
 
ɈWhen the Lord established the heavensɎ when he 
ɲxed fast the foundations of the earthɎ then was ϥ 
beside himɎ and ϥ was his delight day by day, 
playing before him all the while, playing on the 
surface of his earth; and ϥ found delight in the 
human race.ɉ 
 
ϥn one of the most endearing images of the Old 
Testament, the author of Proverbs presents the 
character of Wisdom as a child playing before an 
everlasting Father. As Wisdom plays, creation comes into being, so that she 
has a beautiful place to play. ϥn the FatherɅs act of creating, Wisdom ɲnds 
joy in the presence of the human race. 
 
ϥt is a strange concept for us to think of God Ɉdelightingɉ in us. We would 
rather focus upon our sinfulness and our unworthiness than rejoice in the 
fact that God loves us. ϥf we really did believe that we are GodɅs delight, that 
realization would inɳuence how we live every day. We would be more 
joyful, more grateful, and even more aware of GodɅs loving care in every 
detail of our lives. 
 
On this Solemnity of the Holy Trinity and throughout this next week, ϥ 
encourage you to be aware of GodɅs awesome love, present in the world 
and in your lives. Think about how much love it takes for the Creator to 
form us in the womb and give us the breath of life. Let joy and gratitude ɲll 
your thoughts and words this week, knowing that you are GodɅs chosen 
ones, holy and precious in His sight! 
 
ɈGod dwells in our heart by faith, and Christ by his Spirit, and the Holy 
Spirit by his purities; so that we are also a cabinet of the mysterious 
Trinity; and what is this short of heaven itself, but as infancy is short of 
manhood and letters of words?ɉ ɀJeremy Taylor 
 

 
 

ϥn Christ,  
Father Dave  
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AMɀ7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on ɲrst Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Oʛce: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Oʛce Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

StaϜ Contact ϥnfo: stephen.org/staϜ 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Olson Joseph Kulik, son of Joseph and Kirby  
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Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish oʛce for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
oʛce for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish oʛce to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian ϥnitiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 
 

OϜertory & Online Giving 6/3-6/9/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $37,298 
Budget:             $44,429 
 
FYTD Actual:                                         $2,549,382 
FYTD Budget:                        $2,386,404 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1ɁJune 30 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your ɲnancial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR code 
or go to stephen.org/give. OϜertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
oʛce: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  
Ý Now Hiring! St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic School is seeking Teacher 
Associates for our ɲrst grade classrooms and substitute teachers to be 
added to our sub list. ϥf you are interested in either opportunity, please 
contact Greg Verraneault, Assistant Principal, at (402) 896-0754 or 
g.verraneault@stephen.org.  

Ý Save the Date for our Summer Playdates! PreK, TK, & Kindergarten 
students are invited to the playground to meet new friends and have a 
popsicle! This is a great way to calm any new-school jitters and 
introduce children to their new environment. Our ɲrst playdate is June 
24th from 6-7 PM on the school playground. Visit school.stephen.org/
summer-play-dates for more information and for future dates. 

Ý Summer Oʛce Hours: The School Oʛce is open from 8:30Ɂ11:30 AM 
in June & July. You may also contact us by email at school@stephen.org 
or at 402-896-0745. Have a safe & happy summer!  

 

 

Ý Fall Registration for Religious Education: Please register your child 
for classes next year and consider being a Catechist/Volunteer. Many 
volunteer options are available. For more information visit our 
registration page at stephen.org/re-registration/. 

Ý Vacation Bible School: Thank you to all who volunteered their time, 
donated items, and prayed for our Parish Vacation Bible School.  ϥt was 
a very successful week, and everyone had a wonderful time. Make sure 
to check out our Parish Facebook page for videos of all the exciting fun 
we had!  

 

 

Ý Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for Highschoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, June 18th, 8-9:30 PM, for Eucharistic Adoration Night at St. 
Wenceslaus in the Elizabeth Room/Chapel. All 9-12th graders are invited 
every week. Learn more at stephen.org/Witness-Wednesdays.  

                       
 

ϥt has been said that the best gift we can give 
someone is to teach them how to pray. ϥf you donɅt 
talk and more importantly, listen, to God every day, 
how else will you know what He is calling you to do? 
Just as you talk to family and friends every day, get 
in the habit of talking with God every day. Develop 
a daily prayer routine. Keep your prayers simple 
and sincere. This is best done in silence, when you 
can hear GodɅs response.  

                

Email is our primary form of communication with 
our parishioners. Please scan the QR code to join 
our Flocknote email list to stay up to date with 
parish happenings and resources.  
 
ϥf you have any questions about 
Flocknote or need to update your email, 
contact Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org.  

Our Youth Ministry team, led by High 
School Youth Minister Johnny Murray, has 
been busy with many special events for our 
high schoolers! They visited Worlds of Fun, 
attended a Sand Volleyball Tournament, 
and hosted a Spring Retreat along with the 
weekly Witness Wednesday youth group 
nights. Our high schoolers are having a 
blast growing in their relationship with God 
and each other. Thank you to those who 
volunteer their time to assist with our youth 

group! High schoolers are welcome to join them every Wednesday night. 
Location rotates between St. Stephen the Martyr and St. Wenceslaus. Visit 
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays for more information.  

stephen.org/sacraments
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Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

St. Stephen the Martyr Council 10160 will be holding an 
Exempliɲcation Ceremony to welcome new members into 
our Council on Wednesday, June 18th at 7 PM in the Daily 
Mass Chapel. We invite any men of our Parish, age 18 and 

older, who have considered joining the Knights of Columbus, to prayerfully 
reɳect on this opportunity and attend the ceremony. Family members are 
welcome to observe the ceremony and are invited to stay afterwards for 
refreshments. For more information, contact JeϜ Stumpf at (402) 490-9780. 

Please join us in welcoming Mr. Michael Kennedy to our 
parish staϜ as he steps into the role of Coordinator of 
Middle School Ministry for St. Stephen the Martyr. Mike 
brings a wealth of experience in program development 
and a strong ability to accompany and engage with our 
middle school youth in both the parish and school 
communities. ϥn this new role, he will lead our 
Conɲrmation program and help build a vibrant middle 
school youth group that serves students from both the 
parish and the school. 
We are especially excited to have Mike join our team, as 

he already has meaningful connections within our community from his time 
as a substitute teacher in our school. Welcome, Mike!  

Our young parishioners encountered 
Christ in a wild way this week! Our 
Religious Education staϜ put on a week 
of fun, adventure, and learning about 
Jesus during Vacation Bible School: True 
North Alaskan Adventure. They sang, ate 
snacks, played games, and most 
importantly, learned how to Ɉtrust Jesus 
in a wild worldɉ! Thank you to all the 

adult and youth volunteers and for making it a great week for our 
participants. Thank you most of all to all our families for sending their 
children to Vacation Bible School. Keep praying and trusting that God has a 
plan for your life!  

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: ϥɅve seen people hang 
rosaries over the rear-view mirrors in 
their cars and a few of them wear them 
around their necks. ϥs it OK to do that?  
 

Answer: The practice of hanging a 
rosary or a religious medal oϜ of the 
rearview mirror of oneɅs car is a fairly 
popular custom across many cultures. 
While there is no particular rule 
approving or condemning this practice, 
we should also be mindful of the 
respect and reverence due to religious 
objects and devotional items (i.e. 
sacramentals).  
An important point to consider would 
be the reason why one chooses to place 
a rosary or religious medal in our cars. 
ϥs it a reminder of the protection and 
intercession of Mary and the saints? 
Does it encourage us to be mindful of 
GodɅs presence, even in such a 
mundane task as driving? ϥs it an 
outward expression of our more private 
devotions?  
One advantage of having a rosary or 
religious medal in our cars is that it can 
also serve as a reminder to pray when 
we travel, asking for protection for 
ourselves and for other motorists or 
commuters. Certainly, invoking the 
protection and prayers of the saints is a 
wonderful practice for families, helping 
to reinforce our belief in the 
communion of saints and the care and 
concern we owe to one another. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 

Join us to honor Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament on the Feast of Corpus Christi. The 
Procession will begin at the Dowd Chapel at Boys Town. You will then walk behind the 
Monstrance in prayer to St. Wenceslaus where Benediction will take place. A bus will 
be there to provide rides back to Boys Town after conclusion of event. Processing with 
the Blessed Sacrament is a longstanding tradition to celebrate Corpus ChristiɁplease 
join us in bringing the presence of God to our neighborhoods and street corners! 
Children who received First Holy Communion or Conɲrmation this year are invited to 
dress in their FHC attire and process at the front next to the clergy and servers!  


