
 
When he brought her to the man, the man said: "This one, 
at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one 
shall be called 'woman,’ for out of 'her man' this one has 
been taken." That is why a man leaves his father and 
mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them 
become one flesh. 
 
Our readings this weekend remind us of the permanence of Marriage. We 
hear from the Book of Genesis, which teaches that man and woman are 
suitable partners for each other, and that woman is a part of the man’s 
flesh and bones. When a man and woman are joined in the Sacrament of 
Marriage, they make a commitment to live as one person. The way that 
they live, the way that they communicate and make decisions must build 
their relationship into a stronger union. 
 
Today we give thanks that God has called people among us to live the 
vocation of Marriage. It is through their love, through their fidelity in good 
times and in bad, and through their welcoming of children into their home 
that we learn about the love, faithfulness, and life-giving power of God. 
 
“To love someone deeply gives you strength. Being loved by someone 
deeply gives you courage.” – Lao Tzu 

 
In Christ, 

Father Dave 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

 

Samuel Kennedy and Marti Brohman 
 

Our faith community wishes you many blessings! 

 

Charlotte Rae Hauptman, daughter of Richard and Emily 
 

Vivian Elizabeth Cannatella, daughter of Jeffrey and Natalie 
 

Timus Benjamin Chung, son of SikTat and Sara 
 

Kevin Michael Silva, son of Jordan and Chelsea 
 

Claira Marie Harper, daughter of Blake and Abbie 
Respect Life Sunday, observed each year on the first 
Sunday in October, is a day to observe our 
responsibility as Catholics to cherish, defend, and 
protect those who are most vulnerable, from the 
beginning of life to its end, and at every point in 
between. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 9/24-9/30, 2024: 
 

Actual: $61,565 
Budget: $46,558 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $628,047 
FYTD Budget:  $602,681 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135. 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

 Martyr Marathon Thank You: Martyr Marathon was a huge success 
thanks to our generous families, corporate sponsors and volunteers. 
Our students had a wonderful time celebrating St. Stephen the Martyr! 

 Fall Family Frolic: Join us at Vala’s Pumpkin Patch on Monday, October 
14th from 11 – 4 PM for our annual Fall Family Frolic, hosted by our 
Home & School Association. Your family is responsible for admission at 
the door, no advanced ticket purchase is required. We have the Jack O’ 
Lantern Party Barn reserved for a SSM meet-up space and we’ll provide 
s’mores from 1 – 3 PM! Wear your SSM spirit or Martyr Marathon shirt, 
grab your friends and join us for lots of St. Stephen family fun! 

 Volunteer in the School Library: Are you looking for a fun way to 
volunteer? Mrs. Tessari is looking for volunteers to help in the library 
with check-out times in grades K-2 and a few volunteers to 
shelf books. Kids love seeing their parents or grandparents 
volunteering in the school! You must be Safe Environment 
trained to volunteer in the library. Use the QR Code to sign up.  

 
 

 
 
 

 Family Mass This Week: All parents are asked to join their child for 
Rel. Ed. Family Mass at 5:30 PM on October 8th or 9th. This will replace 
the regular scheduled classes in the classrooms.  You may attend Mass 
on either night, it does not need to be the night the students regularly 
attend class. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend! 

 Cookie Dough Fundraiser: Our annual fundraiser runs through 
October 16th. Please help support our fundraiser by purchasing frozen 
cookie dough from a Religious Education student or by using the QR 
code. The Cookie Company-Westroads frozen cookie dough will sell for 
$18/tub. We will also have the frozen cookie dough on hand 
to sell at the Knights of Columbus Breakfast on October 6th. 
We are at 300 tubs and would love to top 500! Thank you for 
your support! 

 RE Office Volunteer Needed: We need an office volunteer during the 
4 PM classes on Wednesdays! Tuition discount applies. Please contact 
our office at 402-896-5683 for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Witness Wednesdays for Highschoolers: Join us on Oct. 9th for a 
special guest speaker! Fr. Padraic Stack will present “Spiritual Warfare: 
Bringing Christ into Spooky Season" in the Parish Center from 8-9:30 
PM. All 9-12th graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday. Snacks 
and drinks are provided. View our updated October schedule 
stephen.org/witness-wednesdays.  

 
The creation story reminds us of two important 
points.  First, since the start, God has put the entire 
world into our care.  Second, stewardship has been 
around since the beginning of mankind, it isn’t 
something recently invented by the Church.  Just as 
past generations built our Church, it is now our 
responsibility to continue to nurture and develop 
these gifts for future generations.  

 

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/
https://stephen.org/give/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

The Council of Catholic Women will be offering four 
$450 scholarships for college students to attend the 
SEEK Conference this year in Salt Lake City. These 
scholarships are available to any college-age St. Stephen 
the Martyr parishioners.  For more information on the 
conference, visit seek.focus.org.  Please contact Stacia 
Kennedy 402-651-3776 for more information or to 
apply. Application deadline is Nov. 5th. 

 

Want to learn about cookie decorating with royal icing 
and enjoy the company of your fellow Catholic women? 
Join us Thursday, October 17th from 7-9 PM in the 
Parish Center for CCW Social Night! We will host a 
beginners cookie course to make a beautiful Fall-themed 
cookie set. You will walk away with recipes, knowledge, 
and four decorated cookies made by YOU!  
 

Class fee is $20, all supplies provided. RSVP required 
before October 10th to Stacia Kennedy at 
staciakennedy@yahoo.com or Corene Faltin at 
rcfaltin@cox.net. 

 

A young parishioner, Cale 
Peterson, recently 
achieved the rank of Eagle 
Scout. Cale's Eagle Project 
benefitted the St. Stephen 
the Martyr parish 
grounds. The chiller area 
outside of the school 
kitchen cafeteria was an 
area of gravel and dirt 
with overgrown weeds. In 
late April, Cale and scouts 
from Troop 366 removed 
the gravel and dirt and 
transported to the storm 
drain located south of the 
GPC to fill in the big hole near the storm drain. 
A month later he oversaw the laying of the 
concrete by Stovie Construction. Cale raised 
money for his project and gave it to the parish 
to help pay for the concrete.  
 

Thank you to Cale, his parents Jason and Anne 
Peterson, to Troop 366 and Stovie Construction 
for improving the the St. Stephen the Martyr 
parish grounds.  
 

Congratulations to Cale for achieving the rank 
of Eagle Scout! 

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://seek.focus.org/
mailto:staciakennedy@yahoo.com
mailto:rcfaltin@cox.net


Question: I read in the catechism that 
marriage is indissoluble. Why then does 
the Church issue annulments? 
 
Answer: Sacramental marriage is 
indeed indissoluble. You can find this in 
several places in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. Indissolubility is 
foundational to the union of marriage 
(CCC 1646) and required by spousal love 
(CCC 1644). This quality of marriage 
draws its meaning from the fidelity of 
Jesus to his Bride, the Church (CCC 
1647). Spouses give themselves forever 
to each other. Through the vows and 
their consummation, the spouses form 
a covenantal bond that binds them as 
one. Indissolubility presumes and 
depends on this sacramental bond 
between the spouses. 
 
Sometimes, however, there are 
impediments to marriage that are 
overlooked, poorly understood, or 
unknown. It is possible that at the time 
of the vows, something was either 
present or absent that made the 
consent invalid. The ceremony itself 
does not bring about the sacrament. 
The priest is the official witness of the 
Church, but he is not the minister of the 
sacrament. The husband and wife are 
the ministers of the sacrament to each 
other. Without the full, free, and able 
consent of the man and the woman, no 
sacrament takes place. An annulment 
does not destroy the marriage bond. It 
is an acknowledgement that the 
sacramental bond did not form in the 
first place. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus  
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Please join us in the Adoration Chapel 
24/7. The code for access is 9675*. 

 Celebrate Oktoberfest with the 
Primetimers! Join us at Local Beer Patio 
& Kitchen (135th and Millard Ave.) on 
Thursday, October 17th at 3 PM. Please 
RSVP by text to Peg at 402-880-8224 by 
Monday, October 14th.  

 All Souls Mass for Primetimers: Join 
us at Mass for all PrimeTimers—past 
and present—on Wednesday, 
November 6th. Join us for Mass at 8:15 
AM followed by coffee and donuts in 
the Parish Center. Father Matthew will 
be our guest speaker! 

 Cards and Games Thursdays: Join us 
on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
every month at 1PM in the Parish 
Center. Meet some new friends and 
have a fun afternoon. You will feel 
welcomed! Bring a friend and a snack 
to share! Questions? Email us at 
stephens.primetimers@gmail.com.  

 
Oct. 9th | 9:15 AM 

 
Gather, pray and make Prayer Shawls/

Blankets to be given to persons 
experiencing crisis in their life. The 

group meets the second Wednesday of 
each month from 9:15 to 11 AM in the 

Parish Center.  
 

Questions? Contact: Kathy Stodola at 
(402) 981-1592. If you would like to 

help but can’t knit, tie or crochet—this 
group is seeking donations of yarn, 

fleece, or gift cards from JoAnn Fabric 
or Hobby Lobby.  

Donations can be dropped off to 
Colleen in the Parish Center. 

 

This November, two initiatives will 
appear on the ballot in the State  
of Nebraska regarding life issues. 
Initiative Measure 439 would 
make abortion a right, erasing 
decades of laws protecting 
mothers and children in the 
womb. The pro-life alternative 
proposal will appear as 
Initiative Measure 434. It would 
constitutionally protect babies in 
the womb during the second and 
third trimesters and allow the 
Legislature to pass laws to further 
protect infants during the first 
trimester. It has been reviewed by 
the three Bishops of Nebraska 
and by authorities in Rome who 
have deemed it morally permissible.  
Visit archomaha.org for more information.   

mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
archomaha.org


 
 

Saturday, October 5 
 8:15 am † Dean Rempe (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Rich McCormick (MP) 
 

Sunday, October  6 
 7:30 am † Mary Ann Drelicharz (MP) 
  9:00 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)  
10:30 am † Gerald Moseke (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Marian Brinks (DH) 
 

Monday, October 7 
 6:30 am † Allan & Hannah Perdue (MP) 
 8:15 am SI The Stessman Family (MP) 
 

Tuesday, October 8 
 6:30 am SI Carley, Keith & Zoe, Maisie Spargo  (DB) 
 8:15 am † Deceased Members of the  
   Schumacher Family (MP) 
  

Wednesday, October 9 
 6:30 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr (DB) 
 8:15 am SI Steve & Connie Cinnamon (MP) 
  

Thursday, October 10 
 6:30 am † Robert O'Donnell (DB) 
 8:15 am † Jane Schuyler (DB) 
  

Friday, October 11 
 6:30 am † William Hosier (DB) 
 8:15 am  † Zach Fochek (DB) 
 

Saturday, October 12 
 8:15 am SI James Gninefou & Adaku Esther  
            Gninefou  (MP) 
  5:00 pm SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)  
 

Sunday, October  13 
 7:30 am † Jim Brazda (DB) 
  9:00 am † Rich Johns (MP)  
10:30 am † Bob Menard (MP) 
 6:00 pm † Margaret Klein (MP) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Gloria Urbina, wife of Victor, mother of Kateryn 
Marilyn  Stenger, mother of Debra  
Richard Dethlefs, brother of Deacon Denny and 
Janice Dethlefs  
 

Matt Kelly, son of Billie Watsabaugh  
Christopher Widseth, husband of Kimberly 
Betty Pfeiffer, mother of Cheri Johnson  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Larry Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Betty Brinster, wife of Jerry  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl and Marty  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

MASS TO PRAY FOR THE CANONIZATION OF FR. MICHAEL J. MCGIVNY: Join area 
Knights of Columbus Councils on October 12 at 5 PM at Christ the King Church for a 
special Mass to pray for the canonization of the Venerable Servant of God Fr. 
Michael J. McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus. Special prayer card for 
canonization provided! Refreshments will be served following Mass. For more 
information, contact Jack at 402-812-2552.  
 

CATHOLIC HEALTH CARE ETHICS CONFERENCE: Health care professionals are 
invited to the first annual Converging Roads Health Care Ethics Conference on 
October 19th from 8 AM - 5:45 PM at Creighton University. Presented by the St. John 
Paul II Foundation, the Archdiocese of Omaha, The Fr. Edward J. Flanagan Guild, and 
Creighton University. For more info, please visit convergingroads.com or email 
alexandra@forlifeandfamily.org. 
 

GENERATIONAL HEALING MASS: His Global Love Prayer Communities invite you to 
a Generational Healing Mass on Friday, October 11th at Mary Our Queen Catholic 
Church. Rosary and praise & worship at 6:15 PM. Mass at 7:00 PM Fr. Kevin Joyce 
from His Global Love Ministry will be presiding. Contact Frances at 402-515-8000.  

convergingroads.com
mailto:alexandra@forlifeandfamily.org
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Kelly Anne 
McGonigal
Furniture Sales

402-397-6100 x24452 
 kelly.mcgonigal@nfm.com

Find Kelly Anne in person at Mrs. B’s Sat-Wed.

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

WWW.ONEFAMILYINMISSION.ORG/WMS

October 20th, 2024October 20th, 2024
World Mission Sunday World Mission Sunday 

TEXT
"MISSIONS24"
TO 44384
to Give now

(MT. 22:9)

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

DR PRAVEEN FERNANDES 
Over 20 years experience in Psychiatry 

• Accepting New Patients • 
Book An Appointment: 402-991-9630 

https://www.omahainsomnia.com 
13917 Gold Circle • Omaha, NE 68144
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