
 

ɈWhen you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you 
be because of their inability to repay you. For you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.ɉ 
 

ϥn our Gospel reading for this weekendɅs liturgy, we 
hear Jesus continue to teach as he makes his way to 
Jerusalem, where he will die on the cross. He was 
invited to a meal at an important personɅs home, and 
he noticed that there were some people who were pushing their way to be 
seated at places of honor around the banquet table. Jesus tells them that 
they should take the lowest place at the table, so that the host will see the 
personɅs humility and invite them to a higher position. Jesus goes on to 
teach that when a person hosts a lunch or dinner, they shouldnɅt invite 
friends or relatives or those who have the means to return the favor. 
ϥnstead, they should invite Ɉthe poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.ɉ Even 
though these people cannot repay the host, he will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the dead. 
 

Jesus is teaching us today that the virtues of humility and generosity go 
hand in hand. ϥt challenges each of us who have been blessed with so much 
to consider how well we reach out to those who are struggling with life. 
Generosity and gift-giving take on new signiɲcance if we share who we are 
and what we have with people who do not have the means to return our 
gifts and favors. Only by acting with a spirit of humility and generosity can 
we hope to be given a place of honor at the heavenly banquet. 
 

We must remember that there is more to life than the days we spend on 
earth. We have eternity waiting ahead of us, and it is up to us whether or 
not we will spend eternity around the banquet table of heaven. ϥt is only in 
our desire to love God and generously serve his peopleɁespecially the 
poorɁthat we will know the fullness of life and joy in the kingdom to come. 
 

ɈHumility is not thinking less of yourself, it's thinking of yourself less.ɉ  
ɀC. S. Lewis 

 
ϥn Christ,  

Father Dave  
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Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AMɀ7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on ɲrst Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Parish Oʛce: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Oʛce Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

StaϜ Contact ϥnfo: stephen.org/staϜ 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

 
Ý Join us for 8:15 AM Mass on Monday, 
September 1st. 

Ý There will be no 6:30 AM Mass.  
Ý Parish Oʛces will be closed.  
 
"Work is digniɲed and an intrinsic good, and 
workers must always be respected and valued.ɉ 

~ St. John Paul the Great 
from his Encyclical ɄOn Human WorkɅ 

 
 

Madison Krull & ϥsaac Heimes  
 

Our faith community wishes you many blessings! 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
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http://stephen.org/staff/
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Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish oʛce for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
oʛce for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish oʛce to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian ϥnitiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

 
 

OϜertory & Online Giving 8/19 - 8/25/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $49,914 
Budget:             $51,780  
 
FYTD Actual:                                          $351,653 
FYTD Budget:                        $414,240 
 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1ɁJune 30 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your ɲnancial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. To 
make a gift simply scan the QR code or 
go to stephen.org/give. OϜertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
oʛce: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

Ý School Masses: School Masses have resumed at 8:15 AM in the 
Worship Space on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Please note that 
because the Worship Space becomes an extension of our school at this 
time, the Worship Space will be locked. Thank you for understanding.  

Ý Curriculum Night: School families may join us Tuesday, Sept. 4th for our 
annual Curriculum Night. Plan to attend one of the many presentations 
available  throughout the evening. Visit school.stephen.org for all the 
details!  

Ý We still have room for your student! We still have space in most 
classes for the 25-26 school year, including our PreK and Kindergarten 
classes! Request a tour or apply at school.stephen.org/admissions.  

 
 
 

 

Ý No Religious Education Classes September 2nd & 3rd: Classes will 
resume the following week on September 9th & 10th.  

Ý New to the parish and have children in the public school 
system?  We would love to share our Catholic faith and traditions with 
them. Visit our Religious Education registration page at stephen.org/re-
registration/.  We oϜer traditional Catechist-led classes and a Parent-led 
home-based program.  

Ý Do You Have One Hour A Week Free? Assistant to the Catechist is a 
volunteer role which requires no outside preparation but is vital to 
providing a positive and constructive environment in our classrooms. 
We still have many classes who would beneɲt with a second person in 
the room. Please contact our oʛce if you are interested at (402) 896-
5683. 

 

 

Ý Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, September 3rd for Scripture Study Night at St. Wenceslaus. 
All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Snacks 
and drinks are provided. Learn more at stephen.org/witness-
Wednesdays.  

Ý Catching Fire for Middle School Seeking Volunteers: Our Parish 
Middle School Ministry, CATCHϥNG FϥRE, will 
launch a youth group program in early 2026 
and is looking for volunteers to join the core 
leadership team! ϥf you are feeling the call to 
action with our Middle Schoolers, let's talk! 

No matter what your level of interest is, no matter what your skill set, 
no matter what your availability might be --- let's talk!  Please contact 
Mike Kennedy, Coordinator of Middle School Ministry 
at m.kennedy@stephen.org or (402) 861-4509.  

Ý NEW! Young WomenɅs Group for High Schoolers: ɈSisters in Christɉ 
will meet Monday evenings at 8 PM in the Parish Center. Want to learn 
more? Refer to the graphic on the left for details and registration.  

Ý NEW! Ascension Theology of the Body Discussion Group for High 
School Students:  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/


Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more 
about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: Does chewing gum break the 
fast before Communion? 
 

Answer: ϥf you look in Canon Law or in 
the Catechism, there is no mention of 
chewing gum. ϥ guess it does not rate 
the attention of the universal church! 
The Church requires us to fast for one 
hour before we receive the Eucharist. 
Basically, we are to refrain from food 
and drink, not including water or 
medicine. There are also exceptions for 
people who are ill. Overall, the fast is 
intended for us to prepare ourselves to 
receive the Eucharist and in some small 
way to literally as well as spiritually 
hunger for what we are about to 
receive. Chewing gum, while not really 
food, does at least break the spirit of the 
fast. Besides that, it is a distraction and 
rude. What do you do with the gum 
when it is time to receive Communion? 
People have actually come to the altar 
chewing away, oblivious to what they 
were doing or Who they were receiving. 
At best, it is distracting and irreverent. 
At worst, it adds a barrier to giving our 
best to receiving God's best. ©LPi 

 
 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

 
Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 

 
Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 
Questions? Contact Glea at (712) 551-6293Φ  

 
ɈThe greatest love story of all time is 
contained in a tiny, white host.ɉ 
~ Venerable Fulton Sheen 


