
“Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch becomes 
tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. In 
the same way, when you see these things happening, know 
that he is near, at the gates.” 
 

Usually when we think of the end of the world, visions of 
terrible things come to mind. The Scriptures say that there will be wars, 
famines, earthquakes, persecutions, and other horrible events. Some 
believe that, because our world is experiencing some terrible and tragic 
events in the present day, we are nearing the end. But the Gospel today 
uses the gentle image of a sprouting fig tree. Jesus is saying that just when 
it looks like all is lost, God’s everlasting kindness and mercy come to us. He 
brought this message to the world through his teaching and preaching, but 
most especially through his life of faithfulness. When life looks as empty 
and as barren as a fig tree in the middle of winter, it will be transformed by 
God’s presence. 
 

The Gospel message about the end times is not to be received with a 
feeling of doom or fear. Instead, we are called to look forward with hope, 
knowing that whatever pain or loss we are called to endure is temporary 
and that one day we will lay down all of our burdens. When life seems 
barren, look for the small signs of new life that are beginning to sprout. 
God, who is eternal, is never too busy to supply every grace and gift that we 
need. 
 

“All that I have seen has taught me to trust all that I have not seen.” – 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

In Christ, 
Father Dave 

 16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE  68135  |  (402) 896-9675  |  stephen.org   

November 17, 2024 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:15 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hours 
 

  Mondays from 7-8 PM in the Worship Space 
 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

 

Cecilia Marie Miller,  
daughter of Christopher & Anna 

 

Madeline Rose McClenahan,  
daughter of Robert & Callie 

 

Berkley Marie Sullivan,  
daughter of Shawn & Katie 

 

Hadley Paige Sullivan,  
daughter of Shawn & Katie 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


Offertory & Online Giving 11/5 -11/11: 
 

Actual: $49,945   
Budget: $49,267   
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $944,896   
FYTD Budget:  $879,866   
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the  
well-being of our church and school. To 
make a gift simply scan the QR code or 
go to stephen.org/give. Offertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 
68135. 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.
 

 Thanksgiving Food Drive: Our Students will hsot a food drive for the St. 
Stephen the Martyr Food Pantry on Nov. 18-26th. Father will bless the 
food at All School Mass on Tuesday, November 26th. Please bring the 
following items: Preschool: Cereal, Pre-Kindergarten: Pancake Mix or 
Syrup, TK: Peanut Butter or Jelly, Kindergarten: Brownie Mix, Cake Mix, 
or Frosting, 1st Grade: Hamburger Helper, 2nd Grade: Pasta or Pasta 
Sauce, 3rd Grade: Canned Tuna or Chicken Breast, 4th Grade: Toilet 
Tissue-4 Pack, 5th Grade: Ready to Serve Soup, 6th Grade: BOXED 
Potatoes or BOXED Rice, 7th Grade: Toothpaste, Toothbrush, 
Deodorant, Body Wash, 8th Grade: Cleaning Supplies (All Purpose 
Cleaning Spray, Cleanser, Laundry Soap, Dish Soap, Disinfectant Spray, 
etc.) 

 Teacher Wishlists: Our school enables all teachers to populate a wish 
list for their classroom for items that will ensure our 
students are always equipped to learn in a wonderful 
environment. Don’t forget to support our specials and 
resource teachers, who provide enrichment to all of our 
students. Thank you for your support!  

 Announcing the 2024 Musical: Matilda Jr! Participation  is open to 
school students in grades 1st-8th. Watch for registration to open soon! 
Grades 6-8th must audition. Performances will be April 4th-5th.  

 
 
 
 

 Family of Faith: We are excited to have our group meet in person 
on Sunday, Nov. 17 from 6:30-7:30 in the GPC. Please bring your Parent 
and Student books and Bible. The Kalskett family will bring some snacks 
to share. 

 No classes November 26 or 27 for the Thanksgiving break: Please 
join us for Mass on Thanksgiving day at 8:15 am. Enjoy your time 
together with family and friends. 

 First Reconciliation Time Change: Due to the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, we have changed the time for First Reconciliation. First 
Reconciliation will be on Dec. 9th & 10th at 7:10 PM. Thank you for 
understanding!  

 
 
 

 Witness Wednesdays for Highschoolers: Join us on November 20th 
from 8-9:30 PM for a “Be Real Night “Featuring the Culture Project 
Missionaries discussing Sexual Integrity at St. Wenceslaus. All 9-12th 
graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday. Snacks and drinks are 
provided. Learn more and complete registration form at stephen.org/
witness-wednesdays.  

“And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds’ with great power and glory.” (MARK 
13:26) We will all have that day when we are 
standing before God and our life is played out like 
a movie. When this happens and God asks each of 
us, “What have you done with the gifts that I have 
given you?” How will you respond? The good news 
– it’s never too late to start living a grateful and 
generous lifestyle.   
    

 
As a Christ-centered organization, and with mercy 
as the foundation of the Church, Catholic Charities 
translates the Gospel of Jesus Christ into action 
and seeks to transform the world by sharing God’s 
mercy and compassionate love with 
all people.  
To donate to this fund, contribute 
during Masses this weekend or scan 
the QR code to access the fund.  

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/


 

 “Christmas in Killarney” Thursday, 
December 5th at 6 PM in the Parish 
Center. Main entrée and dessert 
included. Please bring an Irish side to 
share (potatoes, green salad or 
vegetable) BYOB. Be sure to wear your 
GREEN! $8 per person. Please RSVP and 
pay by Mon., Nov. 25th to Moe, Peg, 
Rosemary or Pat at 402-201-7945. 
Make checks payable to Pat Miller.  

 Cards and Games Thursdays: Join us 
on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
every month at 1PM in the Parish 
Center. Meet some new friends and 
have a fun afternoon. You will feel 
welcomed! Bring a friend and a snack 
to share! Questions? Email us at 
stephens.primetimers@gmail.com.  

 

Next event: Social Night on Nov. 21st at 7 PM  

 
 

Monthly Meeting & Fellowship: You are welcome at our monthly meeting scheduled 
for the first Tuesday of the month from 7-8 PM with fellowship through 9 PM.  

 
Monthly Social Night: Social Night is hosted every third Thursday of every month in 
the Parish Center from 7-9 PM. To sign up for emails, please visit stephen.org/
councilofcatholicwomen. 

The Knights of Columbus will be 
hosting an induction ceremony for Catholic 
men on Wednesday November 20th at 
7:00pm at St. Stephen the Martyr, 
refreshments following. For more 
information or to RSVP please contact Jeff 
Stumpf 402-490-9780 or 
membersKofC10160@gmail.com 

mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
mailto:membersKofC10160@gmail.com


 
Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Please join us in the Adoration Chapel 
24/7. The code for access is 9675*. 

 

Welcome visitors and 
newcomers!  

Scan the QR Code if you would 
like to register as a 

parishioner. To learn more 
about ways you can get 

involved & grow closer to 
Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at 

a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

Question: Why do Catholics pray to 
Mary and the saints?  
 

Answer: One of the statements of faith 
we make when we pray the Nicene 
Creed and the Apostles Creed is that we 
believe in “the communion of saints.” 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
reminds us that this communion 
(another word for community) includes 
all the faithful on earth, the souls in 
Purgatory, and the blessed women, 
men, and children who are in heaven. 
This teaching is grounded in our belief 
that, through Baptism, we are united 
with Christ and to one another with 
bonds that are stronger even than 
death.  
 

And so from the time of the early 
Church, Christians have turned to other 
believers for prayers and assistance, 
including those who have gone before 
us, confident that God hears the prayers 
of all of His children. While we ask the 
saints (and one another) for prayers and 
support, we remember that the saints 
join us in prayer. But it is God who 
blesses and sanctifies us.  
 

When we think of Mary and the saints in 
heaven, we have to remember that we 
can turn to them for intercession and 
assistance because they were faulted, 
limited human beings, just like us. This 
means that they are able to understand 
our struggles, doubts, fears, joys, and 
hopes. But as we learn their stories, we 
can also begin to recognize that they 
stand out in the history of the Church 
because they persevered in their 
commitment to follow Christ. Whether 
they were ordained, vowed religious, 
martyrs, husbands, wives, or even 
children, they show us that holiness is 
possible. We can not only follow their 
example but also benefit from their 
prayerful support.  
 

Our devotion to the saints and gratitude 
for their witness, prayers, and 
protection should also be an inspiration 
for us, especially when we become 
aware of the needs of others or when 
others ask us to pray for them. We are 
called to share the blessings we receive. 
This is also part of our own journey of 
growing in holiness.  ©LPi 

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


 

Saturday, November 16 
 8:15 am † Elizabeth Gulizia (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Jim Willette (MP)  
 

Sunday, November 17 
 7:30 am † Lewis Storm (DB) 
  9:00 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 am † Gene Zywiec (MP) 
 6:00 pm † Steven Connick (AS) 
 

Monday, November 18 
 6:30 am † Terry & Marie Zrust (MP) 
 8:15 am † Bob & Sue Mathine (MP) 
 

Tuesday, November 19 
 6:30 am † Kate Stork (DB) 
 8:15 am † Patricia Whipple (MP) 
  

Wednesday, November 20 
 6:30 am † Ray Weaver (DB) 
 8:15 am SI Frank Bodnar (MP) 
  

Thursday, November 21 
 6:30 am † Jeffrey Kane, Jr. (DB) 
 8:15 am † Dan McGargill (DB) 
   

Friday, November 22 
 6:30 am SI Ken Hamik (DB) 
 8:15 am  † Virgine Irlbeck (DB) 
 

Saturday, November 23 
 8:15 am SI Genevieve Stamp (DB) 
  5:00 pm SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 

Sunday, November 24 
 7:30 am † Dennis Palik (MP) 
  9:00 am † Rich Johns (MP) 
10:30 am † Cathy Greise (DH) 
 6:00 pm † Edwards Family (DH) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 
 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

James Goodhard, husband of Janet 
Cruz Sr. Quirarte, father of Carol Bahr  

Frank McKenny, father of Glea Hamik 
Dolores Iske, cousin of Renee Leners  
Christopher Widseth, husband of Kimberly 
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Larry Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Betty Brinster, wife of Jerry  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl and Marty  
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

IXIM: SPIRIT OF SOLIDARITY – JOIN US ON MISSION: Thank you for supporting the 
Archdiocese of Omaha’s mission to Guatemala! Since 2004, parishioners from across 
the Archdiocese of Omaha have gone to our sister diocese in 
Huehuetenango, Guatemala to work alongside our sisters and brothers in 
Christ. Our 20th trip will be June 12 – June 23, 2025. Learn more about how 
to join us on mission at an upcoming informational meeting: Mon., Dec. 9 
at 7:00 PM at St. Leo Parish Center or Tues., Jan. 7 at 7:00PM at St. Stephen 
the Martyr Gonderinger Center. Use QR code to participate in our Zoom 
meetings (7 PM): Nov. 20, Dec.17, Jan. 9.  
 

OMAHA ARCHDIOCECAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN (OACCW):  
OACCW will offer an annual scholarship to a female high school senior in the 
Archdiocese of Omaha in the amount of $750. This scholarship serves to 
enlighten, inform, and inspire young Catholic women regarding the OACCW as 
the major organization of Catholic Women in the Omaha Archdiocese. The 
scholarship will be awarded to a deserving high school senior woman who 

resides in or is affiliated with a parish within the Archdiocese of Omaha. Application 
deadline is Jan. 15th. To apply, visit https://oaccw.org/home/about/#scholarship.  
 

CATHOLIC BUSINESS GROUP OMAHA MONTHLY NETWORKING EVENT: Join us on 
Nov. 21st from 4:30—6:00 PM at the Nebraska Brewing Company Tap Room in 
La Vista. You will learn about  local Catholic businesses, create business 
connections, and learn from others about Catholic resources here in Omaha. No 
reservations or cost required for this event. For other CBGO monthly events, 
visit: https://cbgomaha.org/  
 

ROMAN FORUM TOASTMASTERS MEETING: Join our special Thanksgiving meeting on 
Wednesday, November 20th from 11:30 AM—12:30 PM in the Parish Center. The 
speaker will be Tom Johnson. Questions? Contact Tom at 402-598-4867. 
 

GRIEFSHARE SUPPORT GROUP:  A GriefShare support group is a safe, welcoming place 
where people understand the difficult emotions of grief. Through this 13-week group, 
you’ll discover what to expect in the days ahead and what’s “normal” in grief. 
Since there are no neat, orderly stages of grief, you’ll learn helpful ways of 
coping with grief, in all its unpredictability—and gain solid support each step 
of the way.  Upcoming Group scheduled at  Mary Our Queen on Tuesdays at 
6:30 PM begins January 28, 2025. Scan the QR code for more details. 

https://oaccw.org/home/about/#scholarship
https://cbgomaha.org/
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

FIRE • WATER • STORM • ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE



Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

Wade Frohloff, Parishioner

4 0 2 . 8 5 0 . 3 3 3 8
www.idealpaintingllc.com

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

Medicare Enrollment
 & Reviews
Kristin Ehlers
Independent Agent
(402) 630-0033
uniquehealthplanning@gmail.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Kelly Anne 
McGonigal
Furniture Sales

402-397-6100 x24452 
 kelly.mcgonigal@nfm.com

Find Kelly Anne in person at Mrs. B’s Sat-Wed.

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

December 3rd
2024

tpms.igivecatholic.org

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

DR PRAVEEN FERNANDES 
Over 20 years experience in Psychiatry 

• Accepting New Patients • 
Book An Appointment: 402-991-9630 

https://www.omahainsomnia.com 
13917 Gold Circle • Omaha, NE 68144
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