
Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with 
his ɲnger. But when they continued asking him, he 
straightened up and said to them, ɈLet the one among 
you who is without sin be the ɲrst to throw a stone at 
her.ɉ Again he bent down and wrote on the ground. And 
in response, they went away one by one, beginning with 
the elders. 
 
The story in our Gospel happens more often than we think. Jesus is 
confronted with a diʛcult situation where a woman is caught in adultery 
and there is a mob of people ready to stone her because of her sin. The 
religious leaders were trying to trap Jesus by bringing a situation before him 
that did not have an easy solution. ϥf he told them not to kill her, he would 
be speaking against Jewish law, which said that the penalty for adultery was 
death. On the other hand, if he told them to kill her, his entire ministry of 
compassion, forgiveness, and healing would be meaningless. What would 
Jesus choose to do? 
 
Our LordɅs response to this challenge is inspired. ϥnstead of taking a stand 
on either side of the question, Jesus calls for a change of heart, telling the 
woman not to sin again. But even more challenging was the call to the lynch 
mob that they change their attitude: ɈLet the one among you who is without 
sin be the ɲrst to throw a stone at her.ɉ Jesus is asking the angry mob to 
look within themselves to see the darkness and corruption that ɲlls their 
hearts. ϥnstead of focusing on the sin of the adulterous woman, Jesus tells 
them to look at their own sins. 
 
ϥt's very easy to look at the sins of others and condemn them or reject 
them. But how often do we take an honest look at our own lives and see 
that we have no foundation to point out sin and to accuse others of 
wrongdoing when we ourselves are sinners too? Jesus calls each of us to 
examine our hearts and to let go of the sinful words, actions, and attitudes 
that have become a part of our lives. Most especially, Jesus challenges us to 
let go of the judgmental attitudes we have in looking at the lives of other 
people. 
 
When we repent and let go of our sinfulness, Jesus looks at us with love and 
says, Ɉϥ do not condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.ɉ 
 
ɈWe have made up a God in our image. Because we are angry and 
judgmental, we have projected those characteristics onto Him. But God 
remains who He is and always will be: He is the energy, the thought of 
unconditional love. He cannot think with anger or judgment. He is mercy 
and compassion and total acceptance.ɉ  ɀ Marianne Williamson 
 

ϥn Christ,  
Father Dave  
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AMɀ7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on ɲrst Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Oʛce: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Oʛce Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

StaϜ Contact ϥnfo: stephen.org/staϜ 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 
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http://stephen.org/staff/
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Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish oʛce for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
oʛce for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish oʛce to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian ϥnitiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 

OϜertory & Online Giving 3/25-3/31: 
 

Actual: $43,744   
Budget: $47,016   
 

FYTD Actual:                                     $2,092,455    
FYTD Budget: $1,936,470     
 

Catholic Relief Services Collection:  $4,412.25  
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1ɁJune 30 
 

 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your ɲnancial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift 
simply scan the QR code or go to 
stephen.org/give. OϜertory envelopes 
may also be mailed to our oʛce:  
16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning. 
Ý Congratulations to our Second Graders!  Second grade students 
received their First Holy Communion this past Sunday. Thank you to 
Father Dave, Father Matthew, and the second grade teachers for 
preparing these young people for their special day. Thank you also to 
our Home & School Association for hosting a wonderful celebratory 
breakfast for our students!  
 

Ý Spring Break for Religious Education will be April 7th-11th. There 
will be no Religious Education classes on April 8th & 9th. The Religious 
Education Oʛce will also be closed for the week. 

Ý Easter Egg Hunt: Join us on Divine Mercy Sunday to celebrate Easter! 
Please join us on Sunday, April 27th, after the 10:30 AM Mass for an 
Easter celebration! We will start in the Dining Room with donuts, 
ɈSleepless from Seattleɉ coϜee cart, and face painting. Then we will 
head out to the ɲeld to continue the Easter fun with an egg hunt.  

Ý Vacation Bible School: VBS is June 9th-13th. Please check our website 
for more information at www.stephen.org/vbs. Adult and youth 
volunteers are still needed. 

 
 

 

Ý Witness Wednesdays: Join us Wednesday, April 9th for Guest Speaker/
Testimony Night with Deacon Scott & Julie Tylski in the Parish Center, St. 
Teresa of Calcutta Room. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us 
every Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn more at 
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

Ý Holy Week Showing & Discussion on the Passion of Christ Movie: 
Join us April 16th in the Parish Center.   

 

The Easter Flowers Memorial 
collection is to remember loved 
ones that have gone before us 

on the occasion of Easter. Please be sure to add 
your loved one's name in the special 
intention ɲeld. For inclusion in bulletin, 
memorials must be received by April 9th. 
Scan the QR code to contribute online or 
place envelopes in the collection basket.  
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Gather, pray and make Prayer Shawls/Blankets to be given to persons experiencing crisis in their life. The group meets the second 
Wednesday of each month from 9:15 to 11 AM in the Parish Center.  Questions? Contact: Kathy Stodola at (402) 981-1592. ϥf you 
would like to help but canɅt knit, tie or crochetɁthis group is seeking donations of yarn, ɳeece, or gift cards from Hobby Lobby. 
Donations can be dropped oϜ to Colleen in the Parish Center. 

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

A Message from Fr. Dave 
 
ϥɅm very happy to announce a change in our 
parish staϜ. Currently, Sam Jizba serves as the 
Liturgy Coordinator and Conɲrmation 
Coordinator for our parish. ϥ have asked Sam to 
serve as the full-time Liturgy Coordinator. He 
and ϥ want to expand his role, so that he has 
more time to work with parishioners, especially 
our liturgical ministers. The most important 
Ɉworkɉ we do in the parish is celebrate the 
liturgy, and ϥ know that Sam will help us to oϜer 
our best service to God through our worship. 
His full-time position will begin on July 1. 
 
ϥ would also like to announce that, after a year 
of prayer, conversation, and discernment, the 
Leadership Team of the parish has 
recommended that we hire a full-time 
Coordinator of Middle School Ministry. This 
person would oversee and coordinate 
continued faith formation opportunities that 
would complement what is taking place in our 
Religious Education program and parish school. 
This person would also serve as Conɲrmation 
coordinator, assist with Sacrament preparation 
for young people preparing to be received into 
the Church, and provide oʛce support for our 
Religious Education program.  
 
We will begin our search for candidates in the 
very near future. Please pray for Sam, and for 
the person who will serve our middle school 
students and their families. Our parish 
continues to grow, and the staϜ members and 
leadership of our community are doing their 
best to provide what we need to Ɉencounter 
Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.ɉ 

The Pastoral Council is seeking two engaged parishioners to join their team. ϥn 
support of Fr. Dave, this Council strives to be consultative in nature, a medium 
for communication, and a model of cooperation and collaboration. Learn more 
and apply at stephen.org/pastoral-council-apply. Questions? Please contact 
Bob Homan at rlhoman1961@gmail.com.   
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Question: ϥf someone is interested in 
becoming a priest, how does he go 
about it?  
 

Answer: Discerning a vocation can 
happen in any number of ways. ϥt might 
come as a surprise to the person called 
or to family or friends. Sometimes it is a 
gradual process, and other times it is as 
quick and bright as lightning. Regardless 
of how it starts, a vocation to the 
priesthood or religious life requires a 
process of discerning, testing, and 
preparing. The best place to begin 
would be with lots of prayer, receiving 
the sacraments, and attending daily 
Mass whenever possible. Then talk to 
your pastor or a priest you know and 
trust. Your diocese may have a vocation 
director who can provide you with 
guidance and information. The Serra 
Club is also a great resource for 
information and contacts to help you 
discern if indeed God is calling you. 
 

Remember that many young Catholic 
men have considered the priesthood. 
Some are ordained and others realize 
this is not their calling. However, we are 
all called to be of service to others as we 
practice our faith. These are 
extraordinary times in which we live, 
and they require an extraordinary 
witness to faith and to GodɅs presence in 
the world. Our work, our ministry as 
Catholics, is to be the body of Christ with 
and for others. The Church needs 
priests. ϥf God calls you to ordained 
service in the church, He will provide the 
grace, direction, and support you need. 
Just listen and respond with all your 
heart, mind, and soul. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Please join us in the Adoration Chapel 
24/7. The code for access is 9675*. 

 
 

Join the St. Stephen the Martyr 
Respect Life Committee in the 
worldɅs largest grassroots 
movement to end abortion 
during 40 Days for Life! Sign up 
to pray & witness on-site at an 
abortion clinic, from our 
Adoration Chapel, or wherever 
you are! Our day of prayer is:  
 

Friday, April 11th 
Bellevue Abortion Clinic 
1002 Mission Ave.  
Bellevue, NE 
 

Scan the QR Code to 
learn more & sign 
up. 

 

One of the traditional practices of the Catholic Church is to have 
Masses oϜered for speciɲc intentions. While we know that everyone 
who participates in the Mass has their own personal intentions that 
they bring to the Lord in prayer, the Church also believes that there is 
great value in having a Mass celebrated for a particular intention. 
Here at Saint Stephen the Martyr, the Mass intentions are listed in the 
weekly bulletin and are mentioned in the Prayers at Mass.  
 

To maintain fair access to this blessing, guidelines have been enacted. 
This includes how to request Mass intentions, how many 
may be requested, and other church regulations regarding 
this practice. Please scan the QR code to read the 
guidelines at stephen.org/. Request a Mass ϥntentions 
by contacting the Parish Oʛce at (402) 896-9675. 

The Serra Club of Omaha, whose mission is "to 
foster and promote vocations to the ministerial 
priesthood and religious of the Catholic Church,ɉ 
issued awards to area 8th Graders for their 
dedication and commitment to being a server at 
a special Mass with Archbishop Lucas at St. 
Wenceslaus. Congratulations to St. Stephen the 
Martyr 8th Graders who were honored: Haley 
Micek, Addison Kolkman. Maggie Johnson, 
Jackson Treiber, and Rylee Zucchelli.  
 

Thank you for serving at Mass!  


