
 

“Since the children share in the blood and flesh, Jesus 
likewise shared in them, that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death… and free 
those who through fear of death had been subject to 
slavery all their life.”  
 
This Sunday’s Feast of the Presentation of the Lord celebrates the 40th day 
since Christmas and, in the older liturgical books of the Church, it signaled 
the end of the Christmas season. But the readings for this feast do not give 
us a cozy “Baby-in-the-manger” message. Instead, the readings focus on 
death. 
 
In the Gospel, the old man Simeon says that he can die in peace, since he 
has seen the Messiah. It seems that Simeon is welcoming death, and is 
looking forward to the day that he will be united with God in heaven. This is 
a change in the attitude of those who lived in the ancient world, since they 
believed that death was the end of life, not the goal of life. So a mortal 
human would do everything to avoid death and stay alive. 
 
To the author of the Letter to the Hebrews, this “fear of death” translated 
into a kind of “slavery” to the power of death. But through embracing 
humanity and actually experiencing suffering and death, Jesus broke the 
chains of slavery to death, that nothing would ever separate us from the 
love of God. 
 
Christmas, like Easter, is about life, death, and resurrection. Jesus came into 
this world to die and to rise from the dead, so that we might know eternal 
life. With grateful hearts, let us come before the Lord to thank Him for 
sending us the gift of His Son, who embraced humanity and death to break 
the barrier between God and us.  
 
“Christ willed to be thus offered as a sign of humility; so that by the merit 
of humility He might teach us to become worthy of Divine favor.”  
      –Saint Thomas Aquinas 
 

 In Christ,  
Father Dave  

 16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE  68135  |  (402) 896-9675  |  stephen.org   

February 2, 2025 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

 

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 
 

 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Zaylie Marie Fegely, daughter of Zachary and Taylor  
 

Hadley Lynn Herren, daughter of Jacob and Crystal  

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


 

Offertory & Online Giving 1/21-1/27: 
 

Actual: $51,075 
Budget: $53,160 
 

FYTD Actual:                                      $1,604,834 
FYTD Budget:  $1,493,192 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift 
simply scan the QR code or go to 
stephen.org/give. Offertory envelopes 
may also be mailed to our office: 16701 
S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning. 
 
 Enrollment for the 2025-2026 School Year: Enrollment for the 2025-

2026 school year is open. Families were sent enrollment packets via 
email. The enrollment process must be completed by Feb. 17th 
to reserve your child's spot in our school for the 2025-2026 school year. 
Some grades are at capacity, so please do not delay in getting your child 
enrolled for next year!  

 Pro-Life Art Contest: School & RE students in grades 3-6: submit your 
“Culture of Life” themed artwork to the state-wide Knights of Columbus 
Pro-Life Art Contest! Information was sent home with your student, or 
visit nebraskakofc.org/programs/culture-of-life-art-contest.html 

 

 Reconciliation February 4th & 5th: All students in grades 2-8 will have 
the opportunity to go to Reconciliation during classes the week of 
February 4th & 5th. Thank you in advance to all the priests who take 
time out of their busy schedules to provide this for our students. We are 
truly blessed.  

 EPS Baby Bottles: Please return your donations with the baby bottles to 
the Religious Education Office this week. We ask that all bottles be 
returned so that EPS can reuse them.  

 Religious Education Office Closed February 24th: Our office will be 
closed on Monday, February 24th. The staff will be attending a Parish 
Ministry Retreat in Schuyler, NE.  We will be praying for all our families 
and their needs. Please keep us in your prayers as well as we strive to 
learn how to serve you better.  

 Vacation Bible School: Save the date and join us June 9-13th 
for a True North Adventure—Trusting Jesus in a Wild World! 
Currently looking for adult volunteers. Scan the QR code for 
more information. 
 

 

 Witness Wednesdays for Highschoolers: Join us Wednesday, Feb. 5th 
Scripture Study night with Fr. Tobias at St. Wenceslaus in the St. 
Elizabeth Room. All 9-12th graders are welcome to join us every 
Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn more at 
stephen.org/witness-wednesdays.  

 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the generous parishioners 
and Knights of Columbus for your support of the Food Pantry through the 

First Saturday drop off! 
 

To donate to the Food Pantry, drop off items to the Food Pantry cart in the 
foyer of the Parish Center anytime. There is also a curbside drop-off event 
every first Saturday of the month thanks to our Knights of Columbus. Our 

Food Pantry provides aid to area families in need.  

https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/witness-wednesdays/


Wednesday, February 5th at 9:15 AM 
Gather, pray and make Prayer Shawls/Blankets to 
be given to persons experiencing crisis in their life. 
The group meets the second Wednesday of each 
month from 9:15 to 11 AM in the Parish Center.  
Questions? Contact Kathy Stodola at (402) 981-1592. 
This group is seeking donations of yarn, fleece, or 
gift cards from JoAnn Fabric or Hobby Lobby. 
Donations can be dropped off to Colleen in the 
Parish Center. 

 

Monthly Meeting & Fellowship Feb. 4th: You are 
welcome at our monthly meeting scheduled for 
the first Tuesday of the month in the GCP from 7-8 
PM with fellowship through 9 PM. To sign up for 
emails, please visit stephen.org/
councilofcatholicwomen. 

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more 
about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

The Knights of Columbus invites you to join them 
for a Rosary devotion prior to 9 AM Mass, February 
9.  We will begin at 8:30 AM to celebrate the 
"Jubilee 2025 of the Armed Forces, Police and 
Security". For additional information Jubilee 2025 
Jubilee 2025 | USCCB.  

https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://www.usccb.org/jubilee2025


Question: Luke’s Gospel is the only one 
to mention the Presentation of the Lord 
in the Temple. What is Luke trying to 
communicate here and what connection 
does it have with Mary? 
 

Answer: February 2 is exactly forty days 
after December 25, the nativity of Jesus. 
Jewish law (Ex 13:2, 12) dictated that 
Jesus, as the firstborn, be consecrated to 
God. This was done by the parents as 
they presented their Son in the Temple. 
 

Jewish law further specified (Lv 12:2-8) 
that a mother was ritually impure after 
giving birth, and that she had to wait a 
set period of time (forty days for a boy) 
before she was to offer a sacrifice to the 
Lord for purification. 
 

The convergence of these two Jewish 
regulations occasions Luke’s account of 
both the Presentation of the Lord and 
the Purification of Mary. These days the 
liturgical emphasis is more on the 
Presentation of Jesus. Luke highlights 
the role of Simeon and Anna, two 
righteous Jews who recognized Jesus as 
the long-awaited Messiah and praised 
God for being able to see and 
experience such a marvel in their 
lifetimes. 
 

Simeon’s prayer concerning the special 
role of Jesus states that Jesus is “a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles.” This 
phrase eventually originated the custom 
of blessing candles on this day which 
were to be used in the ceremonies, 
rituals, and processions throughout the 
church year. Thus February 2 is also 
known as Candlemas Day. This day is 
indeed a rich feast to be savored. ©LPi 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Please join us in the Adoration Chapel 
24/7. The code for access is 9675*. 

 

Please join the Respect for Life Ministry on 
their Journey with Spiritual Adoption 

Monday Feb 3rd at 7 PM during Weekly 
Adoration.   

A Message from Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission
 

In October of 2020, Archbishop Lucas unveiled what he was calling “The Big Goal”.  
The hope and directive would be that all parishes in the Archdiocese would become 
missional communities by 2026. These communities would be characterized and 
identified as having a focus on collaborative leadership, a culture of generosity and a 
clear path of discipleship. 
 

Last fall, we had an expose on what collaborative leadership and a culture of generosity 
looked like here at St. Stephen through the actions of a few parishioners. Our last area 
of work is building a Clear Path of Discipleship. In essence, how are we as a parish 
equipping people to become disciples of Jesus Christ and thereby living out the Great 
Commission of Our Lord, “Go and make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19) This 
is the most definitive statement that He made. 
 

In a parish of our size, it becomes doubly important that we are equipping people and 
helping to accompany them into a faithful AND fruitful relationship with Jesus. It can be 
very easy for people to fall through the cracks and feel to like they’re doing this alone. 
 

Through a great deal of discernment, advice, and work with a handful of parishioners, 
we have arrived at what our clear path of discipleship looks like here at St. Stephen. 
The clear path of discipleship looks like this: Welcome (Emmaus Neighborhood 
Outreach), Love (Parish Retreat), Faith (Small Groups), and Mission (Reach One More). 
 

Practically speaking, a person is welcomed into a larger community and the life of that 
community. In that life, they are offered an opportunity to meet Jesus and have a first 
time (or new) conversion moment. From there, one begins to walk with fellow disciples 
in small group meetings or similar Bible studies where there is a deeper experience of 
their faith and to prepare for a life of mission where they are further equipped to share 
their faith with others. 
 

Over the next couple of months, there will be a series of articles giving more 
understanding to how these are lived out. Remember, our goal is to help EVERYONE  
we meet know who Jesus Christ is and to know that He has a plan for their lives. 
 

Our clear path is based on our mission statement AND the Eucharist – “the source and 
summit of all Christian life…” (CCC1324) as our foundation.  There is the beautiful story 
in Luke’s Gospel where we read about the Risen Christ appearing to the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus and how He encountered them.  “…and how he was known to them in 
the breaking of the bread.” (Luke 24:35) 
 

This really is a special time in the life and history of St. Stephen the Martyr. We are 
growing, almost daily, and people across the city are hearing about the dynamic life 
that they are experiencing here within our community. Please pray for us, and each 
other, as we continue this important work. 



 

Saturday, February 1 
 8:15 am † Margaret Jean Andary (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Rich Johns (MP) 
 

Sunday, February 2 
 7:30 am † Sr. Clarice Faltus (MP) 
  9:00 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 am † Dan McGargill (DB) 
 6:00 pm † Rich McCormick (AS) 
 

Monday, February 3 
 6:30 am † John F. McKinney (MP) 
 8:15 am † Carol Becker (MP) 
  

Tuesday, February 4 
 6:30 am † Lou & Catherine Iannuzzelli (DB) 
 8:15 am † Jane Schuyler (MP) 
  

Wednesday, February 5 
 6:30 am † Robert Von Dollen (DB) 
 8:15 am † Bonnie Bratcher (MP) 
  

Thursday, February 6 
 6:30 am † Sally Otto (DB) 
 8:15 am † Rich McCormick (DB) 
   

Friday, February 7 
 6:30 am † Justin Cooper (DB) 
 8:15 am  † Beatriz Gutierrez Puentes (MP) 
 

Saturday, February 8 
 8:15 am † Larry Muhlbauer (MP) 
  5:00 pm SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 

Sunday, February 9 
 7:30 am † Hans Knudsen(DB) 
  9:00 am † Linda DeHartMartyr (MP) 
10:30 am † LaVonna Appleby (MP) 
 6:00 pm † Lyle Dirkx (DH) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman; AS = Fr. Andy Sohm 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Yvonne Kamphaus, wife of Mike Kamphaus  
Dean Belcher, uncle of Sara Klein 
Kennard Pohlman, grandpa of Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
Chuck Hervert, husband of Julie  
Elden Jonas, father of Kerry  
 

Susan Smith, St. Stephen school teacher 
Dave Cavanaugh  
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Ron Burkle, husband of Sheryl  
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Christopher Widseth, husband of Kimberly 
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Larry Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Betty Brinster, wife of Jerry  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Ryan Huebner, son of Cheryl and Marty  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


2025 SPIRIT CELEBRATION DINNER: Join Catholic Answers‘ 
Senior Apologist, podcast host, and author, Jimmy Akin! 
Jimmy is a convert to the Faith and has an extensive 
background in the Bible, theology, the Church Fathers, 
philosophy, canon law, and liturgy. Join us on February 22, 
2025, at the Mid-America Center in Council Bluffs. Social 
hour begins at 5 PM with the Dinner and Program to follow, 
starting at 6 PM. General Admission is $75 per seat. Please 
make your reservation by February 14, 2025! Be sure to let 
your friends and fellow parishioners know. Also, make sure 
your priest knows it is free for him to attend the Spirit 
Celebration Dinner! Get your seats at https://spiritcatholicradio.com/jimmy/. 

https://spiritcatholicradio.com/jimmy/
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

 FIRE • WATER • STORM 
 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com



It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

Kelly Anne McGonigal
Furniture Sales

P: 402-397-6100 x24452
kelly.mcgonigal@nfm.com
days off: monday & tuesday

700 S. 72nd St.
Omaha, NE 68114

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 
INVENTORY

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com
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