St. Stephen the Martyr
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Encounter, Know, Proclaim

August 3, 2025

L
U

Pray & Worship

Mass Schedule

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*;
Saturday at 8:15 AM*

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM,
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (https.//www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website.
Private Prayer
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-7:30 PM
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available
24/7 via door access code: 9675*
Exposed Adoration
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the
Month from 9 AM to noon in the Worship Space

Contact Us

Parish Office:
Phone: (402) 896-9675
Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2
Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org.
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Transfiguration of the Lord: Aug. 6th

The Feast of the Transfiguration is celebrated on
August 6th, when God the Father revealed the Glory of
his Son on the mountaintop. His voice came from a
cloud saying: “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!

Lord, Teach us to listen to You and to follow wherever
You lead, knowing that Your glory is always with us.
Amen.

18™ SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
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“But God said to him, ‘You

fool, this night your life will
be demanded of you; and

the things you have
prepared, to whom will they
belong?’ Thus will it be for
all who store up treasure for
themselves but are not rich
in what matters to God.”
- Lk 12:20-21

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Pastor’s Message — From Father Dave

Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Take care to guard against
all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not
consist of possessions.”

In my 35 years as a priest, | have never seen a moving van
in a funeral procession. We all know the wise saying, “You
can't take it with you.” No matter how much we have

accumulated in our lifetime, we have to leave it all behind
when we die. This is the message that Jesus shares with us this weekend.

There is a person in the crowd who calls out to Jesus and asks Him to “tell
my brother to share the inheritance with me.” Jesus responds by telling a
story about greed. As it does in many instances today, the death of a loved
one and the division of that person’s property led to an argument and a
break in the deceased person’s family. The man in the parable that Jesus
shares is already blessed with great abundance. He plans to relax and enjoy
what he has accumulated in his life, but before he can enjoy his wealth, he
is told he will die. Clearly his money and his possessions will offer him no
comfort in death.

The problem in the story doesn't revolve around the possessions we have
accumulated but around the desire to hoard the possessions, making
wealth one's highest priority. Jesus reminds His listeners that it is wise to
“store up” the riches that come from knowing and trusting God, not the
riches that are offered by the world. For in the end, the only thing that we
will bring with us before God is an account of our lives on earth and how we
used our lives, our talents, our gifts, and our resources to serve God and
His people.

We can't take it with us, so maybe it is wise to use our money and our
possessions to make the world a better place. What are you willing to
sacrifice and to share, so that God's work of communicating His message of
love, peace, and reconciliation to the world may be accomplished through
us?

"We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give." -
Winston Churchill

In Christ,
Father Dave

/t) Congratulations, Newly Baptized!
J af’ %”@ Charles Eugene Hostert, son of Derrick and April

16701 “S”" Street, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675 | stephen.org

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.
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Reconciliation
Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM

Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are
required to attend a preparation class. Contact
the parish office for information or visit:
stephen.org/sacraments.

Matrimony
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish
office for more information.

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist
Contact the parish office to make arrangements.

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org.

Offertory & Online Giving 7/22-7/28/2025:

Actual: $42,067
Budget: $51,780
FYTD Actual: $170,002
FYTD Budget: $207,120

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30

Thank you for your generous giving! @ i

Your financial support is vital to the
well-being of our church and school.
To make a gift simply scan the QR
code or go to stephen.org/give.
Offertory envelopes may also be mailed to our
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135.
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Thinking About

The Priesthood?

Join other discerning young men in a small group led by
priests from Boys Town, St. Stephen the Martyr, St.
Vincent de Paul, and St. Wenceslaus. There will be time
for personal sharing, learning about discernment,
Q&A with priests, and prayer.

High School Discernment Group:
Meets on the 3™ Sunday of the
month from 1:30-2:45

Young Adult Discernment Group:
Meets on the 2™ Sunday of the
month from 1:30-2:45

Questions?
Contact Fr. Tobias Letak at
frtobias@stwenceslaus.org

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the generous parishioners
and Knights of Columbus for your generous support of the SSM Food Pantry
through the First Saturday drop off!

To donate to the Food Pantry, drop off items to the Food Pantry cartin the
foyer of the Parish Center anytime. There is also a curbside drop-off event
every first Saturday of the month thanks to our Knights of Columbus. Our

Food Pantry provides aid to area families in need.

“0 God, grant that whatever good things | have, | may share generously
with those who have not, and whatever good things | do not have, | may
request humbly from those who do.” - St. Thomas Aquinas

£

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

= Seeking Substitute Teachers: Did you know? You do not need to have
a teaching degree to become a substitute teacher. All college graduates
are eligible. Please contact Greg Verraneault
at g.verraneault@stephen.org to be added to our sub list or to learn
how to obtain certification.

= Save the Date for our Back to School Event! Join us Thursday, August
14th from 3—6:30 PM where you can drop off your child's school
supplies, meet their teachers, check out their classroom, and visit the
various club & activities booths in the gym. Details are posted online
at school.stephen.org/backtoschool and in the school app!

= Religious Education Classes start soon! Our first session with Parents
& Students will be on August 19th & 20th. More details were sent in
the Family Connection on August 3rd. For more information on
registration, visit our registration page at stephen.org/re-registration/.

= Please consider being a Catechist/Volunteer/Campus Dad: Want to
learn more about these volunteer opportunities? Please give us a call at
402-896-5683 or stop by the Religious Education office. Our annual
catechist meeting will be held on August 17th at 2 PM. For more
information visit stephen.org/re-registration/.

St. Stephen the Martyr
-'.“]— CATHOLIC CHURCH
Encounter, Know, Proclaim

REGISTER NOW

FOR 25-26 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

St. Stephen the Martyr Religious

Education offers a variety of

programs to teach your child as fhey
grow in faith and knowledge of God

SCAN TO

o Catechist-Led Classes REGISTER
o Catechesis of the Good Shepherd EEWE
e Parent-Led Faith Formation _u. 3
1
STEPHEN.ORG/RELIGIOUS-EDUCATION E

= Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us
Wednesday, August 6th for Bible Study & Discussion Night at St.
Wenceslaus. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every
Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn more at
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.
= Catching Fire for Middle School: 6th - 8" grade students: watch for
future events coming from Catching Fire - the
CATCHING new Middle School Ministry! We will explore
( F I R E what it means to be a young Catholic in today's
world full of all the noise and distractions that
surround us. We will offer a number of
experiences and opportunities which will allow us to learn about the
relationships we have with Jesus, with our friends and families, and
within ourselves. Catching Fire will encourage us to play an active role
in our faith formation journey under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in
our lives.
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<= Tailgale

Saturday, August 23rd
6 PM after Mass
In front of the Parish Center

Join us for a night of great food, drinks,
music, & inflatables for the kids!

MICRO SOCCER
REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN

 Micro Soccer is for SSM Parishioners, ages 3-6
* Games will start March 30th and play for 7 weeks,

every Sunday at Mission Park
* Register by 5 PM, Tuesday, March 18th

Register & more
information at:
stephen.org/sports-club

e Fees are $60 per student

MORE INFORMATION & REGISTER AT

STEPHEN.ORG/SPORTS-CLUB-CROSS-COUNTRY

CROSS COUNTRY
REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

Open to all registered parishioners in 5-8" grades.

NEW! 2" - 4" graders invited to our “Developmental

Run Club”. They will join practices and do several Fun

Runs during the season. $20 fee/student.

e Welcome students of all capacities and those
participating in other sports

e The registration deadline is 5 PM, Friday, August 19th

Sports Club

Our Parish Center & south parking lot have never
looked better! Thank you for your support as we
completed two major projects over the past few
weeks: new concrete parking lot in front of the
Parish Center and new landscaping along the
south drive/Parish Center west wall.

Landscaping Project: Thanks to the excellent
work of Dale Peterson Landscaping and the
beautiful plants provided by Heritage Nursery in
Elkhorn! Dale’s crew completed the project last
week, incorporating native pollinator plants,
ornamental grasses, and colorful shrubs that
help screen the utility box. They also added
stonework to visually connect the entrances of
the church and school. Special thanks to our
Landscape Ministry for their thoughtful review of
proposals and their continued efforts to beautify
the area and reduce mowing on the slope.

If you're interested in supporting or joining the
Landscape Ministry, please contact Steve at 402-
669-3441.

Parking Lot Project: The south parking lot in
front of the playground has brand new concrete
that will last for years to come thanks to
parishioner support and the work of AM
Contracting. We have plans for future
improvements to other portions of our aging
parking lot surfaces for safety purposes.

Thank you for your continued support as we
continue to improve our facilities!

To donate to the maintenance
Fund and support ongoing
improvements to our Parish
Facilities, please scan the QR
code.




WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:

Question: When Jesus says, “You cannot
serve both God and mammon,” what
does he mean? What is mammon?

Answer: When you hear Scripture
proclaimed each Sunday, remember it
wasn't originally written in English.
Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek — these
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J ancient tongues were the original
l ' P language of our Old and New
Testaments. Most of the time, all of the

O F THE BL ES S E D Vi RG IN MARY words are translated into our native
Ianguage. Sqmetimes, a word or two is
Join us for Mass on this Holy Day of Obligation left in the original language. Such is the
case in this Scripture passage.
Thursday, August 14th at 5:30 PM Mammon is an ancient Aramaic word
Friday, August 15th at 6:30 AM, 8:15 AM, 12:05 PM, or 5:30 PM referring to money, wealth, or profit.

Earthly wealth isn't bad in itself, nor
does it automatically exclude us from
Parish Offices are closed on Friday being a disciple of Jesus. But what
dominates our life? To serve money —
that is, to seek accumulation of wealth
for its own sake and to structure our

BECOME A MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION lives around it — is morally problematic.
at good is our wealth if it isn't at the
TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND service of others? What good is our
wealth if its pursuit leads us to
g é ‘ﬂ 7, selfishness, obsession, greed, envy, and
wa e ?7(1'/5 ) 8” 6wf comparison? There are many things that
Jﬁw can be opposed to our service of God —
power, prestige, popularity. Ultimately,
« EMHC’S NEEDED TO ADMINISTER HOLY COMMUNION something in our lives will be our

master. But there is only one God worth
TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND IN OUR COMMUNITY serving. OLPi

e BECOME AN EMHC VIA ACCESSIBLE ONLINE TRAINING

e FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT COLLEEN,
PASTORAL CARE COORDINATOR AT
C.EUSTERWIEMAN N@STEPHEN.OZOR 402.861.4538

5{-&//; W.Mﬁ ' Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in

the Blessed Sacrament.

Join the St. Stephen the Martyr Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space

h | ; . .7“’(%& m’l"a’t'? Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7.
: ¢ - oin a group of parishioners to perform spiritual The COde for access iS 9675*
s E RVE R V P - J group of p P P

cmd COI'pOTOl WOI'L(S Of mercy fhrough our

TRAINING e Funcrol Minitry. Help plan, serve or contribute IF TODAY YOU

desserts or side dishes at our funeral luncheons

(s)sT., AUG 2'°| 9 AM ; | throughout the year. HEAR HI S VO | C E -
TH e 3 Foag] ) joi
WED., AUG 6 I 6 PM ! Scan QR to learn more & join H A R D E N N OT

WORSHIP SPACE EAE

TO REGISTER: EMAIL A‘. . 1 ,_“ » * ;E' ) : o 3 YOU R H EARTS.

S.JIZBA @STEPHEN.ORG

Join our Parish Family

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to
encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to

register as a parishioner. To learn more about ways you can get involved &
grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.
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Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
For what profit comes to man from all the toil
and anxiety of heart
with which he has labored under the sun? (Eccl 2:22)

Psalm:
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. (Ps 90)

Second Reading:
If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. (Col 3:1)

Gospel:
Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for themselves
but are not rich in what matters to God.” (Lk 12:21)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Jesus warns us that at any moment we can
be called before God to face judgment. When
we are, our life will be measured not in dollars
or accomplishments, but in what matters to
God. What do we have to show for our time
spent on earth?

Observances for the week of
August 3, 2025

Sunday: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. John Vianney, Priest
Tuesday: The Dedication of the Basilica
of St. Mary Major
Wednesday: The Transfiguration of the Lord
Thursday: St. Sixtus I, Pope, and Companions,
Martyrs; St. Cajetan, Priest
Friday: St. Dominic, Priest
Saturday: St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,

Virgin and Martyr

Next Sunday: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday, Aug 2
8:15AM T Jerrene Langel (MP)
5:00 PM T Judy Klein (DB)

Sunday, Aug 3

7:30 AM S| People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
9:00 AM t James Goodhard (MP)
10:30 AM T Richard Lupardus (MP)

6:00 PM t Heloisa Fernandes (JG)

Monday, Aug 4
6:30 AM t Nellie Kurtz (MP)
8:15AM T Larry Ware (MP)

Tuesday, Aug 5
6:30 AM 1 Leonard Kruse (DB)
8:15AM t Kate Stork (MP)

Wednesday, Aug 6
6:30 AM 1 Jim & JoAnn Stachura (DB)
8:15AM t Keith Ballard (MP)

Thursday, Aug 7
6:30 AM 1t Charley Bacon, Jr. (DB)
8:15AM 1 Jane Schuyler (DB)

Friday, Aug 8
6:30 AM Tt Richard Maier (DB)
8:15AM t Nikki Madsen (DB)

Saturday, Aug 9
8:15AM T Randy Figura (GO)
5:00 PM S| People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)

Sunday, Aug 10

7:30 AM t Rich McCormick (GO)
9:00 AM t Elaine Grimes (AS)
10:30 AM T Bob Jaeck (DB)

6:00 PM t Winfred Stamp (DB)

S| = Special Intention T = Repose of the Soul
DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman
JG = Msgr. James Gilg; GO = Fr. Gary Ostrander
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change
If you'd like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org.
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You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on

behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer
request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.

Pray for deceased souls of our parish:
Linda Palensky, wife of Terry

Carl Wilfing, father of Mark

Kim Weeks, mother of Jarah Lee

Pray for those sicklinjured/healing:

Joyce Murphy, mother of Peg (Rick) Thiesen
Don Perrault, father-in-law of Gabriel Newbold
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave

Mary Risavi, cousin of Nancy Major

Doris Braun, mother of Rich Braun

Ron Rauart

Susan Smith, St. Stephen school teacher
Maurice O'Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith
Larry Comer, husband of Janie

Rod Heng, husband of Carol

Nick Skar, son of AJ. & Kim

Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy
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Join the Knights of Columbus in Honoring National Coast
Guard Day and Purple Heart Day

The Knights of Columbus invite you to join in celebrating National Coast Guard Day
on August 4th and observing Purple Heart Day on August 7th.

The U.S. Coast Guard was established on August 4,1790, when Congress, at the
request of Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, authorized the creation of
a maritime service to enforce customs laws and protect the nation's coasts.

The Purple Heart, the nation's oldest military decoration, was first established by
General George Washington on August 7, 1782, to recognize meritorious service and
bravery. Today, it honors those wounded or killed in service to our country.

Let us remember and give thanks for the courage and sacrifice of all who serve.

Celebrate the Feast Day of Venerable Father Michael
McGivney, Founder of the Knights of Columbus

Please join the Knights of Columbus Council #10160 in Celebrating the Venerable

Father McGivney Feast Day Founder of the Knights of Columbus August 13th. We will
be celebrating the Feast Day with Father McGivney Novena August 5th to 13th and a
daily prayer for the Canonization of the Venerable Servant of God Michael McGivney.

Venerable Michael McGivney Model Parish Priest, Apostle of Charity Founder of
Knights of Columbus. On March 29, 1892, the then 29-year-old assistant pastor of
Mary's Church in New Haven, Conn., gathered a group of parish men to found a lay
organization with the goal of uniting men in the Catholic Faith and protecting
families of deceased members.

Though that act, Father Michael McGivney became a central figure in the growth of
Catholicism in America and remains a model today of faith in action. His example of
charity, evangelization and empowerment of the laity continues to bear fruit and
guide Knights of Columbus around the world.

St. Stephen the Martyr Knights of Columbus — In Action:

s

Juan-Dirto

Catholic Charities - Juan Diego Center

2025 Free Throw Contest

West Omaha Family of Catholic Parishes

Immaculate Conception
13943 Dowd Drive | Boys Town, Nebraska | (531) 355-1030

Mass Times
Sun: 8a.m.,9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.; Daily: 11:40 a.m.

Confession
Tueand Thu: 11-11:30 a.m.

St. Stephen the Martyr
16701S St, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675

Mass Times
Mon - Fri; 6:30 a.m. and 8:15 a.m.; Sat; 8:15a.m. and 5 p.m.
Sun: 7:30 a.m., 9 .a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Confession
Tue: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.; Sat: 3:30 - 4:45 p.m.

or by appointment
St. Vincent de Paul
14330 Eagle Run Dr, Omaha, NE 68164 | (402) 4967988

Mass Times
Mon - Fri; 6:45a.m. and 8:15 a.m,; Sat: 8:15a.m. and 5 p.m.
Sun: 7:30 a.m,, 9 a.m., 11a.m. and 5 p.m.

Confession

Sat: 3:30-4:30 p.m.; Sun: 10:15-10:45 a.m.
anytime by appointment

St. Wenceslaus
15353 Pacific St. Omaha, NE 68154 | (402) 330-0304
Mass Times
Mon - Thu: 6:45a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Fri: 6:45a.m., 8:30 a.m.

Sat: 8:30a.m. and 5 p.m.
Sun: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon and 5:30 p.m.

Confession
Mon - Thu: 5 PM until line ends
Sat: 9 AM until line ends; 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM

anytime by appointment
+ American Knights of Annual Golf Outing
o Red Cross ¥7 Columbus Sep.tember 14at2PM
' Tiburon Golf Club

In Service to One, In Service to All.

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a 9-hole
scramble golf event at Tiburon Golf Club on Sunday,
September 14th beginning at 2 PM.

Sign up as a single, double, three or foursome

Afternoon will include Tee Box Events, Raffle and Auction Items

Blood Drive at St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church « Registration fee is $75: includes a cart, golf, and appetizers

Sponsored By: St. Stephen the Martyr Knights of Columbus
Saturday, August 16th 2025 | 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM

To schedule your appointment:
« Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767),
« Visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter:
StStephenOMA, or
* Scan the QR code to schedule an appointment.

Donors needed! Come give blood for a $15 eGift
card to choice of merchants!

Schedule Your
Appointment

Proceeds will benefit a Veteran Stand Down event, Wreaths Across
America, Project Harmony, and Landscape Ministry.

e Ifyou are interested in supporting the event or have questions Steve
Cinnamon at 402-669-3441.

Register after Masses on
Sundays from August 3rd-18th
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