
 
I’ve been hiking Camelback Mountain in Phoenix, Arizona most of 
my life. It is a vigorous forty-five minutes to the top. Near the peak, 
the end suddenly appears much further away, and steeper.  
 
At that moment, a descending hiker often offers encouragement: 
“Keep going! The peak is right there. It’s not as far as it looks. You 
can do it!” It usually works. After another five minute push, you 
summit and enjoy a glorious panorama of the Sonoran Desert in 
the Valley of the Sun. 
 
When Jesus is asked about how many people are saved, he says: 
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate” (Luke 13:24). How many? 
Strive! Focus on your journey. What does heavenly census taking 
have to do with you or me? How would it help a hiker on a 
mountain to ask the others coming down, “How many people are 
going to make it to the top?” A normal response would be 
something like: “How is that a relevant question? Carry on!” 
 
Jesus links one virtue directly to salvation: perseverance (cf. Matt 
24:13; hypomone in Greek). Strive! Endure! Keep going! The one 
absolutely necessary virtue is perseverance, to not give up on our 
journey. The mountain we struggle to climb is often our own 
weakness, failures, and sins.  
 
Persevere in prayer. Keep celebrating the sacraments. Embrace 
daily duties. With God’s grace, you are strong enough to keep going. 
Perhaps the peak is not as far away as you might fear. Keep going! 
 
 

— Father John Muir 
©LPi 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to noon in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Austin John Dethlefs, son of Blake and Nicole 
Kairi Wehrer, daughter of Christopher and Lacy 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 8/12-8/18/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $36,898 
Budget:             $51,780  
 
FYTD Actual:                                          $300,689 
FYTD Budget:                        $362,460 
 
Assumption of the Blessed $2,339.75 
Virgin Mary Collection 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. To 
make a gift simply scan the QR code or 
go to stephen.org/give. Offertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Welcome Back to School! We are so excited to have our students back 
with us last week. Please pray for our students, faculty, and staff as they 
pray, learn, and grow together this school year.   

 Spirit Wear: Our Spirit Wear, which can be worn on Martyr 
Mondays, is for sale as a fundraiser for the 8th grade trip to 
Washington D.C. The Spirit Wear shop will close August 
29th. Scan the QR code to order.  

 School Masses: School Masses have resumed at 8:15 AM in 
the Worship Space on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Please note 
that because the Worship Space becomes an extension of our school at 
this time, the Worship Space will be locked. Thank you for 
understanding!  

 
 

 

 

 Religious Education Classes started this week! New to the parish and 
have children in the public school system?  We would love to share our 
Catholic faith and traditions with them. Visit our Religious Education 
registration page at stephen.org/re-registration/.  We offer traditional 
Catechist-led classes and a Parent-led home-based program.  

 Volunteers Needed: Assistant to the Catechist is a role which requires 
no outside preparation but is vital to providing a positive and 
constructive environment in our classrooms. We still have many classes 
who would benefit with a second person in the room. Please contact 
our office if you are interested at (402) 896-5683. 

 
 

 

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, August 27th for Be Real Night in the Parish Center. All 9th-
12th graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Snacks and 
drinks are provided. Learn more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

 Catching Fire for Middle School 
Seeking Volunteers: Our Parish Middle 
School Ministry, CATCHING FIRE, will launch a 
youth group program in early 2026 and is 
looking for volunteers to join the core 
leadership team! If you are feeling the call to 

action with our Middle Schoolers, let's talk! No matter what your level of 
interest is, no matter what your skill set, no matter what your 
availability might be --- let's talk!  Please contact Mike Kennedy, 
Coordinator of Middle School Ministry at m.kennedy@stephen.org or 
(402) 861-4509.  

 NEW! Young Women’s Group for High Schoolers: “Sisters in Christ” 
will meet Monday evenings at 8 PM in the Parish Center. Find all the 
information on page  4 of this bulletin!  

 NEW! Ascension Theology of the Body Discussion Group for High 
School Students:  

Our cultural standards are different from God’s 
standards. We often rank people by what they 
have, how powerful they are, or how successful 
they are. Jesus reminds us that God will not judge 
us by the same earthly standards. When God asks 
you, “What have you done with the gifts I have 
given you?” How will you respond? 

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/






Many Bible/Book Studies are available to our parishioners as a way 
to encounter, know, and proclaim Christ. Additional opportunities 
will be announced in the coming weeks! Scan the QR code to see the 
latest information.  
 

 Seeking Truth Bible Study on Psalms: Everyone is welcome to join the 
2025-2026 season of Seeking Truth Bible Study. This year, we will study the 
Book of Psalms. The study begins August 26th and meets every Tuesday 
from 9:15-10:45 AM in the Parish Center. The study has a winter break from 
December/January. Questions? Please contact Connie at 
ccinnamon47@gmail.com.  

 The Book of Psalms Bible Study with Deacon Marty: Deacon Marty will 
be offering study on The Book of Psalms. The group will meet on 
Wednesdays starting October 22nd from 9:30-11:00 AM in the Parish 
Center. The textbooks will be the Bible and the Shepherd's Notes book on 
"Psalms".  For more information or to register, email Deacon Marty at 
mwarwick3@cox.net.   

 Women's Bible Study on 2nd Saturday Mornings: Join other women of St. 
Stephen the Martyr parish once per month as we journey together through 
“Women in the New Testament” by Little Rock Scripture Study. We will meet 
on the second Saturday of the month from 9 - 11 AM beginning Sept. 13th. 
To register and reserve your book, contact Janice Dethlefs 402-651-0153. 

 Lectio Divina: Come and learn the Lectio Divina way to pray! Lectio Divina 
means “Divine Reading”. Our women’s group invites you to learn the 
practice of scriptural reading, meditation, and prayer to promote 
communion with God and to increase the knowledge of God’s word. We 
meet the First Thursday of each month from 9:15 – 10:30 AM, beginning 
September 4th in the Parish Center. Questions? Contact Nancy 
at wiederholtnancy@hotmail.com. 

 Friday Faith & Fellowship—Friday Mornings: For the 2025/2026 year, we 
will work through a 22-week study called “Opening Your Heart” from the 
program Walking With Purpose founded by Lisa Brenninkmeyer. Share with 
us as we explore Catholicism in our day to day life. We meet Fridays from 
9:30—11 AM starting September 5th—May in the Parish Center. Questions? 
Email Christie Hinton at czhinton@mac.com.   

Cards and Games 
Thursdays: Stop by and see 
what's happening at Cards 
and Games Thursdays! Join 

us on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
every month at 1 PM in the Parish Center.  
 

Mark Your Calendars – Hillbilly Party! Get 
your hillbilly clothes out of mothballs and into 
the wash tub—we’re having a party! Thursday, 
September 11th, 6 PM in the Parish Center. 
 Happy Hour at 6 PM – enjoy a drink and 

mingle 
 Dinner & Dessert served at 7 PM 
 Cost: $20 per person 
 BYOB – and bring a few $1 bills for fun! 
RSVP by Monday, September 1st to Peg, Moe, 
Pat, or Rosemary. Cash preferred (give to any 
of us) or checks payable to Pat Miller. 
Questions call Pat at (402) 201-7945.  

 

Monthly Meeting & Fellowship September 
2nd at 7 PM in the Parish Center: You are 
welcome at our monthly meeting scheduled 
for the first Tuesday of the month in the Parish 
Center from 7-8 PM with fellowship through 9 
PM. We also host a Social Night every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 PM in the Parish 
Center. There are many other opportunities for 
service and fellowship. Please join us! To sign 
up for emails, please visit stephen.org/
councilofcatholicwomen. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to all the parishioners 
who helped set a record number of sign-ups 
and donated 57 units of blood! Your generosity 
saves lives. Let’s keep the momentum going at 
our next drive on Saturday, November 8th and 
don’t forget to bring a friend!  

mailto:ccinnamon47@gmail.com
mailto:mwarwick3@cox.net
mailto:wiederholtnancy@hotmail.com
mailto:czhinton@mac.com
https://stephen.org/bible-and-book-studies/
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more 
about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Email is our primary form of communication with our parishioners. Please scan the QR code to join our Flocknote email 
list to stay up to date with parish happenings and resources. If you have any questions about Flocknote or need to 

update your email, contact Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 



Question: What is the difference 
between a basilica and a cathedral? 
 

Answer: Basilicas are churches that are 
so titled because of their antiquity, 
dignity, historical importance, or 
significance as centers of worship. A 
cathedral is the principal church of a 
diocese, which contains the chair of the 
bishop, or “cathedra” in Latin. The chair 
is the symbol of the bishop’s teaching 
authority. ©LPi 

 
 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

 
Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 

 
Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 

The code for access is 9675*. 
 

Questions? Contact Glea at (712) 551-6293.  
 

“The greatest love story of all time is 
contained in a tiny, white host.” 

- Venerable Fulton Sheen 



 

Saturday, Aug 23 
 8:15 AM †  Jerrene Langel (DB) 
 5:00 PM † Herman Weist (MP) 
   

Sunday, Aug 24 
 7:30 AM † Claudia Britten (MP) 
 9:00 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 AM † Dave Wesely (DB) 
  6:00 PM † Marie Werp (MP) 
 

Monday, Aug 25 
 6:30 AM † Mary Estelle Ehret (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Rita Mae Hruska (MP) 
  

Tuesday, Aug 26 
 6:30 AM † Mary Azara (MP)  
 8:15 AM † Todd Monahan (DB) 
 

Wednesday, Aug 27 
 6:30 AM † Julie Clapp (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Mike Bazant (DB)  
 

Thursday, Aug 28 
 6:30 AM  † Todd Baker (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Linda Lichter (DB) 
   

Friday, Aug 29 
 6:30 AM  † Delia & Jim Roeber (MP) 
 8:15 AM  SI Dean & Jane Baumert & Family (DB) 
 

Saturday, Aug 30 
 8:15 AM †  Jerrene Langel (DB) 
 5:00 PM † Elaine Grimes (MP) 
   

Sunday, Aug 31 
 7:30 AM † Richard Lupardus (MP) 
 9:00 AM †  Yvonne Kamphaus (DB) 
10:30 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
  6:00 PM † Dennis Moore (MS) 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 

 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman  
MS = Fr. Matt Spotts 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Melissa in the parish office at m.kane@stephen.org. 

Linda Palensky, wife of Terry  
 

Anne Audas, wife of Dick  
Joyce Murphy, mother of Peg (Rick) Thiesen  
Don Perrault, father-in-law of Gabriel Newbold  
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave  
Mary Risavi, cousin of Nancy Major  
Doris Braun, mother of Rich Braun  
Ron Rauart 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Nick Skar, son of A.J. & Kim  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 

for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

 

mailto:m.kane@stephen.org
http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


 

MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT: St. Charles Borromeo (7790 S192nd Street) will be 
hosting “Two Souls United in Christ,” a two-day retreat for married couples on Friday 
and Saturday, September 12th & 13th. Join Peter and Theresa Martin from the 
Diocese of Winona-Rochester, Minnesota, as they share Pope St. John Paul II’s Rule for 
Marriage. The retreat promises to help couples deepen their spiritual 
union with each other and with Christ. Space is limited, so register 
soon!  (Register by August 15th to qualify for the early bird discount.)  Scan 
the QR code for more information and to register. Visit wojtylaci.com to 
learn more about the Martin’s mission to spread the good news about 
JPII’s Rule for Marriage.  
 

OMAHA ARCHDIOCEAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 101st CONVENTION: 
Monday, Sept. 15, 2025. Msgr. Cyril Werner Activity Center, 502 S. Broadway, 
Hartington, NE 68739. Guest Speaker: Juli Burney, native of Hartington and Cedar 
Catholic Graduate who has spoken all over the US with her comedy and motivation 
speaking. Register Online: oaccw.org/home/meetings. 
 

JUBILEE YEAR ECO PILGRIMAGE CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF POPE 
FRANCIS’ LETTER, LAUDATO SI: We are excited to announce an ECO Pilgrimage 
planned for Saturday, Sept. 20th at 1:30 PM on the College of Saint Mary Campus. This 
pilgrimage is an opportunity to deepen our faith through a program of 
spiritual nourishment and action focused on protecting and caring for all of 
creation as part of the Jubilee Year Pilgrims of Hope for Creation initiative. 
All are welcome! Register at https://bit.ly/3JdtGJl or by using the QR code. If 
you have questions, contact Mike Poulin at mpoulin@sistersofmercy.org  

https://oaccw.org/home/meetings
https://bit.ly/3JdtGJl
mailto:mpoulin@sistersofmercy.org
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 
	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 
Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  
Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

WWW.ROBERTSNURSERIES.COM

•  Garden Centers
•  Landscape Design  

& Install
•  Turf Care
•  Pool Design & Install

2 Locations: 
156 & Kansas Ave. 
N. 48th St. & I-680
402-551-3654

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Kjirsten Finnegan

 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2659

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

   

 

     
     

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

   

 

     
     

          

  
 

     
     

          

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

     
     

          

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

Don’t wait to 
Make an impact.

Transform lives. Strengthen our Church.

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 
INVENTORY

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com


