
 
 

“Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in 
this way they were greater sinners than all other 
Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not 
repent, you will all perish as they did!”  
 

When it comes for the need for repentance, Jesus means 
business. In our Gospel for this weekend’s liturgies, the 
crowd is trying to provoke Jesus by pointing to the 
current episode of Roman cruelty to the Jews. Jesus will 
not show hatred for the enemy. Instead he insists that the death of the 
body should not be feared. Even though the Roman army could kill the 
Jews, Jesus tells them that the death of the spirit is the real horror, and 
those who do not repent stand in danger of spiritual death. 
 

How much money, time and attention do we give to the appearance and 
the health of our bodies? It seems like the media is constantly giving us the 
message that we need to be thin, in shape, and wrinkle-free. The sad truth 
is that many people are giving in to the message and are more concerned 
about their bodies and their health than they are anything else. While it is 
good to care for the gift of life that God has entrusted to us, we also have to 
look at the time and attention we are giving to our spiritual health. What 
kind of an investment have we made this year in the life of the spirit? Do we 
make time for prayer, Scripture study, retreats, examination of conscience, 
and works of charity and mercy? 
 

The health of our spirit begins with a heartfelt act of repentance. We must 
make the decision to turn our backs on sin and to come back to God with 
all our heart. In this season of Lent, may we find the courage and 
experience the grace that we need to take an honest look at the health of 
our spiritual lives and be ready to make a change. 
 

“We shall have to repent, not so much for the evil deeds of the wicked 
people, but for the appalling silence of the good people.”  
                  – Martin Luther King, Jr.   

 
In Christ,  

Father Dave  
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March 23, 2025 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 
 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

On Sunday, March 30th, our young people will receive 
their First Holy Communion. Please pray for them as they 

prepare to receive the Body, Blood, Soul & Divinity of 
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist!  

 

Please note: 10:30 AM Mass on Sunday, March 30th 
will be held in the gym due to a First Communion 

Mass being held in the Worship Space at that time. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 

Offertory & Online Giving 3/11-3/17: 
 

Actual: $50,684  
Budget: $47,016 
 

FYTD Actual:                                     $2,003,330   
FYTD Budget: $1,842,438    

 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 

 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift 
simply scan the QR code or go to 
stephen.org/give. Offertory envelopes 
may also be mailed to our office:  
16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning. 
 First Communion Celebration: Second graders and their families are 

invited to a First Communion Celebration! Second graders will be 
honored at 8:15 AM School Mass on Tuesday, April 1st. They are invited 
to wear their First Communion attire to school. Mass will be followed by 
a breakfast for First Communicants and their families. 
 

 First Communion Rehearsals This Week: Rehearsals for First 
Communion Mass will be Thursday, March 27th, & Friday, March 28th. 
Students are expected to attend with at least one parent or guardian. 
The details may be found in The First Communion Booklet which is due 
by March 28th. Please contact our office at 402-896-5683 with 
questions. If you can be an EMHC, Lector or Altar Server at one of the 
three First Communion Masses on March 31st, please contact Sam 
at s.jizba@stephen.org or 402-861-4512. The Masses will be at 10:30 
AM, 1:00 PM or 3:30 PM.  

 Spring Break for Religious Education will be April 7th-11th: There 
will be no Religious Education classes on April 8th & 9th. The Religious 
Education Office will also be closed for the week  

 Vacation Bible School: Registration is open! VBS is June 9th-13th. 
Please check our website for more information at stephen.org/vbs. 
Adult and youth volunteers are still needed. 

 

 

 Witness Wednesdays: Join us Wednesday, March 26th in the Parish 
Center for “Be Real” Night featuring the Culture Project Missionaries 
having an open Q&A night. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us 
every Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn more at 
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

We can all be like the barren fig tree at times. Do 
you cling to what you have, or do you generously 
share with others?  How will you respond when 
God asks you what you have done with all the gifts 
He has given you? Remember, not only are we 
called to be generous; we are called to develop and 
nurture our gifts; and return them with increase. 
We are called to be generous with all of gifts;  
especially the one that means the most to you. 
 
 

 

The Easter Flowers Memorial 
collection is to remember loved 
ones that have gone before us 
on the occasion of Easter. 
Please be sure to add your 
loved one's name in the special 
intention field. For 

inclusion in bulletin, memorials must 
be received by April 9th. Scan the QR 
code to contribute online or place 
envelopes in the collection basket.  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/vbs
https://stephen.org/give/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

We are excited to 
share that we have 
renamed three of 
our rooms in the 
Parish Center in 
honor of saints who 
inspire us in our 
work and faith.  
 

What was formerly 
known as the Board 
Room is now the St. 
Raphael Room. St. 
Raphael is the 
patron saint of 
happy meetings, 
guiding us toward fruitful and harmonious 
gatherings.  
 

The Conference Room will now be known as the 
St. Joseph Room. St. Joseph is the patron saint of 
workers, reminding us of the dignity and 
importance of our labor.  
 

Lastly, our Parish Center’s Main Space will now be 
known as the St. Teresa of Calcutta Room, in 
honor of her unwavering devotion to serving 
others with love and compassion.  
 

May these new names inspire us all in our mission 
to Know, Encounter, and Proclaim Christ!  
 

All you holy men and women, pray for us!  

 

Monthly Meeting & Fellowship April 1st:  
You are welcome at our monthly meeting 

scheduled for the first Tuesday of the month in 
the Parish Center from 7-8 PM with fellowship 

through 9 PM. To sign up for emails, please visit 
stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen. 

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/


Question: What is the difference 
between mortal and venial sin? 
 
Answer: Sin is a deliberate thought, 
word, action, or omission contrary to 
God’s law. Since the beginnings of the 
Church, sin has been distinguished by 
its gravity. “Grave matter” is traditionally 
defined by the Ten Commandments. If a 
person commits a grave sin with full 
knowledge of the action’s evil and with 
the complete consent of their will, this is 
a mortal sin. The effects of mortal sin 
are grave – the loss of sanctifying grace, 
which can be restored by a fresh 
outpouring of God’s mercy in the 
sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
Venial sin does not fit one or more of 
these conditions (for example, a less 
serious matter still freely chosen or 
grave matter committed while under 
force or ignorance of God’s law). The 
effects of venial sin – while still 
damaging to the human heart and 
human society – are less severe. Even 
so, smaller sins build habits, which can 
obstruct our growth in virtue. When we 
are serious about following Jesus, we 
should do our best to avoid all sin, 
whether large or small!  ©LPi 

 
Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Please join us in the Adoration Chapel 
24/7. The code for access is 9675*. 

 
 
Pope Francis has 
designated 2025 
the Jubilee Year of 
Hope – a tradition 
dating back to the 
Book of Leviticus (chapter 25) 
designating a particular year as a special 
year of reconciliation, pilgrimage, and 
coming home. During a Jubilee Year, the 
Catholic Church offers plenary 
indulgences via the merits of Jesus 
Christ. A plenary indulgence completely 
cleanses the soul – as if the person has 
just been baptized. For a more complete 
explanation and to see the 
Pilgrimage Sites designated 
by Archbishop Lucas, scan 
the QR code.  

Join the St. Stephen the 
Martyr Respect Life 
Committee in the world’s 
largest grassroots movement 
to end abortion during 40 
Days for Life!  
 

Friday, April 11th 
Bellevue Abortion Clinic 

1002 Mission Ave.  
Bellevue, NE 

 
Scan the QR Code 
to learn more & 
sign up. 



 

Saturday, March 22 
  8:15 am † Leonard Kruse (MP)  
  5:00 pm † Justin Cooper (DB) 
 

Sunday, March 23 
 7:30 am SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
  9:00 am † Frederie, Agnes & Charle Aflagah(MP) 
10:30 am † Lorraine Schlautman (MP) 
 6:00 pm SI The Wichman Family (DH) 
 

Monday, March 24 
 6:30 am  Communion Service   
 8:15 am † Diane Redmond (AS) 
  

Tuesday, March 25 
 6:30 am SI Fr. Matthew Pohlman (DB) 
 8:15 am † Nathaniel Closen (DB) 

 

Wednesday, March 26 
 6:30 am † Kennard Pohlman (DB) 
 8:15 am † Tim Zrust (MP) 
  

Thursday, March 27 
 6:30 am SI Mary Azara (DB) 
 8:15 am SI Kent & Lori Linnebur Family (DB) 
   

Friday, March 28 
 6:30 am † Charley Bacon, Sr. (DB) 
 8:15 am  † Lois Soukup (MP) 
 

Saturday, March 29 
 8:15 am † Joe, Jr & Timothy Pawloski (DB) 
  5:00 pm † Carlos & Sonia De la Torre (MP) 
 

Sunday, March 30 
 7:30 am † Lewis Storm (VP) 
  9:00 am † Rich McCormick (VP) 
10:30 am † Zach Fochek (MP) 
10:30 am   SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 1:00 pm SI First Communion Candidates (MP) 
  3:30 pm SI First Communion Candidates (DB) 
  6:00 pm † Steven Kucirek (VP) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman  
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman; AS = Fr. Andrew Sohm 
VP = Visiting Priest   
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Dennis Moore, husband of Lois 
Jerrene Langel, sister of Brian Langel  
Dolores Pettitt, mother of Mike 
Dorothy Francois, mother of Rae Ellen 

John Klopp, husband of Sue 
Ron Rauart 
Susan Smith, St. Stephen school teacher 
Dave Cavanaugh  
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Larry Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Ryan Huebner, son of Marty and Cheryl  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


Are you looking for a way to get more 
involved at St. Stephen the Martyr? Beloved 
Women’s Group is looking for someone to 
lead (or co-lead) the Beloved Women’s group 
starting in Fall 2025.  
 
This group meets monthly, and the meetings 
involve watching a 30 minute video, followed 
by a discussion. This year the group has met 
on Thursday evenings, but dates can be 
picked by the leader. For this role, you are 
responsible for choosing the study for the 
group, coordinating hospitality and playing 
the video at each meeting. If you are 
interested or have any questions about the 
opportunity, please reach out to Erica Hinton 
at ericahinton13@gmail.com.  

Cards and Games Thursdays: Stop by and see what's happening at 
Cards and Games Thursdays! Join us on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of every month at 1PM in the Parish Center. We look 

forward to seeing you soon! Email us at stephens.primetimers@gmail.com with 
questions. 

mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 
	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

Kelly Anne McGonigal
Furniture Sales

P: 402-397-6100 x24452
kelly.mcgonigal@nfm.com
days off: monday & tuesday

700 S. 72nd St.
Omaha, NE 68114

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 
INVENTORY

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com


