
ɈThis is the wood of the cross, on which hung the Savior of 
the world. Come, let us worship.ɉ 
 

The ChurchɅs celebration of Holy Week begins with the cries 
of praise and celebration. As Jesus enters Jerusalem, the 
crowds welcome Him as they would welcome a king. But the 
cries of ɈHosannaɉ turn to ɈCrucify Himɉ as the days of the week come to 
pass. Even the crowds of vocal supporters dwindle to a few people who 
stand at the foot of JesusɅ cross. 
 

During this Holy Week, we celebrate the core of our faith and our lives as 
Christians. We believe that new life can only come through sacriɲce, 
suϜering, and death. This lesson is taught by Jesus Himself, but we still have 
a diʛcult time accepting it. We want the new life, but we donɅt want to pay 
the price. We want to accept Jesus as King, but we donɅt want to see Him as 
the SuϜering Servant. ϥf we do accept Him as the Servant who lays down His 
very life for us, then we must accept the fact that we must do the same. 
Like Jesus, we must take on the heavy burden of the cross and walk with 
Him to Calvary. 
 

As we make the journey to the cross this week, we know that we never walk 
alone. We know that Jesus walks with us and will be strong for us in our 
weakness. We also know that we have the support and the love of our 
Christian community. Together we journey to Calvary; together we journey 
to the tomb; together we walk to the joys of heaven that await those who 
are faithful. 
 

ɈAnyone who imitates Jesus to the full must also share in His passion. We 
must have the courage to pray to have the courage to accept. Because we 
do not pray enough, we see only the human part. We donɅt see the divine, 
and we resent itɎ SuϜering is meant to purify, to sanctify, to make us 
Christ-like.ɉ ɀMother Teresa of Calcutta 

ϥn Christ,  
Father Dave  
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AMɀ7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on ɲrst Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Oʛce: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Oʛce Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

StaϜ Contact ϥnfo: stephen.org/staϜ 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
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Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish oʛce for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
oʛce for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish oʛce to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian ϥnitiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 

OϜertory & Online Giving 4/1-4/7: 
 

Actual: $46,631   
Budget: $48,175   
 

FYTD Actual:                                     $2,141,504    
FYTD Budget: $1,984,645     
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1ɁJune 30 
 
 

 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your ɲnancial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift simply scan 
the QR code or go to stephen.org/give. 
OϜertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our oʛce:  
16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  
Ý Enrollment for 2025/2026 School Year: We are still accepting new 
student applications for the 25/26 school year. Once your application 
has been accepted, our oʛce will send you an enrollment packet to 
complete. To apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions. 

 
 

Ý Last Class April 22nd/23rd: Our last class for the year will be 
April 22nd/23rd. Please register your child for classes next 
year. Registration is open! Scan the QR code to register.  

Ý Easter Egg Hunt: Join us on Divine Mercy Sunday to 
celebrate Easter! Please join us on Sunday, April 27th, after the  
10:30 AM Mass for an Easter celebration! We will start in the Dining 
Room with donuts, ɈSleepless from Seattleɉ coϜee cart, and face 
painting. Then we will head out to the ɲeld to continue the Easter fun 
with an egg hunt.  

Ý Vacation Bible School: VBS is June 9th-13th. Please check our website 
for more information at www.stephen.org/vbs. Adult and youth 
volunteers are still needed. 

 
 
 

 

Ý Witness Wednesdays: Join us Wednesday, April 16th for Holy Week 
Showing & Discussion on the Passion of Christ Movie in the Parish 
Center, St. Teresa of Calcutta Room. All 9th-12th graders are welcome 
to join us every Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn 
more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

   

How many times have you heard someone make a 
disparaging comment about God or our Catholic 
faith? How did you react? Do you remain quiet so 
not to cause a disturbance? Or, because you donɅt 
want people to think negatively about you? Or, 
because you donɅt think you know enough about 
the Catholic faith? Pray for the courage to speak up 
and enter into a respectful conversation when the 
opportunity to talk about our faith arises. Joyfully 
share your faith with others.  
 

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the 
Pontiɲcal Good Friday Collection, which helps 
Christians in the Holy Land. Through the Pontiɲcal 
Good Friday Collection, you stand in solidarity with 
the Church in the Holy Land as a witness of peace, 
supporting Catholics there in parishes and schools, 
maintaining Christian shrines and caring  for 
refugees in the Holy Land. To contribute 
to this fund, please drop your envelopes 
in the collection basket or scan the QR 
code. Thank you for your generosity. 
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St. Stephen the Martyr Knights 
of Columbus are accepting 

applications for the 2025 Deacon Wesley Kreun 
Memorial Scholarship. Applications available at 
the Parish Oʛce. Deadline to apply is April 30th.  
 
Please scan the QR code for more 
information. Questions? Contact 
Hank Hardy at 
hwhardy02@gmail.com.  

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the 
QR Code if you would like to register as a 
parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow 
closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra 

at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

The Pastoral Council is seeking two engaged parishioners to join their team. ϥn 
support of Fr. Dave, this Council strives to be consultative in nature, a medium 
for communication, and a model of cooperation and collaboration. Learn more 
and apply at stephen.org/pastoral-council-apply. Questions? Please contact 
Bob Homan at rlhoman1961@gmail.com.   
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Question: Where do Palm Sunday 
palms come from and where should 
they go? 
 

Answer: The Palm Sunday celebration 
has ancient origins. Beginning the 
liturgy Ɉoutsideɉ the church, we 
symbolically reenact ChristɅs entry into 
Jerusalem. The crowds in ancient ϥsrael 
waved palm branches ɀ a symbol of 
royalty ɀ to welcome Jesus. These days, 
obtaining palms takes a lot of planning 
and coordination, as hundreds of 
thousands of churches worldwide need 
them on the same day! Many in the 
United States order palms from Florida, 
California, Texas, or Central America. 
Many companies stress the 
sustainability of their production and 
the just wages paid to their workers. 
 

The palms used on Palm Sunday are 
blessed at Mass. This means they 
shouldnɅt end up in the trash! Many 
people weave palms into crosses or 
families display them in their homes. ϥf 
you do not plan on displaying your 
palms throughout the year, they should 
be burned, buried, or left at the church. 
ϥn the ɲnal case, the palms are burned 
to provide the ashes for next yearɅs Ash 
Wednesday service. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

 
Holy Thursday 

Following 7 PM Mass until Midnight 
in the Daily Mass Chapel 

 
Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 
ɈThe greatest love story of all time is 
contained in a tiny, white host.ɉ 

- Venerable Fulton Sheen 


