
 
“So that I might not become too elated, because of the 
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was 
given to me, an angel of Satan, to beat me, to keep me 
from being too elated.” 
 
It isn’t exactly clear what St. Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” 
was. Perhaps it was a physical illness or disability. 
Perhaps it was trouble in a relationship with a family 
member or friend. Perhaps it was a struggle with a 
deep, dark secret. No matter what the affliction was, Paul clearly 
experienced something that left him humbled. And although he begged for 
relief and healing, he only received the gift of God’s grace and the 
assurance that God accepted him in his weakness and that he was present 
in his brokenness. 
 
The experiences of St. Paul’s life led him to understand God’s presence and 
action in the world. Like Jesus’ teachings about the blind seeing and the 
lame walking, Paul understood that God makes the weak strong. The 
humiliating state of Paul’s life was not a source of embarrassment; it was a 
source of grace and divine power. 
 
Today we pray that we may accept our human weakness, sinfulness, and 
human infirmities as opportunities to experience God’s presence and 
abundant grace. In turn may we be a source of comfort and consolation to 
those who come to us for love and support. 
 
“In time of sickness, the soul collects itself anew.” – Latin Proverb 

 
In Christ, 

Father Dave 
 
 

 
This weekend, we welcome Father Matthew Pohlman 
to our parish family. Father Matthew is one of the 
newly ordained priests of the Archdiocese of Omaha, 
and Archbishop Lucas has entrusted him to our care. 
I know that you will give Father Matthew a warm 
welcome, and that you will continue to pray for him 
in this time of transition. Let’s continue to pray for all 
priests and communities who are experiencing 
change in their pastoral leadership. 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Leslie at l.schulte@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:l.schulte@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 6/25-7/1: 
 
Financial data from 6/25-7/1 was not available at 
the time of print. These numbers will be reported 
in next weekend’s bulletin.    

 
St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school.  
To make a gift simply scan the QR code 
or go to stephen.org/give. Offertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 
68135. 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class.  
Contact the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date.  
Contact parish office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

Parish office phone number: (402) 896-9675  

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

 Teacher Associate Needed for 24-25 School Year: We are seeking a 
Teacher Associate to help in second grade for the 24-25 school year. If 
you are interested, please contact Mr. Verraneault 
at g.verraneault@stephen.org. 

 We still have room for your student! We still have space in most 
classes for the 24-25 school year, including our afternoon PreK and 
Kindergarten classes! Request a tour or apply at school.stephen.org/
admissions. 

 
 
 

 Catechist Meeting: Save the date! Our annual catechist meeting will 
be held on August 11th at 2 PM in the Dining Room. All catechists who 
have signed up for the upcoming year are expected to attend.   

 Religious Education Fall Registration: If you have not registered yet 
for Fall classes, please do so ASAP on our website at stephen.org/
religious-education. Classes will begin on August 20/21 with a Parent & 
Student Welcome Night beginning in the Worship Space at each class 
time. 

 New RE Volunteer Opportunities: We have added a “Catechist 
Assistant” volunteer role this year for parents/grandparents/high 
school students who want to be involved in the classroom without the 
responsibilities of preparing and teaching the curriculum. To learn 
about this and all of our volunteer opportunities visit stephen.org/re-
registration. Volunteers receive discounted or waived tuition. Please 
prayerfully consider signing up—we cannot do this without you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Witness Wednesdays: We are off July 10th for Totus Tuus. Join us 
again on July 17th from 8—9:30 PM at St. Wenceslaus. More info and 
future dates at stephen.org/witness-wednesdays. 

 Donations & Volunteers Needed for Totus Tuus:  

One of the tenants of living a grateful and 
generous lifestyle is giving without expecting 
anything in return. It is important that we not only 
grow, nurture, and share our gifts; but that we also 
teach our children and encourage others to do the 
same. This is the communal aspect of our Catholic 
faith. We are the “Body of Christ.” We are called to 
be dependent on each other and not live in 

isolation.                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Leighton Scribner, daughter of Ryan and Elizabeth 
Rowan Scribner, daughter of Ryan and Elizabeth 

Evan Edgar Ortiz, son of Edgar and Loriane 
Owen Tomas Toledo, son of Raymond and Marianne 

Interested in supporting our school while 
promoting your business? Become a 2024-25 St. 
Stephen the Martyr Corporate Sponsor! This year’s 
fundraising efforts will help underwrite the cost of 
updating restrooms throughout our school and 
professional development for our teachers. 
Additional funds raised will be used for new 
student desks, security upgrades and technology 
subscriptions. The deadline for sponsorships is 
July 31st. Questions? Contact Kristy England & 
Melissa Egelhoff at martyrmarathon@gmail.com.  

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
https://stephen.org/give/
mailto:g.verraneault@stephen.org
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
https://stephen.org/religious-education/
https://stephen.org/religious-education/
https://stephen.org/re-registration/
https://stephen.org/re-registration/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/
mailto:martyrmarathon@gmail.com


Oh Sacrament Most Holy, Oh Sacrament Divine. All Praise and All 
Thanksgiving Be Every Moment Thine! 
 

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage passed through the Archdiocese 
of Omaha June 21st-23rd. One of the 
events included a Eucharistic 
Procession from the Holy Family 
Shrine accompanied by Archbishop 
Lucas and many others from around 
the Archdiocese. Our St. Stephen the 
Martyr Knights of Columbus greeted 
those who were processing with the 
Eucharist to provide water & amenities 
along the way. The famous Husker Bus 
assisted those that needed rides back 
to the Shrine. Many thanks to our 
Knights of Columbus and thanks to all 
who attended this historic event!   



Question: 
In Year B, we hear primarily from the 
Gospel of Mark. Since each Evangelist 
has a unique perspective, what are the 
key issues that Mark addresses in his 
Gospel? 
 

Answer: 
Gospels are a particular faith 
community’s reflection on Jesus. Each 
Gospel’s author reflected that 
community’s faith in Jesus. Jesus’ 
message is made relevant to the 
community’s situation and context. 
Mark was the first Gospel to be written. 
When Matthew and Luke wrote theirs, 
they imitated and adapted Mark for 
their communities. 
 

Mark’s Gospel seems to be addressed to 
a faith community undergoing turmoil, 
rejection, and persecution—forces that 
threaten to overwhelm them. This 
provides the context around which Mark 
fashions the story of Jesus. He presents 
Jesus as the One sent by God to 
confront the forces of evil. That is the 
good news of Jesus. 
 

Jesus’ struggle with the demonic forces 
leads to confrontation, rejection, 
outright opposition, and a conspiracy to 
do away with him. Realizing this, Jesus is 
not deterred. Rather Jesus calls for total 
faith in God who helps us to overcome 
the forces of evil. Suffering and even 
death seem to be the consequences of 
this struggle. Yet, that is not the end. 
The one who suffers for the sake of 
others, the suffering servant, will be the 
one through whom redemption and 
salvation will come to all. For Mark, this 
is what discipleship demands and what 
true faith in God can and will 
accomplish. See if you can detect these 
themes as you read Mark’s Gospel. ©LPi 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus  
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Please join us in the Adoration Chapel 
24/7. The code for access is 9675*.  

Welcome visitors and newcomers! 
Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner.  
To learn more about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, 
contact Adam Ybarra at (402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

The Knights of Columbus completed their review of all 
the scholarship applications received this year, and we 

are excited to announce our honorees who have been selected to receive the 
scholarships for the upcoming school year. As always, it was very tough to narrow our 
choices to just four high school and four college students from all of the applicants 
that we received, and that is a testament to the quality of young people in our parish 
and their families!  
 

Please join us in congratulating our wonderful 2024 Scholarship Recipients: 
 

College Students:  
Grant Venner, Benjamin Robinette, Katherine Finger & Alexander Park 
High School Students:  
Landon Peacock, Hannah Whitcomb, Jack Robinette & Rylan Pearson 
 

Thank you to all of the students who submitted applications this year! We wish all of 
the high school and college students of our parish a successful school year ahead!  

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


 
 

 

Saturday, July 6 
 8:15 am † Gerald Moseke (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Ben Mannino (MP) 
 

Sunday, July 7 
 7:30 am † Mary Ann Drelicharz (MP)  
  9:00 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 am SI Bob & Eva Cockson (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Andrew Williams (DB)  
 

Monday, July 8  
6:30 am † Ken & Jeanette Peterson (MP) 
8:15 am † Bob & Sue Mathine (MP) 
 

Tuesday, July 9 
 6:30 am † Robert O'Donnell (DB) 
 8:15 am † Bernie & Mary Ann McGrath (MP) 
  

Wednesday, July 10 
 6:30 am † Mary Ann Bryl (DB) 
 8:15 am † Jane Schuyler (MP) 
  

Thursday, July 11 
 6:30 am SI Marilee & Bill Wood (DB) 
 8:15 am † Rafael Orlando Rojas Gutierrez (DB) 
  

Friday, July 12 
 6:30 am † Robert Ward (DB) 
 8:15 am  † Rich McCormick (MP) 
 

Saturday, July 13 
 8:15 am † April Eich (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Erin Doll (MP) 
 

Sunday, July 14 
 7:30 am † Jim Brazda (DB)  
  9:00 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 am † Bob Menard (MP) 
 6:00 pm † Irisand Gonzales (DH) 
 
 
SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman; 
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Larry Boettcher  
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Judy Bagby, sister in-law of Suzie Dallan  
Kay Schmitt, wife of Vic  
Tom Johnson, husband of Cherie  
Ari Taware, nephew of Melissa Kane  
Marie Stibbs  
Richard Bloom  
Betty Brinster, wife of Jerry  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Max Rocha, husband of Kelly, father of Jayden, KK, 
Trinity and Xander  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia  
Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike  
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl & Marty  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the 
generous parishioners and Knights of Columbus for your 
generous support of the SSM Food Pantry through the First 
Saturday drop off! 

To donate to the Food Pantry, drop off items to the Food 
Pantry cart in the foyer of the Parish Center anytime. There 

is also a curbside drop-off event every first Saturday of the month thanks to our 
Knights of Columbus. Our Food Pantry provides aid to area families in need.  

“O God, grant that whatever good things I have, I may share generously with 
those who have not, and whatever good things I do not have, I may request 
humbly from those who do.” – St. Thomas Aquinas 

One person who purchased a ticket to Prague & Danube River Cruise with 
Father Dave on October 15-26, 2024 is now unable to attend. There is now one 
ticket available for this incredible travel opportunity with Magi Travel! Traveler 
would take over trip reservation already made for one person in one cabin on 
the river boat. Please contact Jo Marsicek 402-981-1254 or marsicekj@aol.com 
for more information. 

CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER UPCOMING WEEKENDS: Experience the 
“Gold Standard” of marriage preparation at the beautiful St. Benedict Retreat 
Center in Schuyler, NE. Engaged Encounter Weekend is an in-depth, engaging 
weekend that allows couples to focus completely on each other and their future 
as a married couple within the context of Catholic faith and values. Upcoming 
weekends include: July 13-14, 2024, November 30-December 1, 2024, and 
January 4-5, 2025. For more information and to register, visit Omahacee.org. 

EPS BREAKFAST FOR LIFE: Join us on Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, at the St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish Center (14330 Eagle Run Dr., Omaha, NE 68164) for the EPS 
Auxiliary’s 14th Annual Breakfast for Life, featuring keynote speaker, Dr. 
Christina (Chris) Cirucci. Doors open at 8:30AM, and the program begins at 
9:00AM. Registration is $40 per person or $25 for high school and college 
students up to age 24. Register, sponsor, and donate at bidpal.net/BFL2024. 

mailto:marsicekj@aol.com
https://www.omahacee.org/
https://one.bidpal.net/BFL2024
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Kelly Anne 
McGonigal
Furniture Sales

402-397-6100 x24452 
 kelly.mcgonigal@nfm.com

Find Kelly Anne in person at Mrs. B’s Sat-Wed.

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.
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