
 

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one 
can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take them 
out of the Father’s hand.” 
 

This passage from St. John’s Gospel has been a source of 
comfort for me for many years. It is good to know that there is nothing on 
this earth that will be able to separate us from the love and the grace of 
God. Our personal sins, disasters, people who don’t like us or wish us harm, 
suffering, and death will never have a hold on us because God has His hold 
on each of us. 
 

Jesus tells us today that God has spread His tent of love and protection over 
us. And at the end of our lives, we will never hunger or thirst again. We will 
never suffer pain or feel grief. We will never be lost in sin again. All of our 
tears will be wiped away. In other words, when we die, we will be 
understood, received, welcomed, and taken up into the loving arms of the 
One who created us. 
 

Do you really feel secure in God’s love today? Or are you uneasy, thinking 
that you aren’t worthy of such great love or that you may not be “good” 
enough to make it to heaven? If you are concerned about these questions, 
or if you are concerned that a family member or friend may not be saved, 
what are the criteria by which you are judging yourselves and others? Jesus 
promises in today’s Gospel that He will give His sheep eternal life. It doesn’t 
say anything about having to earn that gift or that we have to do a certain 
number of good and virtuous deeds. All we have to do is believe, which is 
probably the most challenging part of living as a member of Jesus’ flock. If 
we truly believed that the gift of eternal life belonged to us, it would make a 
huge difference in our lives and in the way that we lived, loved and served. 
 

“If Jesus Christ is not true God, how could He help us? 
If He is not true man, how could He help us?” –Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

In Christ,  
Father Dave  

 16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE  68135  |  (402) 896-9675  |  stephen.org   

May 11, 2025 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 4/29-5/5/2025: 
 
 

Actual: $41,099  
Budget: $43,820  
 
 

FYTD Actual:                                     $2,327,138   
FYTD Budget: $2,172,991 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift 
simply scan the QR code or go to 
stephen.org/give. Offertory envelopes 
may also be mailed to our office: 
16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

 
 

Aryus Daniel Dahners, son of Rowan and Katie 
Charles Alexander Fitzgerald, son of Theodore and Jordan 

Claire Luise Lantry, daughter of Tommy and Elizabeth 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  
 8th Grade Graduation: Congratulations to our graduates! We are 

proud of you & we will be praying for you as you enter High School in 
the fall. 

 Order Your 25-26 School Supply Packs: Home & School is organizing 
the sale of school supply packs through Educational Products, Inc. (EPI). 
School Supply Packs ordered through EPI are delivered directly to the 
school and placed in your child's classroom before Back to School Night. 
To order, visit educationalproducts.com/ShopPacks and enter school 
code STS021. Be sure to order for your child's 2025/2026 grade level. 
The order deadline is June 1, 2025. 

 Enrollment for 2025/2026 School Year: We are still accepting new 
student applications for the 25/26 school year. Once your application 
has been accepted, our office will send you an enrollment packet to 
complete. To apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions. 

 
 

 Fall Registration for Religious Education: Please register 
your child for classes next year and consider being a 
Catechist/Volunteer. Many volunteer options are available. 
For more information visit our registration page 
at stephen.org/re-registration/ or Scan the QR code.  

 Senior Graduation Blessing: There will be a blessing for all our 
graduating seniors of the parish on May 17th & 18th at all the Sunday 
Masses that weekend. Seniors are invited to grab a small gift from the 
Parish after Mass. The gifts will be located on the table in the Gathering 
Space.  

 

 

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for Highschoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, May 14th, 8-9:30 PM, in the Parish Center for Testimony 
Night. All 9-12th graders are invited every week. Snacks and drinks are 
provided. Learn more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

 Save the Date for Youth Ministry Sand Volleyball Tournament: Join 
us at Noon on May 28th at Papio Bay Aquatic Center! All teens are 
invited for this day of fun including volleyball, yard games, and food! 
This will replace our Witness Wednesday Event & we will plan to attend 
this event all together. Hope to see you there!  

The disciples heard Our Lord’s call and were able to 
spread the Gospel message with strength and 
vitality. We, too, can experience that same joy if we 
make room for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts. 
When we use our gifts in the way that God intends, 
He fills us with supernatural joy. A joy that others 
notice and are attracted to!  
                               

Email is our primary form of communication with 
our parishioners. Please join our Flocknote email 
list to stay up to date with parish happenings and 
resources.  
 

If you have signed up and are still not receiving 
emails, check your junk folder! Please add 
mail@flocknote.com to your address book or safe 
sender list. If the emails are in your junk folder, be 
sure to mark them as 'Not Spam'. If you 
have any questions about Flocknote or 
need to update your email, contact 
Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org.  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/
stephen.org/re-registration
https://stephen.org/give/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

O God, we humbly beseech You through Your servant, St. 
Dymphna, who sealed with her blood the love she bore You, to 
grant relief to those who suffer from mental afflictions and 
nervous disorders, especially (name of the afflicted person). St. 
Dymphna, martyr of purity, pray for us!   
 
Scan the QR code to find the 9 day Novena to 
St. Dymphna. Find more resources at 
stephen.org/mental-health.  

The Coordinator of Middle School Ministry will oversee and coordinate continued faith formation 
opportunities for youth (primarily 6th-8th grade) inside and outside of a classroom setting. The 
Coordinator’s primary roles will include:  
1) Middle School Youth Ministry; 2) Confirmation Coordinator; 3) Religious Education support; and 4) 
OCIA for middle school-aged children. To apply: send cover letter & resume to Adam Ybarra, 

Director of Mission, at aybarra@stephen.org.   

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
stephen.org/mental-health
https://www.praymorenovenas.com/st-dymphna-novena


Question: Why do Catholics genuflect? 
 

Answer: Genuflection is an act of 
devotion that literally means “to bend 
the knee.” For many Catholics, it’s an 
almost automatic gesture that we 
perform before entering our pew or row 
of seats at Mass. But, like many of the 
symbols and gestures of our faith 
tradition, genuflecting can also be an 
invitation for deeper reflection. 
 

The practice of “bending the knee” is an 
ancient way of recognizing the presence 
of someone greater than we are. It has 
been said that the practice dates back to 
the time of Alexander the Great, but it 
became a common part of etiquette in 
the royal courts of the Middle Ages. 
From throne rooms and palaces, it was 
a small step to genuflecting becoming 
part of the devotional lives of Christians, 
who used this secular gesture as a way 
of recognizing the presence of the One 
who is King of Kings, especially in the 
Eucharist. 
 

Today, Catholics are asked to genuflect 
in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament (whether in the tabernacle or 
exposed on the altar during eucharistic 
adoration). So, while it has become 
second nature to genuflect before 
entering your seat in church, we should 
pay attention to where the Blessed 
Sacrament is kept in each church or 
chapel that we visit, and genuflect in the 
direction of the tabernacle where the 
Blessed Sacrament is kept. In churches 
or chapels in which the tabernacle is in a 
separate space, we are invited to simply 
bow toward the altar. In addition to 
genuflecting before the Blessed 
Sacrament, we are also instructed to 
genuflect before the cross used for 
veneration on Good Friday (during the 
solemn celebrations of the Lord’s 
Passion) and any time a relic of the True 
Cross is displayed for veneration. This 
long-standing tradition is a way of 
honoring the cross as the great sign of 
our salvation and of showing devotion 
to the passion of Jesus. ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our young people who received the Sacrament of Confirmation!  
Our parish community will pray that you boldly live your faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

Madison Akins 
John Donald Baker, IV 

Lucy Ballard 
Liam Barnhardt 
Delanie Bartes 

Adriana Basilico 
Piper Bavaresco  

Collin Becker 
Isabelle Beckman 

Jasmin Beltran 
Bennett Birk 

Parker Bosiljevac  
Leighton Bousum 

Liam Breiter 
Blake Broderick 

Harper Brummer 
Caleb Busse 
Ava  Caldwell  

Brookelynn Cameron 
Keegan Cannon 
Emilio Carlson 

Dominic Cerrone 
Maxwell Christensen 

Brynlee Cole 
Andrew Daly 
Henry Daly 

Jacob Dickey 
Adler Doht 

Beckett Dotson 
Jacob Durow 

Van Ellis 
Amelia Escobar 

Alex Feller 
Colin Fuxa 

Carson Gemberling 
Gabriel Gerdes 
Peyton Gesch 

Josiah Guerrero 
Addisyn Gracey 
Beckham Green 
Brooke Grimm  
James Hansen 
Amelia Hartwig 

Liam Hartz 
Emma Havranek 
Camryn Hayes 

Ly Hoang 

Kamryn  Hohenstein  
Noah Holder 

Benjamin Horak 
John Hraban 

Anthony  Johnson 
Chloe Johnson 
Evelyn Jones 
Colin Joslin 

Molly Jurrens 
Olivia Kaminski 

Tommilyn Kanger 
Kendall Kass 
William Kastl 
Presley Keber 

Conor Kelly 
Abigail Kinnan 

Addison Kolkman 
Mason Kooyman 

Connor Kovar 
Vincent Lad 

Reese Lancaster 
Jax LaPesh 
Ellie Leahy 

Elaina Lehotay 
Jonah Lodu 
Violet Lozier 

Jonah Lueders 
Maura Masat 

Ava McCartney 
Roger McGargill, IV  
Charles McTaggart 

Mariah Meraz 
Haley Micek 
Kaia Miglini 
Leah Miller 

Allison Molstad 
Elias Morrow 
Liam Naeve 
Kolar Neal 
Ari Neesen 

Jenna Novak 
Logan O'Malley  
Elizabeth Park 

Kylie Parks 
Lynley Paulson 

Mason Petersen 
Nhi Phan 

Declan Pickrell 
Henry Regan 

Clodagh Reisbig 
Henry Reynolds 

Deresse Rinehart 
Avery Romberg 

Jackson Ross 
Maci Ruh 

Gage Rupiper 
Sarah Russell 

Charles Sather 
Rachael Savicky 
Claire Schmitz 
Davis Schulte  

Emery Shoemaker 
Annabel Simeon  

Logan Sinnett 
Miles Smith 

Ryland Smith 
Truman Snyder 
Decklyn Sokol 

Lilianna Steffen 
Evan Stigge 
Leah Stock 

Kaylee Tauriella 
Samuel Taylor 

Ava Thies 
Jack Thorson 

Andrew Timmerman 
Alexa Titman 

Hai Tran 
Jackson Treiber 
Greyson Tworek 
Lily Verraneault 
Jaxon Vodicka  

McKinley Waller 
Corey Weinert 
Hayden White 
Jagger Wiedel 
Logan Willette 

Carson Williams 
Kale Wilson 
Maria Witt 

Ansley Zanker 
Calista Zubia 
Emma Zubia 

Rylee Zucchelli  

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 
 

“The greatest love story of all time is 
contained in a tiny, white host.” 

- Venerable Fulton Sheen 



 

Saturday, May 10 
 8:15 AM † Linda Lichter (DB) 
 5:00 PM † Joe Sautter (MP)  
 

Sunday, May 11 
 7:30 AM † Dora Isabel Rojas Gutierrez (MP)  
  9:00 AM † Kathy Darling (MP) 
10:30 AM SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)  
  6:00 PM † Angelo Felici & Duane Rath (AS) 
 

Monday, May 12 
 6:30 AM † Leonard Kruse (MP) 
 8:15 AM † James O'Brien (MP) 
  

Tuesday, May 13 
 6:30 AM † Angelo Felici (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Yvonne Kamphaus (MP) 

 

Wednesday, May 14 
 6:30 AM † Duane Rath (DB)  
 8:15 AM SI  Mary Azara (MP) 
  

Thursday, May 15 
 6:30 AM  † Jeanette Peterson (DB)  
 8:15 AM † Yvonne Kamphaus (DB)  
   

Friday, May 16 
 6:30 AM † Marie Werp (DB)  
 8:15 AM  † Brandan Quealy (MP) 
 

Saturday, May 17 
 8:15 AM SI James Gninefou and  
   Adaku Esther Gninefou (GO) 
 5:00 PM SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)  
   

Sunday, May 18 
 7:30 AM † Maxine Micek (DB)  
  9:00 AM † Patrick Gottsch (DB) 
10:30 AM † Justin Cooper (AS)  
  6:00 PM † Anthony Giebler (AS) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman  
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm; DO = Fr.  Gary Ostrander  
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Nellie Kurtz, mother of Elizabeth, Madaline, 
Bernadette, & Pamela  
Janet Kealy, mother of Connie, Maureen, Jane, Pat, 
Mike, Laura, and Maria 
Ann Rush, wife of Jim 
Patrick McGranahan, husband of Diane 
 

Ember Workman, granddaughter of Mark & Terrie 
Wayne  
Ron Rauart 
Susan Smith, St. Stephen school teacher 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Larry Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  
Michael Bazant, husband of Patricia 
Ryan Huebner, son of Marty and Cheryl  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

HEALING MASS: His Global Love Prayer Communities invite you to a Healing Mass 
on Friday, May 30th, 2025, at Mary Our Queen Catholic Church, 3535 S 119th St., 
Omaha. Rosary at 6:15 PM, praise and worship to follow. Mass at 7:00 PM Fr. Kevin 
Joyce from His Global Love Ministry will be presiding. All are welcome! Questions 
contact Frances Mignon at (402) 515-8000.  
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR SSVP OMAHA’S FOOD PANTRY GARDEN: The Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul Pantry Garden – located at 2101 Leavenworth Street – grows fresh 
produce, which is ultimately picked and given away to Omaha neighbors in need. 
Volunteer responsibilities include planting, watering, removing weeds, and 
harvesting the vegetables/produce. No experience needed. There will always be 
other gardeners there to show you the ropes. If you think you might like to 
volunteer, please contact Pat Slaven at mpslaven035@gmail.com.  
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

 FIRE • WATER • STORM 
 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

WWW.ROBERTSNURSERIES.COM

•  Garden Centers
•  Landscape Design  

& Install
•  Turf Care
•  Pool Design & Install

2 Locations: 
156 & Kansas Ave. 
N. 48th St. & I-680
402-551-3654



It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

Kelly Anne McGonigal
Furniture Sales

P: 402-397-6100 x24452
kelly.mcgonigal@nfm.com
days off: monday & tuesday

700 S. 72nd St.
Omaha, NE 68114

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 
INVENTORY

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com


