
 

"Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples." 
He said to them, "When you pray, say: Father, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom come…” 
 

“Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples.” 
This request, made by one of Jesus’ disciples, shows us 
that the desire to pray, the desire to be in union with God 
is an ageless longing. The Gospel of Luke portrays Jesus at 
prayer many times in his ministry, especially before critical or difficult 
events. Prayer gives Him strength and provides the direction He needs as 
he continues His ministry. Jesus has taught His disciples so much about life 
and about God the Father. Now the disciples want to know how to pray. 
 

The prayer that Jesus teaches presents a radical way of relating to God. 
Jewish faith taught that God was distant from humanity and that He should 
be revered and feared. Jesus teaches His followers to call God, “Father,” 
which gives us the image of a God that is very near to His people. Just as a 
faithful, loving, patient father cares for the needs of his children, God will 
care for us and for our needs if we call upon Him in faith. 
 

Because the Lord’s Prayer is so familiar to us, we may pray it without really 
paying attention to what we are saying. We are coming before the God who 
loves us, asking for what we need every day for life and to be forgiven in the 
same way that we forgive others. These are pretty bold statements, aren’t 
they? We are saying that we have the faith that God will provide and that we 
are so confident that we do a good job of forgiving others that we want God 
to forgive us in the same way. Do we really have the faith that God will take 
care of us? Do we really want God to forgive us like we forgive? 
 

“Lord, teach us how to pray.” Jesus shows us the way to bring ourselves and 
our needs before the God who loves us. May we approach our Father in 
faith, knowing that he will hear us and provide for us. 
 

"Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?" –Corrie Ten Boom 
 

In Christ,  
Father Dave  

 16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE  68135  |  (402) 896-9675  |  stephen.org   

July 27, 2025 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to noon in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Harper Rae Urzendowski, daughter of Sean and Heather 
Rosalind Clara Keim, daughter of Brett and Nora 

Willetta Patricia Keim, daughter of Brett and Nora 
Benjamin Thomas Tramp, son of Thomas and Elissa 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 7/15-7/21/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $38,082 
Budget:             $51,780 
 
FYTD Actual:                                          $121,680 
FYTD Budget:                        $155,340 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR code 
or go to stephen.org/give. Offertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  
 2025-2026 Afternoon Preschool & PreK Openings: 3-Day Afternoon 

Preschool: Monday– Wednesday from 12:25—3:15 PM and 5—Day 
Afternoon PreK: Monday-Friday from 12:25-3:15 PM. Interested? Visit 
school.stephen.org/preschool to learn more! To tour our school, please 
contact our school office at 402-896-0754 

 
 

 

 Religious Education Classes will begin on Aug. 19th & 20th. For more 
information visit our registration page at stephen.org/re-registration.  

 Please consider being a Catechist/Volunteer: Volunteering in 
Religious Ed offers numerous benefits.  

 Spiritual Growth: Catechists and volunteers have the opportunity 
 to deepen their own faith and share it with others, leading to 
 personal spiritual growth. 
 Community Involvement: Being a volunteer allows individuals to 
 become part of a community that supports their faith journey and 
 encourages them in their Catholic way of life. 
 Role Model: Catechists serve as role models for young people, 
 demonstrating the right behaviors and values that are central to 
 the Christian faith. 
 Stewardship: By dedicating time to catechetical work, catechists 
 contribute to the stewardship of their time and talents, helping to 
 support their families and the Church. 
 Community Support: Catechists and volunteers receive support 
 from their parish community, which includes prayer, 
 encouragement, and the opportunity to grow in their faith. 
 Want to learn more about being a catechist? Please give us a call 
 at 402-896-5683. Save the Date: Our annual catechist meeting will 
 be held on August 17th at 2 PM For more information visit  
 stephen.org/re- registration/.  
 

 

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, July 30th for Adoration Night in the Parish Center. All 9th-
12th graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Snacks and 
drinks are provided. Learn more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

Jesus assures us that if we ask, God will take care of 
what we need. The problem is that our culture 
often confuses what we really need with what we 
simply want. The truth is that many of us need very 
little. However, we usually want so much more!  
Stewardship is simply being grateful for all that we 
are and all that we have been given, and 
generously sharing all of our God-given gifts with 
others. Gratitude and generosity are gifts that 
opens doors to new relationships with others and 
with God.      

Interested in supporting our school while 
promoting your business? Become a 2025-2026 
St. Stephen the Martyr Corporate Sponsor! This 
year’s fundraising efforts will help underwrite 
the cost of updating classroom equipment & 
technology, contributing to the cost of 

instructional materials, and providing teacher grants 
throughout the year. Additional funds raised will be used for 
security upgrades and technology subscriptions. The deadline 
for sponsorships is July 31st. Thank you for supporting our 
Catholic school! Questions? Contact the Martyr Marathon 
team at martyrmarathon@gmail.com.  

 

For 80 years, CRS has been 
providing expertise and 
compassion to the very poorest of 

our brothers and sisters in more than 100 
countries. They are in particular need to your 
generosity this year due to loss of 
funding. Please prayerfully consider 
supporting the lifesaving work of 
Catholic Relief Services by giving online 
at CRS.org or by scanning the QR code. 
Thank you for your generosity!  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/
school.stephen.org/preschool
stephen.org/re-registration/
https://stephen.org/give/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: This time of year, I attend a 
lot of weddings. Why do Catholic 
weddings need to take place in a 
church? 
 

Answer: Technically, there is a clause in 
Church law that could allow for 
weddings to take place outside of a 
church, in a suitable space under special 
circumstances, but it requires the rare 
permission of the bishop. But the 
meaning of marriage goes very, very 
deep, and the Church has a vested 
interest in protecting that meaning. As 
Catholics, we don’t see a wedding as an 
event that needs a pleasing backdrop.  
 

Marriage is a sacrament, both an 
occasion of joyful promise and symbolic 
solemnity. It is a spiritual event. The 
loving bond of marriage symbolizes the 
mystical union between Christ and his 
Church. The man and woman profess 
lifelong vows of fidelity, and they receive 
supernatural grace from God to keep 
their promises. Receiving the sacrament 
of Marriage in a church has broader 
symbolic meaning for the couple as well. 
Marriage isn’t simply two people in 
isolation from the world around them. 
Marriage is the joining of families and 
the beginning of a new, holy mission in 
the life of the couple. Weddings are 
sacred occasions, and it’s fitting that 
they occur in sacred spaces. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*.



 

Saturday, July 26 
 8:15 AM SI  Genevieve Stamp (MP) 
 5:00 PM † James Goodhard (MP) 
   

Sunday, July 27 
 7:30 AM † Leonard Kruse (MP) 
 9:00 AM †  Donna Titman (DB) 
10:30 AM SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
  6:00 PM † Chuck Hervert (MP) 
 

Monday, July 28 
 6:30 AM † Tom Wright (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Beatriz Gutierrez Puentes (MP) 
  

Tuesday, July 29 
 6:30 AM † Ann Rush & Joe Rush (MP)  
 8:15 AM † Bernie & Mary Ann McGrath (DB) 

 

Wednesday, July 30 
 6:30 AM † Mary Azara (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Larry Ware (DB)  
 

Thursday, July 31 
 6:30 AM  † Josephine Caliendo (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Claudia Britten (DB) 
   

Friday, Aug 1 
 6:30 AM  † Wanda Korensky (MP) 
 8:15 AM  † Don Wingert (DB) 
 

Saturday, Aug 2 
 8:15 AM †  Jerrene Langel (MP) 
 5:00 PM † Judy Klein (DB) 
   

Sunday, Aug 3 
 7:30 AM SI People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 9:00 AM †  James Goodhard (MP) 
10:30 AM † Richard Lupardus (MP) 
  6:00 PM † Heloisa Fernandes (TBD) 
 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman  
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Kim Weeks, mother of Jarah Lee  
 

Don Perrault, father-in-law of Gabriel Newbold  
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave  
Mary Risavi, cousin of Nancy Major  
Doris Braun, mother of Rich Braun  
Anne Harvey, wife of Jim  
Ron Rauart 
Susan Smith, St. Stephen school teacher 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

A LEADER LIKE NO OTHER: The Regnum Christi community is inviting 
you to an evening of fellowship and faith formation with author and 
international speaker, Fr. Daniel Brandenberg LC, as he shares insights 
into the leadership style of Jesus and how his style is reflected in 
secular leaders today. Friday, August 8th, 6:30-8:30 PM with fellowship 
beginning at 6:15 PM in the Parish Center. RSVP via QR code. 

 
THE AUXILIARY INVITES YOU TO THE 15TH ANNUAL EPS BREAKFAST 
FOR LIFE: Saturday, August 9th, 2025. Doors Open at 8:30 
AM & Program Begins at 9:15 AM. Join us in supporting 

Essential Pregnancy Services, featuring keynote speaker Coleen Kelly 
Mast. Registration preferred by August 4th. Seating is limited. For more 
information, visit bidpal.net/BFL2025 or scan the QR code. 
 
OMAHA ARCHDIOCESE COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN SUMMER MEETING:  
All Women are invited to join OACCW meeting, Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church Hall, 215 Omaha St., Fordyce, NE  68736. RSVP 
encouraged by August 1st  for lunch count to Leonarda Arens OACCW President via 
email at arensljrepair@hotmail.com or text to 402-253-5120. 
 

CALLED TO THE SILENCE: 3 DAY DIRECTED IGNATIAN RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES: 
God speaks to you in the silence. Are you ready for some quiet time away, just “to 
be”, to listen, to pray? Steep yourself in our sacred space, to be still and open 
yourself up to the graces God has for you. You will meet with an Ignatian-trained 
spiritual director daily to reflect on what’s stirring in your heart. Opportunity for 
Mass daily and confession. Retreat cost including room and meals is $400. Held at 
the Creighton University Retreat Center in Griswold, IA. Choose one of the following 
opportunities to attend: Thurs-Sun Oct 23-26, 2025; Thurs-Sun Dec 4-7, 2025;  
Thurs-Sun Jan 22-25, 2026 Retreats begin at 6:00 PM the first evening, 
following your check-in, and ending the last day by 3:00 PM. Register 
at www.creighton.edu/retreatcenter/scheduleofretreats or scan the code:  

The Serra Club of West Omaha invites 
you to join us for a special Rosary for 
Vocations followed by a Holy Mass on 
Monday, August 4th, at St. James 
Catholic Church, 4710 N. 90th Street 
in Omaha to pray for an increase in 
vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life within the 
Archdiocese of Omaha. The Rosary 
will begin at 5:00 PM and Mass is at 
5:30 PM. Mass will be celebrated by 

Archbishop Michael McGovern, and concelebrated by Rev. Tom Weisbecker, Serra 
Chaplain, and Rev. Matthew Pohlman, assisted by Deacons Bart Zavaletta and Kyle 
Uhing, and seminarians Jack Van Moorleghem and Peter Ginn.  
 

After Mass, join us in the Parish Center for a reception where Father Matthew will 
speak about Priestly Ministry with Mother Mary. Enjoy heavy hors ‘d oeuvres, beer, 
wine, and cake. All are welcome! If you are interested in helping to build the 
Church locally through vocations support, contact John Lingo, Serra VP, at 
westomaha@serrainternational.org. Learn more at serrawestomaha.org and 
follow us on Facebook @serrawestomaha.  

ROSARY AND MASS TO PRAY FOR VOCATIONS 
August 4, 5:00 PM at St. James in Omaha 
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 
	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

WWW.ROBERTSNURSERIES.COM

•  Garden Centers
•  Landscape Design  

& Install
•  Turf Care
•  Pool Design & Install

2 Locations: 
156 & Kansas Ave. 
N. 48th St. & I-680
402-551-3654

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 
INVENTORY

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com


