wife of Jim, mother of Jaeli, Eli, 
Brynlee & Millie 
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim 
John Lewandowski, husband of Suzie 
Max Rocha, husband of Kelly, father of Jayden, KK, 
Trinity and Xander 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy 
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Kim Weeks 
Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike 
Dan Liles, husband of Lori, father of Cash and Jerzy 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  
Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  

 

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR 8TH GRADE GIRLS ATTENDING CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL: Catholic Daughters Court #2182 Mary Immaculate 
from Christ the King is accepting scholarship applications from 
8th grade girls planning to attend a Catholic High School their 
freshman year. Any student interested in the $1,000 scholarship 
should contact Marilyn Lowery at mlowery122153@gmail.com by 
Friday, March 15, for an application. All applications will be due by 
April 5, with the winner presented at their meeting on May 14. 
 

MAGNIFICAT-OMAHA UPCOMING EVENTS  
Lenten Brunch: All women are invited to the Magnificat-Omaha 
Lenten Brunch at St. Robert Bellarmine March 9th at 9:30 AM. Our 
guest speaker is Julie Storr, OSB Oblate, an inspiring speaker/writer 
and founder of the LectiotheLiturgy.com. She will inspire you to hold 
on to joy during your Lenten journey. Cost: $20. Find more info and 
register at magnificatomaha.org.  
Life in the Spirit Retreat: All women are invited to the Magnificat-
Omaha Life in the Spirit Retreat on March 23rd, from 9 AM to 2 
PM  at St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church. The cost is $10, 
including a Box Lunch. Register by March 7th at 
magnificatomaha.org.  
 

CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY 8-DAY SILENT RETREATS 
Now in it’s 50th year, Creighton University’s Christian Spirituality 
program invites you to an individually directed 8-day silent Ignatian 
Retreat. Join us May 17-26th or May 28– June 6th at the Creighton 
University Retreat Center in Griswold, IA. Contact csp@creighton.edu.  
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT CATHOLIC CEMETERIES: 
Come pray with us on the Wednesdays of Lent. We will journey The 
Stations of the Cross in Holy Angels Mausoleum in Resurrection 
Cemetery at 78th and Center at 6 PM starting on February 21st. On 
Good Friday we invite you to walk the Stations of the Cross at 3 PM in 
Calvary Cemetery at 78th and Center Rd. For further information 
please contact Deacon Jim Tardy at 402-391-3711 or 
jtardy@catholiccem.com.  

We are here to promote a 
culture of life & support in our community and parish. If 
you are pregnant or parenting and in need of assistance, 
please reach out to Colleen at 402-861-4538 or 
c.eusterwiemann@stephen.org. 

February 14—April 7 
 

Say the rosary every day for 54 
days with the intention that 
abortion becomes illegal in 

Nebraska. Each Wednesday during 
Lent at 7:45 AM, we will pray the 

rosary for this Novena as a parish 
family. This will take place prior to 

the 8:15 AM Mass. Visit 
stephen.org for more information 

on this devotion.   

mailto:mlowery122153@gmail.com
https://www.lectiotheliturgy.com/
https://magnificatomaha.org/
https://magnificatomaha.org/
mailto:csp@creighton.edu
mailto:jtardy@catholiccem.com
mailto:c.eusterwiemann@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/54-day-novena/
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE
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