
 

“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask 
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his 
harvest.” 
 

With these words Jesus is appointing seventy-two disciples, 
and he sends them in pairs to proclaim the Gospel to the 
world. As Jesus sends the seventy-two to spread the Good 
News, we must understand that the number “seventy-two” has a significant 
meaning for the Jews living at the time of Jesus. Jewish tradition taught that 
there were seventy-two nations in the world; the number then represents 
all the people of the earth. Saint Luke uses this number of disciples to show 
that the Gospel message goes beyond the Jewish community. The entire 
world must hear—and live—the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

As Jesus continues to call his disciples to go into the world, he teaches them 
that they will have a very difficult life ahead of them, but they must not 
bring any money, baggage, or sandals for their journey. They must only 
carry with them the knowledge of God’s love and the peacefulness it brings. 
If they are faithful to their call, God will take care of them, and they will have 
nothing to worry about. 
 

This is a good message for us to hear, because we can get shortsighted in 
our vision and our ministry. Jesus calls us to realize that we must have a 
broad vision of the needs of the entire world, not just the needs of those in 
our families or our parish. The Gospel of Jesus Christ must be spread 
throughout the world, and we are counted among those who have been 
called and chosen to do that work. Like the seventy-two, we are on a 
“mission trip” ourselves, and if we faithfully participate in our call to bring in 
the abundant harvest, we can be assured that our names will be written 
alongside theirs in heaven. 
 

“My religion is based on truth and nonviolence. Truth is my God, and 
nonviolence is the means to reach him.” –Mohandas Gandhi 

 

In Christ,  
Father Dave  

 16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE  68135  |  (402) 896-9675  |  stephen.org   

July 6, 2025 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Camren Jacob Hilkemann,  
son of Ross and Sydney 

 

 

Jake Zeplin and Rebecca Langel 
 

Our faith community wishes you 
many blessings! 

The month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood. 
The feast of the Precious Blood of our Lord was 

instituted in 1849 by Pius IX, but the devotion is as 
old as Christianity. The early Fathers say that the 
Church was born from the pierced side of Christ, 

and that the sacraments were brought forth through 
His Blood. In 96 AD, Pope Clement said: "Let us fix 

our gaze on the Blood of Christ and realize how truly 
precious It is, seeing that it was poured out for our 

salvation and brought the grace of conversion to the 
whole world." 

 
“Blood of Christ, Inebriate Me.” - From the Anima Christi 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 6/24-6/30/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $47,015 
Budget:             $44,429 
 
FYTD Actual:                                         $2,697,179 
FYTD Budget:                        $2,519,689 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR code 
or go to stephen.org/give. Offertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 
68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 We still have room for your student! We still have space in most 
classes for the 24-25 school year, including our afternoon PreK and 
Kindergarten classes! Request a tour or apply at school.stephen.org/
admissions. 

 2025-2026 Afternoon Preschool & PreK Openings: 3-Day Afternoon 
Preschool: Monday– Wednesday from 12:25—3:15 PM and 5—Day 
Afternoon PreK: Monday-Friday from 12:25-3:15 PM. Interested? Visit 
school.stephen.org/preschool to learn more! To tour our school, please 
contact our school office at 402-896-0754 

 Summer Office Hours: The School Office is open from 8:30—11:30 AM 
in June & July. You may also contact us by email at school@stephen.org 
or at 402-896-0745. Have a safe & happy summer!  

 
 

 
 

 

 Religious Education Classes will begin on Aug. 19th & 20th. Please 
register your child for classes now. Early registration helps us plan for 
the number of catechists needed and provides you with the time and 
day you prefer. Classes will start to fill up soon. For more information 
visit our registration page at stephen.org/re-registration.  

 Please consider being a Catechist/Volunteer: Many volunteer 
options are available. Want to learn more about being a catechist? 
Please give us a call or stop by to visit us. Save the Date: Our annual 
catechist meeting will be held on August 17th at 2 PM For more 
information visit our registration page at stephen.org/re-registration/. 
The office number is 402-896-5683.  

 
 
 
 

 

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, July 9th for Testimony Night in the Parish Center. . All 9th-
12th graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Snacks and 
drinks are provided. Learn more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

Email is our primary form of communication with our parishioners. Please 
scan the QR code to join our Flocknote email list to stay up to 
date with parish happenings and resources.  
 

If you have any questions about Flocknote or need to update 
your email, contact Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Interested in supporting our school while 
promoting your business? Become a 2025-2026  
St. Stephen the Martyr Corporate Sponsor! This 
year’s fundraising efforts will help underwrite the 
cost of updating classroom equipment & 
technology, contributing to the cost of instructional 
materials, and providing teacher grants throughout 
the year. Additional funds raised will be used for 
security upgrades and technology subscriptions.  
 

The deadline for sponsorships is  
July 31st. Thank you for supporting 
our Catholic school! Questions? 
Contact the Martyr Marathon team at 
martyrmarathon@gmail.com.  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
https://school.stephen.org/admissions/
school.stephen.org/preschool
stephen.org/re-registration/
https://stephen.org/give/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

 

Cards and Games Thursdays: Stop by and see what's 
happening at Cards and Games Thursdays! Join us on 
the second and fourth Thursdays of every month at 1PM 
in the Parish Center.  

 
Our group also hosts special events throughout the year to celebrate 
holidays and other fun activities together. We hope you feel welcome, and 
we look forward to seeing you soon! Email us at 
stephens.primetimers@gmail.com with questions. 

 
September 3rd-15th, 2026 

 

Join Father Dave on Maji Travel’s 
pilgrimage through Portugal, where 
pilgrims will explore Fátima and 
commemorate the religious events of 
1917 when three shepherd children 
reported several apparitions of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  
 

Also in the trip are stops at Lisbon, a 
rambling tour of the vineyards and 
charming native farms cling to the 
steep sides of the Douro River Valley. 
You’ll sail roundtrip from Porto, the 
beautiful “City of Bridges”; 

visit Regua, and marvel at Salamanca. Taste wines from 
historic wineries and soak up the genuine beauty of one of 
Europe’s most unadulterated landscapes.  
 

Learn more about this pilgrimage using the QR code.  

 

We would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to the 
generous parishioners and 

Knights of Columbus for your generous support of 
the SSM Food Pantry through the First Saturday 
drop off! 
 

To donate to the Food Pantry, drop off items to the 
Food Pantry cart in the foyer of the Parish Center 
anytime. There is also a curbside drop-off event 
every first Saturday of the month thanks to our 
Knights of Columbus. Our Food Pantry provides aid 
to area families in need.  
 

“O God, grant that whatever good things I have, I 
may share generously with those who have not, 
and whatever good things I do not have, I may 
request humbly from those who do.”  
        – St. Thomas Aquinas 

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com


Question: As Catholics, we talk a lot 
about “redemptive suffering” and 
“carrying your cross.” What does that 
mean practically in daily life? 
 
Answer: When Jesus spoke these 
words, they would have sounded quite 
intense to his hearers. “Pick up your 
cross daily and follow me.” At the time, 
Jesus hadn’t yet been crucified. A cross 
was a Roman torture instrument. “Pick 
up the thing that tortures you the most,” 
Jesus seemed to say. Unfortunately, 
most of us have no real shortage of 
these in our life. To take up the cross 
isn’t to seek out new sufferings in our 
life. It’s to accept the life we have. 
 
Of course, unjust or unhealthy 
circumstances should be rectified when 
possible. But there are always 
circumstances that remain out of our 
immediate control. It could be pain 
management, the defiance of our 
teenage child, or an unhealthy work 
environment … but you need the 
paycheck to pay the bills. In difficult 
circumstances, it can be easier to blame, 
complain, or daydream our way out of 
it. None of these are real solutions, 
since none of them accept the reality of 
the situation at hand. Those options 
only add to our suffering, since they 
damage relationships, fixate on the 
problem, or set up unrealistic 
expectations. 
 
Instead, Jesus invites us to take up our 
cross — to look at the uncomfortable 
situation square in the eyes, take a deep 
breath, and do our best to be present to 
God’s grace in the moment. To love 
those in our path. To take things one 
step at a time. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 



 

Saturday, July 5 
 8:15 AM †  Randy Figura (DB) 
 5:00 PM † Claudia Britten (MP) 
   

Sunday, July 6 
 7:30 AM † Leovigildo & Concepcion  
   Gutierrez (MP)  
 9:00 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 AM †  Rich McCormick (DB) 
  6:00 PM † Charles Hervert (DH) 
 

Monday, July 7 
 6:30 AM † Barbara Wzorek (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Mary Wilwerding (MP) 
  

Tuesday, July 8 
 6:30 AM SI The Figura Family (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Frank Schneider (MP) 

 

Wednesday, July 9 
 6:30 AM † Leonard Kruse (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Matt Kelly (MP)  
 

Thursday, July 10 
 6:30 AM  † Mary Bryl (DB) 
 8:15 AM SI Celeste Baumert (DB) 
   

Friday, July 11 
 6:30 AM  † Marie Werp (DB) 
 8:15 AM  † Kate Stork (MP) 
 

Saturday, July 12 
 8:15 AM †  Randy Figura (AS) 
 5:00 PM † Ben Mannino (DB) 
   

Sunday, July 13 
 7:30 AM † Richard Dethlefs (TBD)  
 9:00 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 AM †  James Goodhard (DB) 
  6:00 PM † Dave Wesely (TBD) 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman  
JS = Fr. John Ssonko; DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman; 
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Grace Hansen, mother of Monica Witt  
Romaine Murphy, mother of Amy Jones 
Marjorie Vandenack  
Ann Tiesi, mother of Michael & William  
Dennis Moynihan, father of Dennis, Jr.  
Ryan Huebner, son of Marty and Cheryl  
Christina Buresh, wife of Chris 
Betsy Lanphier, wife of Chris 
 

Anne Harvey, wife of Jim  
Ron Rauart 
Susan Smith, St. Stephen school teacher 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving!  Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

FUNDRAISER FOR ST. PATRICK-GRETNA SISTER PARISH IN UGANDA:  Join us for 
this year’s Fr. Ssonko Fundraiser—Invest in Hope: Educate Youth 
for Brighter Tomorrows—on Friday, July 11, at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church in Gretna, 508 W. Angus Street. This unique raise the 
paddle fundraiser raises money to support our sister parish, St. 
Mary’s in Busaabala, Uganda. Last year, our funds went to 
building a dormitory for students, and this year, the funds will 
support the students who cannot pay for room & board expenses. 
 

Visit our parish website, https://stpatricksgretna.org/father-
ssonko-fundraiser/ or stop in the St. Patrick Parish Office to get 
your tickets. If you are unable to attend, you may still donate 
through the website.  

 
 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED FOR THE VITA NOVA MATERNITY COMMUNITY: 
Vita Nova Maternity Community is seeking volunteer drivers to help transport 
residents between 4–7 PM. You can choose one or more days to serve. Volunteers 
will drive the Vita Nova vehicle. Requirements: Volunteers must be age 
26 or older and pass a background check and drug screening. If you’re 
interested, please contact Sara McVay at 402-403-5236 or email 
smcvay@vitanovamaternity.org. You can also sign up using the QR code. 
Thank you for supporting this life-changing ministry! 
 
 

FATHER SON RETREAT AT MOUNT MICHAEL: Fathers and sons are invited to a day 
of faith, fun, and fellowship at Mount Michael Benedictine School on Saturday, 
August 2nd from 9 AM–5 PM. The retreat includes talks, outdoor 
activities, prayer, and Mass — all designed to help fathers and sons 
grow together in their Catholic faith. Registration closes on July 24th. 
The Father Son Retreat is completely free of charge, with no cost to 
participants. Open to all fathers and sons. Geared towards 
middle schoolers and beyond! Scan the QR to register.  

https://stpatricksgretna.org/father-ssonko-fundraiser/
https://stpatricksgretna.org/father-ssonko-fundraiser/
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

 FIRE • WATER • STORM 
 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

WWW.ROBERTSNURSERIES.COM

•  Garden Centers
•  Landscape Design  

& Install
•  Turf Care
•  Pool Design & Install

2 Locations: 
156 & Kansas Ave. 
N. 48th St. & I-680
402-551-3654



It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

ANNE PETERSON
REALTOR®, SRES®, ABR® 

SSM PARISHIONER

308-440-4524
AnneRealtor2020@gmail.com
OmahaHomesForSale.kw.com

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 
INVENTORY

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com
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