
 
Jesus said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a 
third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep.” 
 
“Do you love me?” is the question that Jesus asks of St. Peter in this 
weekend’s Gospel. If we remember back to Good Friday’s liturgy, we heard 
that three times Peter denied that he was a follower of our Lord. Now, 
three times, Jesus asks, “Peter, do you love me?” Each time, as Peter tells 
Jesus that he does love him, Jesus tells him to feed his sheep. 
 
“Do you love me?” This is the same question that Jesus asks each of us, and 
we respond through the way that we live our lives. If we love Jesus, that will 
make a difference in the way that we live, love, and serve. But we also 
recognize that there are times throughout the course of each day when we 
deny that we belong to Jesus. Through our lack of patience, forgiveness, 
generosity, and kindness; through the presence of anger, gossip, foul 
language, selfishness, and pride, we deny that we belong to the Risen 
Christ. As we journey through these holy days of the Easter Season, let us 
hear the voice of Jesus speak His words of love to us. May we also hear Him 
ask “Do you love me?” and pray that our generous response will be through 
our words and actions. 
 
"It is an easy love, oh Jesus, to love someone that never gets angry with 
those who offend Him. Many times I have seen, oh Jesus, that while justice 
demands that I be punished, You take steps to prevent this punishment, 
even to have it withdrawn. I have found a Jesus so infatuated with my 
heart that He knows not how to punish it.” –Saint Gemma Galgani 
 

In Christ,  
Father Dave  
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

 
 

Ryatt Steven Martin,  
son of Justin and Michaela 

Lennon Kay Elaine Thome,  
daughter of John and Alexandra 

Macy Jantina Murphy,  
daughter of Zach and Jenny 

 

Claire Mueller  
and Yuriy Kit  

 
 

Our faith community wishes  
you many blessings! 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 4/22-4/28/2025: 
 
 

Actual: $43,454 
Budget: $48,175 
 
 

FYTD Actual:                                     $2,292,324  
FYTD Budget: $2,129,170 
 

Home and Foreign Missions:    $2,845.25 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift 
simply scan the QR code or go to 
stephen.org/give. Offertory envelopes 
may also be mailed to our office: 
16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  
 May Crowning: Families are welcome to join our students for our May 

Crowning Mass on Friday, May 9th at 8:15 AM. Students may bring a 
flower to school that morning to present to Our Lady. Our First 
Communicants and Confirmands will present these flowers to Our Lady 
at Mass. Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!  

 Teacher, Support Staff & Volunteer of the Year Awards: 
Our School Advisory Board will accept nominations through 
Wednesday, May 2nd for End of Year Awards. These are given 
at All School Mass on the last day of school. Scan the QR to 
submit your nominations.  

 Teacher Appreciation Week: We love our Catholic school teachers! 
May 5th-9th is Teacher Appreciation Week and our Home & School 
Association has many plans to show gratitude. Please take some time to 
pray for and thank a teacher this week.  

 Enrollment for 2025/2026 School Year: We are still accepting new 
student applications for the 25/26 school year. Once your application 
has been accepted, our office will send you an enrollment packet to 
complete. To apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions. 

 
 

 As we say goodbye to this year's faith formation classes, we 
wanted to express our sincere gratitude for your partnership in 
your child's formation this year. It's been a pleasure watching 
them grow and learn, and we are so grateful for your support in 
helping your child's faith in Jesus grow. Have a blessed and safe 
summer.  

 Fall Registration for Rel. Ed.: Please register your child today for fall 
classes and prayerfully consider volunteering to help with this dynamic 
program! We need dedicated volunteers for a wide range of roles suited 
to your individual gifts and availability. Please visit our registration page 
at stephen.org/re-registration for information on classes and volunteer 
opportunities. Thank you! 

 Confirmation: This special rite will be May 5th, May 6th, and May 7th at 
6:30 PM. We welcome these 143 young people into a deeper 
relationship with the Church and invite you to participate in their 
celebration with your prayers and support.  

 Senior Graduation Blessing: There will be a blessing for all our 
graduating seniors of the parish on May 17th & 18th at all masses that 
weekend. Seniors are invited to grab a small gift from the parish after 
mass. The gifts will be located on the table in the Gathering Space.  

 

 

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for Highschoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, May 7th, 6:30 PM—9:15 PM for Testimony Night at St. 
Wenceslaus in the St. Elizabeth Room. All 9th-12th graders are welcome 
to join us every Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn 
more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

The Pastoral Council is seeking two engaged 
parishioners to join their team. In support of 
Fr. Dave, this Council strives to be consultative 
in nature, a medium for communication, and 
a model of cooperation and collaboration.  
 
Learn more and apply at stephen.org/pastoral
-council-apply. Questions? Please contact Bob 
Homan at rlhoman1961@gmail.com.   

The Food Pantry is grateful for all the parishioners who participated in the First 
Saturday Food Drive and those who drop off items during the week. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated. We extend special thanks to the dedicated 
Knights of Columbus for their efforts in collecting donations and providing the 
Easter hams for our families at Easter. 
We are also deeply grateful to our devoted volunteers who diligently fill the request 
each week. Special thanks to Dave and Kathy Stodola and Teresa Ziska for their 
thoughtful donation of eggs for our pantry families. May God bless you!  

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/pastoral-council-apply/
https://stephen.org/pastoral-council-apply/
mailto:rlhoman1961@gmail.com


Question: I can’t explain it. I feel a 
nudge from God to something out of 
the ordinary. How do I respond? 
 

Answer: You’re in good company! 
Abraham was asked to leave all he knew 
and loved for a strange land, with only 
abstract divine assurance that such a 
sacrifice would be worth it. Plenty of 
prophets protested against God’s call, 
whether it was claiming they were too 
young (Jeremiah) or running away 
entirely, only to end up in a whale’s belly 
(Jonah). St. Joseph was asked to do 
something very strange. He was asked 
to believe — on the word of an angelic 
appearance in a dream — that his 
betrothed was pregnant not from 
another man, but by a miraculous 
intervention of God. Then he was called 
to marry her. 
 

Author Flannery O’Connor once wrote, 
“You shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you odd.” Sometimes God’s 
invitation might seem strange or 
challenging. It might require sacrifices 
we never expected to make. Our life 
might look different than we had always 
imagined. But as we all know, life throws 
its own curveballs, regardless of 
whether or not we’re listening for God’s 
will. Better, one would think, to be open 
to the promptings of God and to follow 
along the strange trails that they lead. 
We have the assurance that, eventually, 
we will find green pastures. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

 

There will be no Eucharistic 
Adoration on Monday, May 5th  

due to Confirmation.  
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. We would  like to say a very heartfelt thank you to the parishioners of St. Stephen the 

Martyr for the wonderful care packages we each received. We appreciate the cards, kind 
words of support, and prayers. Thank you all and know we are praying for you all.  
 

Deacon Logan Hepp, Michael Figura, and Alexander Kennedy  

The Catholic Church 
remains a steadfast ally in 
the mission of promoting 
dignity, compassion and 
practical help for all God’s 
children struggling with 
mental health challenges. 
Please pray for those 
fighting mental health 
battles especially in May. For 
a list of local resources, 
please visit stephen.org/
mental-health.  

stephen.org/mental-health
stephen.org/mental-health


 

Saturday, May 3 
 8:15 AM † Larry Muhlbauer (MP) 
 5:00 PM † Rich McCormick (DB)  
 

Sunday, May 4 
 7:30 AM SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)  
  9:00 AM † Lorraine Schlautman (MP) 
10:30 AM † Berniece Adams (MP) 
  6:00 PM † Jerry Goldsberry (MS) 
 

Monday, May 5 
 6:30 AM † Marie Werp (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Ronald Rupp (MP) 
  

Tuesday, May 6 
 6:30 AM † Sharon Welch (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Marie Guenther (DB) 

 

Wednesday, May 7 
 6:30 AM † Barbara Wzorek (MP)  
 8:15 AM †  Albert & Marian Berning (DB) 
  

Thursday, May 8 
 6:30 AM  SI Terry & Marie Zrust (DB)  
 8:15 AM † Beatriz Gutierrez Puentes (DB)  
   

Friday, May 9  
 6:30 AM † Jim & JoAnn Stachura (MP)  
 8:15 AM  † Jerry Muhlbauer (DB) 
 

Saturday, May 10 
 8:15 AM † Linda Lichter (DB) 
 5:00 PM † Joe Sautter (MP)  
   

Sunday, May 11 
 7:30 AM † Dora Isabel Rojas Gutierrez (MP)  
  9:00 AM † Kathy Darling (MP) 
10:30 AM SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)  
  6:00 PM † Angelo Felici & Duane Rath (AS) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman  
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm; MS = Fr. Matt Spots 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Judy Kealy, mother of Connie, Maureen, Jane, Pat, 
Mike, Laura, and Maria 
Ann Rush, wife of Jim 
Patrick McGranahan, husband of Diane 
Judith Gammel, mother of David 
Randy Figura, husband of Trish 
 

Ember Workman, granddaughter of Mark & Terrie 
Wayne  
Ron Rauart 
Susan Smith, St. Stephen school teacher 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Larry Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Ryan Huebner, son of Marty and Cheryl  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


Omaha Archdiocese Council of Catholic Women: All women are invited to the 
OACCW meeting, Tuesday, May 13th starting at 9 AM. St Francis Catholic Church, 
702 W 11th St, Neligh NE  68756. RSVP encouraged by May 1st to Leonarda Arens 
OACCW President via email at arensljrepair@hotmail.com or  (402) 253-5120.     
  
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR SSVP OMAHA’S FOOD PANTRY GARDEN: The Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul Pantry Garden – located at 2101 Leavenworth Street – grows fresh 
produce, which is ultimately picked and given away to Omaha neighbors in need. 
Volunteer responsibilities include planting, watering, removing weeds, and 
harvesting the vegetables/produce. No experience needed. There will always be 
other gardeners there to show you the ropes. If you think you might like to 
volunteer, please contact Pat Slaven at mpslaven035@gmail.com.  

The Coordinator of Middle School Ministry will oversee and coordinate continued 
faith formation opportunities for youth (primarily 6th-8th grade) inside and 
outside of a classroom setting. The Coordinator’s primary roles will include:  
1) Middle School Youth Ministry; 2) Confirmation Coordinator; 3) Religious 
Education support; and 4) OCIA for middle school-aged children. To apply: send 
cover letter & resume to Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at 
aybarra@stephen.org.   

 

Monthly Meeting & Fellowship May 6th at 7 PM 
in the Parish Center: You are welcome at our 

monthly meeting scheduled for the first Tuesday of the month in the Parish Center 
from 7-8 PM with fellowship through 9 PM. We also host a Social Night every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 PM in the Parish Center. There are many other 
opportunities for service and fellowship. Please join us! To sign up for emails, 
please visit stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen. 

The Serra Club of West Omaha invites all the 
faithful to join us for a special Holy Hour to Pray for 
Ordinandi and Seminarians on Monday, May 
19th, at St. Cecilia Cathedral.  
 

Join us in the Narthex at 6:30 PM for Greetings and 
at 7 PM in the Sanctuary for the Holy Hour. The 
Presider will be Father Tom Weisbecker, Chaplain 
of the Serra Club of West Omaha. This special Holy 
Hour on May 19 is to pray for the Priesthood 
Ordination of three men—Deacons Logan Hepp, 
Brian Hula, and Will Targy—on June 7. We will also 
pray for the Transitional Diaconate Ordination of 
one seminarian—Michael Figura–in the fall in 
Rome. For more information visit 
serrawestomaha.org. 

https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
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Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

Kelly Anne McGonigal
Furniture Sales

P: 402-397-6100 x24452
kelly.mcgonigal@nfm.com
days off: monday & tuesday

700 S. 72nd St.
Omaha, NE 68114

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 
INVENTORY

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com




