
 
“Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much 
fruit, because without me you can do nothing.” 
 
Jesus uses the image of the vine and the branches this 
weekend to illustrate how vital it is for us to stay 
connected to him. Just as a vine cannot bear fruit if it is 
separated from the branch, so we cannot live full, fruitful 
lives if we are separated from Jesus. 
 
How often have we tried to begin a project or make a decision without 
taking it to prayer first? How often do we strive to do our will instead of 
doing the will of the Father? We are nothing; we can do nothing without the 
grace of Jesus Christ. Let us pray that, as Saint Stephen the Martyr Parish 
continues to grow and flourish, we may always make time to give thanks for 
God’s generosity and that we may stay connected to Jesus through the 
Eucharist, Sacrament of Reconciliation, prayer, and works of mercy. 
 
“Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born, 
If he’s not born in thee, thy soul is still forlorn. 
The cross on Golgotha will never save thy soul, 
The cross in thine own heart alone can make thee whole.” 

— Angelus Silesius 
 
 

God Bless, 
Father Dave 
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April 28, 2024 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM–6:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 
 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Zach Tucker 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

 

Lindsey Becker &  
Luke Chamberlain  

 
Our faith community wishes you many blessings! 

 

Abby Ann Kroupa, 
daughter of Jacob and Jaclyn 

National Day of Prayer is an annual observance 
designated by the United States Congress and held 
on the first Thursday of May. People are asked "to 

turn to God in prayer and meditation". The 
president signs a proclamation each year 

encouraging all Americans to pray on this day.  
 

We are asked to pray for our government leaders, 
our military, for those working in media, business 
and education. We also pray for our churches and 

our families.  
 

God, You are a shield for all those who take refuge in 
You. As we abide in You and Your Word abides in us, we 

take up our shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit 
which is the Word of God and run boldly into the 

darkness to Lift Up the Word and Light Up the World! 
In the Mighty name of Jesus we pray, Amen! 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
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Offertory & Online Giving 4/16-4/22/24: 
     

Actual:          $42,643 
Budget: $50,167 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $2,107,298 
FYTD Budget: $2,080,377 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135. 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact Fr. Zach Tucker at (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

 May Crowning—May 3rd: Students are invited to bring a flower for 
Mary on Friday, May 3rd. Flowers will be arranged and taken to the 
church to honor Mary during our May Crowning prayer service.  

 Stock up for Summer at our Spring Book Fair: The Spring Book Fair is 
May 6th-10th, 7:30-7:55 AM and 3:30-3:55 PM. If you can’t make it to 
the Fair, you can shop at our school’s Online Book Fair. All orders ship 
directly to your home, and shipping is free for book orders over $25. All 
orders, including online orders, benefit our school! For more details or 
to shop the online book fair, visit school.stephen.org/book-fair. 

 Order Your 24-25 School Supply Packs: Home & School is again 
organizing the sale of school supply packs through Educational 
Products, Inc. (EPI). School Supply Packs ordered through EPI are 
delivered directly to the school and placed in your child's classroom 
before Back to School Night. To order, visit educationalproducts.com/
ShopPacks and enter school code STS021. Be sure to order for your 
child's 2024/2025 grade level. The order deadline is June 2, 2024. 

 Open Home & School Positions: We are preparing for another year of 
supporting our school! We have several opportunities to get involved! 
To view the positions and sign up, visit school.stephen.org/volunteer.

 School Advisory Board End of the Year Nominations: 
Each year our School Advisory Board honors individuals for 
their hard work and dedication to our students. Scan the QR 
Code to nominate your favorite teachers, support staff 
members and volunteers!

 Enrollment for 2024/2025 School Year: We are still accepting new 
student applications for the 24/25 school year. Once your application 
has been accepted, our office will send you an enrollment packet to 
complete. To apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions.

 
 
 
 

 Last week of classes will be April 30 & May 1st. Thank you for 
entrusting your children with us. It has been an awesome year. Have a 
very safe and blessed summer! 

 Vacation Bible School Registration Closed: We have reached capacity 
for our Vacation Bible School. You may still contact the RE Office at 
e.smith@stephen.org to be added to the waitlist. The office will contact 
you if spots become available. We still have spots reserved for children 
of volunteers! Sign up to volunteer at stephen.org/vbs.  

 Registration for the 2024-2025 school year has begun. Please visit 
stephen.org/religious-education for more information and to register.  

 
 
 
 

 Witness Wednesdays: Join us May 1st from 8—9:30 PM at St. 
Wenceslaus. Don’t miss this opportunity to get to know friends and 
grow in your friendship with Jesus! Find all information and future 
dates at stephen.org/witness-wednesdays. 

 Register for Totus Tuus & volunteer to help: 

Regarding our Catholic faith, do you “walk the talk?” 
Do your actions reflect what it means to be a good 
disciple? Are you an active participant at Sunday 
Mass? Are you joyful when participating in parish 
ministry? Do you give gratefully and generously 
with your financial support to your parish and 
other Church needs? If not, it’s not too late to start! 

 

https://stephen.org/give/
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educationalproducts.com/ShopPacks
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Monthly Meeting & Fellowship: The St. Stephen the 
Martyr Council of Catholic Women invite all confirmed 
Catholic women to attend our monthly meeting 
scheduled for the first Tuesday of the month from 7-8 
PM with fellowship through 9 PM. We hope you can join 
us! To sign up for emails, please visit stephen.org/
councilofcatholicwomen. 
 

Monthly Bunco Night: Bunco is hosted by the Council 
of Catholic Women every third Thursday of every 
month in the Parish Center from 7-9 PM. 21+;  
$10/person. Questions? Contact Brenda Kreber at  
402-203-5196.  

St. Stephen the Martyr is committed to ensuring that all the youth in our Parish have access to Catholic education, whether that is 
through our school, religious education programs, or youth ministry. Our Tuition Assistance program helps us keep that 
commitment.  
 

Your support will help fund the following programs for the youth of our Parish: 
• Financial Assistance for Steubenville attendees 
• Tuition Assistance for Religious Education students 
• Tuition Assistance for School students 

 

Your gift will help nourish St. Stephen the Martyr and provide for a brighter future for our youth! We are grateful for your support. 

Landscape Ministry saved seeds 
from the Purple Hyacinth Vine that 
was growing on the wall of Fr. Jim’s 
garden on the south side of the 
building. The plants need sun/
partial sun and need to be planted ½ inch deep. If you 
are interested in planting these in your own garden, 
please stop by the Parish Center. Instructions are 
included with the seed packets. Happy gardening!  

Join us at St. Stephen on Tuesday, May 21st at 7 PM
St. Stephen the Martyr Respect Life Ministry will host a 
presentation by Marion Miner of Nebraska Catholic 
Conference on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 at 7 PM in the St. 
Stephen the Martyr Dining Room. Mr. Miner will discuss 
the pro-abortion ballot proposal and what pro-lifers can 
do to help defeat it. Light refreshments will be provided. 
Interested in staying connected with our St. Stephen 
Respect Life Ministry? Sign up for our e-newsletters at 
stephen.flocknote.com/SSMRespectLife.  

https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
https://stephen.flocknote.com/SSMRespectLife


 
 

Saturday, April 27 
 8:15 am † Lawrence Rupp (ZT) 
  5:00 pm SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 

Sunday, April 28 
 7:30 am † Mary Ann Drelicharz (ZT) 
  9:00 am † Eugene Mitchell (ZT) 
10:30 am † Cathy Greise (ZT) 
 6:00 pm † Lyle Samuelson (AS)  

 

Monday, April 29 
6:30 am † Judy Klein (ZT) 
8:15 am † Boden Rieschl (ZT) 
 

Tuesday, April 30 
 6:30 am † JoAnn Spurgin (ZT) 
 8:15 am † Elizabeth  Gulizia (DB) 
  

Wednesday, May 1 
 6:30 am SI Aya & Tina Zrust (ZT) 
 8:15 am † Ines Rivera (DB) 
  

Thursday, May 2 
 6:30 am † Dan McGargill (DB) 
 8:15 am SI Abraham Manyout (DB) 
  

Friday, May 3 
 6:30 am † Leonard Kruse (ZT) 
 8:15 am  † David Lemoine (DB) 
 

Saturday, May 4 
 8:15 am † Andrew Williams (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Dora Isabel Rojas Gutierrez (ZT) 
 

Sunday, May 5 
 7:30 am † Jim Brazda (ZT) 
  9:00 am † Luella Linnebur (DB) 
10:30 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Margaret Klein (TBA)  

 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; ZT = Fr. Zach Tucker;  
AS = Fr. Andrew Sohm;  
TBA = To Be Announced—Priest assignment was not 
available at time of print. 

 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Richard Bloom  
Betty Brinster, wife of Jerry  
Berneice Adams 
Tiffany Cole, wife of Jim, mother of Jaeli, Eli, Brynlee & 
Millie 
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim 
Max Rocha, husband of Kelly, father of Jayden, KK, 
Trinity and Xander 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy 
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike 
Dan Liles, husband of Lori, father of Cash and Jerzy 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  
Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors 
who are ready to pray for YOUR intention! God has 
given us this incredible gift to intercede on behalf 

of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit 
your prayer request to at stephen.org/prayer-line 

or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would 
like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about ways you can 

get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: How does a person become 
a canonized saint? 
 
Answer: It is important to remember 
that all the saints are people, real 
people who lived just as we do! The first 
saints of the Church were martyrs or 
theologians known for a holy life. Over 
time, the Church has established a set 
process to investigate the causes of 
saints. 
 
After a holy person’s death, the bishop 
of their diocese initiates the 
canonization process with the Vatican. 
Typically, they must wait five years to 
ensure any false enthusiasm has 
lessened. With Vatican approval, the 
process begins and the person receives 
the title “Servant of God.” The first phase 
involves collecting information about 
the person’s life and scrutinizing it 
carefully. One person has the specific 
role of raising doubts — this is the origin 
of the phrase “devil’s advocate!” When it 
is clear the person truly lived a 
heroically holy life according to Church 
teaching, they are declared “Venerable.” 
 
If the person is a martyr for the faith, 
they will also be declared “Blessed.” If 
the person is not a martyr, they must be 
credited with a miracle. This is also 
closely examined for authenticity. Once 
the miracle is authenticated as truly a 
miracle performed by God through the 
person or through their intercession, 
they are beatified. An additional 
authenticated miracle is required before 
canonization, and we can call them 
“Saint.” ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus  
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

First Friday Adoration 
May 3rd, 9:30 AM—2:30 PM 

Following our school’s May Crowning 
 

Weekly Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament is on Mondays from 7-8 PM 
in the Worship Space. You can also join 

us in our Adoration Chapel 24/7. The 
code for access is 9675*.  

 

“To speak of the Blessed Sacrament is to 
speak of that which is most sacred.”  

- St. Euphrasia 

The Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus are accepting applications for 
the 2024 Deacon Wesley Kreun Memorial Scholarship.  
 

This is not an academic scholarship. We award based upon the 
applicant’s service to our parish family and involvement in other 
charitable activities which align with our Catholic faith. We will award 
four $500 dollar 1-year scholarships to individuals attending a local 
Catholic High School and four $1,000 one-year scholarships to 

individuals attending an accredited college or university. Additionally, new this year, 
we will award one $1,000 scholarship to an individual attending a trade 
school. Applications are available either from the kiosk in the Gathering Space 
or from our website kofc10160.org until April 30th. Completed applications must 
be submitted to the SSM Parish Office by May 1st. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Hank Hardy at hhardy@janome-america.com. 

The Pastoral Council is seeking two engaged parishioners to join their team. In 
support of Fr. Dave, this Council strives to be consultative in nature, a medium for 
communication, and a model of cooperation and collaboration. Learn more and apply 
at stephen.org/pastoral-council-apply. Questions? Please contact Bob Homan 
at rlhoman1961@gmail.com.   

http://kofc10160.org/
mailto:hhardy@janome-america.com
https://stephen.org/pastoral-council-apply/
mailto:rlhoman1961@gmail.com
https://stephen.org/religious-education/


 

GREAT ADVENTURE BIBLE STUDY ON 
SPIRIT CATHOLIC RADIO: In cooperation 

with Jeff Cavins and 
Ascension Press, Spirit 
Catholic Radio brings you 
The Great Adventure – Your 
Journey Through the Bible. 
Learn how the people, 

places, and events of the Bible all come 
together to reveal the remarkable story of 
our faith. More details at 
spiritcatholicradio.com/adventure.  

When: Tuesday, May 28th -Friday, May 31st 
 8:30-10:30 AM (Grades 1-3) 
 10:45 AM - 12:45 PM (Grades 4-8) 

Where: St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic 
School gym  
Who: Boys and girls Grades 1-8  
(2024-25 school year) 
Questions: Contact Kathy Jones, 
kjonesflaminghoops@gmail.com  
 

Registration: For more 
information & to register, scan 
the QR Code. 

 

https://spiritcatholicradio.com/adventure/
mailto:kjonesflaminghoops@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/flaminghoopsbasketballcamp/home
https://sites.google.com/view/flaminghoopsbasketballcamp/home
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Jay Bergmeier | JayBergmeier.com
402-895-7500 168th & Q

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Register Now
for ACT Test Prep!

1 on 1 & Group Tutoring402.552.8891
aimhightestprep.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Work

Mark Stovie, Owner
402-618-5093



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com




