
Pastor’s Message —  From Father Dave 

“The tax collector stood off at a distance and would not 
even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and 
prayed, 'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.' I tell you, the 
latter went home justified, not the former; for whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted." 
 

Jesus delivered today’s parable to “some people who prided themselves on 
being virtuous and despised everyone else.” Although the parable is very 
brief, its message strikes home. The portrait that is painted of the Pharisee 
is that he does no wrong. He is holy and faithful to the teachings of the 
Jewish faith. His only mistake is that he judges the tax collector: “Thank you, 
God that I am not greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or even like this tax 
collector.”  
 

The tax collector’s position for prayer, bowed and beating his breast, is 
unusual. He has no great virtues and no religious success story to thank 
God for. He can only ask for God’s mercy as he recognizes his sins. Jesus 
comments that this is the one who “went home justified.” This is so because 
the tax collector is honest with himself and God, while the Pharisee has not 
really looked into his own heart. 
 

The truth of the parable is that we are all sinners. There is no one who does 
not need to kneel humbly before God and ask for His love and mercy. There 
is no one like the Pharisee. Who could truthfully claim all of the successes 
that the Pharisee confesses to? There are only people who think they are 
good, and they are the unfortunate ones in the eyes of God. It’s sad to think 
that the Pharisee is needy because he thinks that he has it all. In such a self-
righteous attitude toward life, there is no need for a God who fills our 
emptiness. It is only when we recognize our shallowness and superficiality 
that we can be filled with the graces and goodness of God. 
 

“Do you wish to rise? Begin by descending. You plan a tower that will 
pierce the clouds? Lay first the foundation of humility.” – Saint Augustine 

 

In Christ,  
Father Dave 
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October 26, 2025 

Pray & Worship  
Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Contact Us  
Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Congratulations, Newly Baptized! 
 

Richard Walter Schnoor, son of John & Kelsey 
Scarlett June Lindhorst, daughter of Braxton & Martha 
Cassian David Christoffersen, son of Thomas & Payton 

Congratulations, Newly Married! 
 

Cassidy Layne Brechbill & Jack Evan O'Neil  
 

Our faith community wishes you many blessings! 

All Saints & All Souls Day  
 

Please join us for 8:15 AM Mass on Saturday, 
November 1st to celebrate the Solemnity of All 

Saints. In 2025, this day is not a  
Holy Day of Obligation.  

 
 
 
 

All Souls Day Memorial Cross Mass 
Monday, November 3rd at 7 PM 

 

All You Holy Men and Women, Pray for Us!  

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


Sacraments 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

School News 
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Now Hiring Kidzone Staff: Work in our before & after school childcare 
program. Shifts are Mon. - Fri., 3:30-6 PM. This is a great job for high 
school students! Contact Cheryl at c.connolly@stephen.org to apply.  

 School Advisory Board Seeking News Members: We are currently 
seeking new members to join our School Advisory Board. This volunteer 
board plays a vital role in providing strategic insight and supporting 
initiatives that align with our school’s catholic mission. If you’re 
interested in sharing your time, talents, and perspective, visit 
school.stephen.org/school-advisory-board/ to apply! 

 
 
 

Religious Education  

 Cookie Dough Fundraiser: Religious Education students are selling 
frozen cookie dough from The Cookie Company throughout the month 
of October to help raise money to cover the cost of new 
curriculum, catechist enrichment and appreciation, and Tuition 
Assistance. Orders can be taken from a Rel. Ed. student, 
purchased online at our website or scanning the QR code.  

 Confirmation Students: By now you should have submitted 
your Sponsor’s information, and your saint choice is due by November 
15th. Please go to the sacrament-prep page for more information and 
forms at https://stephen.org/sacrament-prep/.  

 First Communion Families: Continue to work on the Family Packet. 
The Family Checklist page is due by December 3rd. First Reconciliations 
are scheduled for December 1st & 2nd at 7 PM in the Worship Space.  

 
 

Youth Ministry  

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, October 29th from 8-9:30 PM for a social gathering at St. 
Wenceslaus. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every 
Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn more at 
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

Second Collection Supporting the 
Respect Life Diaper Drive  
This weekend there is a second collection 
supporting the Stuff the Bus Respect Life Diaper 
Drive sponsored by the Council of Catholic Women.  
 

Funds from this collection will be used to purchase 
diapers that will be donated to EPS, Bethlehem 
House, Mater Filius, Catholic Charities, and Christ 
Child Institute.  
 

These organizations provide diapers 
to their clients free of charge.  This is 
the first step in supporting local 
women and families. Place your 
donation in the Offertory Basket or 
scan the QR code. 

Financial Stewardship 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 10/7-10/13/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $47,893 
Budget:             $51,780 
 
FYTD Actual:                                          $707,537 
FYTD Budget:                                      $784,098 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 10/14-10/20/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $87,836 
Budget:             $51,780  
 
FYTD Actual:                                          $795,373  
FYTD Budget:                                      $835,878  
 
World Mission Sunday:   $2,872 
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR code 
or go to stephen.org/give. Offertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/


Join our Parish Family  

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church  is a community for all people to  encounter 
Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.  

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would 
like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about ways you can 

get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at 
a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

New Play Group for Moms with Young Children 
 

Mothers with young children (preschool age or younger) are invited to join our 
Monday Play Group. We’ll meet at local parks when the weather is nice and 
rotate to homes or indoor locations during the colder months. Come as you’re 
able—no weekly commitment required. For more information and for 
upcoming dates/locations, contact Lizzy Osterloh at lizzymarie6@outlook.com.  

Join the PrimeTimers 
All Souls Day Meeting: Join us 
Monday, November 3rd. We will 

attend the 8:15 AM Mass, then gather in the GPC 
for coffee, donuts, and a guest speaker as we 
remember and pray for our deceased and current 
members.  

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: Why do we kneel at Mass?  
 

Answer: Since the beginnings of the 
Church, kneeling has been a key posture 
of prayer. We see Sts. Peter and Paul in 
the Acts of the Apostles kneeling in 
prayer. Early in the 4th century, the 
Council of Nicea prohibited kneeling on 
Sundays and special feasts. Kneeling 
began more as a posture of penance for 
our sins, but in the history of the 
Church, it has become more a posture 
or reverence and solemn prayer. 
 

You will notice that the times we kneel 
at Mass are tied to the consecration of 
the holy Eucharist. We kneel in both 
anticipation of what will occur and then 
in awe of what has taken place: Jesus 
Christ becomes truly present to us 
under the guise of bread and wine. The 
profoundness of this event has over 
time led the Church to mandate in the 
current General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal that kneeling is the only 
posture allowed during this time. The 
sheer awesomeness of the holy 
Eucharist leads us to fall to our knees in 
wonder and thanksgiving. ©LPi 

 
Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please 
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com 

(712) 551-6293. 

Honoring Our Heroes  

The St. Stephen’s Knights of 
Columbus 4th Degree will be 
recognizing parishioners and 
their families who have served or 

are currently serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces or as First Responders. The Knights 
will collect each service member’s name 
and dates of service at Masses on Nov. 
1st & 2nd. These heroes will be honored 
with a “Field of Flags” displayed at St. 
Stephen the Martyr from Nov. 8–11th in 
celebration of Veterans Day. All 
parishioners are also invited to join the 
Knights for a Rosary devotion prior to the 
8:15 AM Mass on Sat., Nov. 8th, as we 
salute our veterans and express our 
gratitude for their service. 
 

“No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.”  
   ~John 15:13 



Weekly Prayer 

 
 
 
 

How can we pray for YOU?  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, Oct 25 
 8:15 AM SI Forrest Rampsey (MP)  
 5:00 PM †  Bob Jaeck (DB) 
   

Sunday, Oct 26 
 7:30 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 9:00 AM †  Jerry Muhlbauer (MP) 
10:30 AM †  Charles Harmon (MP) 
  6:00 PM †  Marie Werp (MS) 
 

Monday, Oct 27 
6:30 AM SI Wakeman Family (MP) 
8:15 AM † Ann Tiesi (MP) 
  

Tuesday, Oct 28 
 6:30 AM † Charley Bacon, Sr. (MP) 
 8:15 AM SI Wiederholt Family (DB) 
 

Wednesday, Oct 29 
 6:30 AM † Britton DeWeese (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Hazel Rupp (DB) 
  

Thursday, Oct 30 
 6:30 AM SI The Spargo Family (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Linda Lichter (DB) 
   

Friday, Oct 31 
 6:30 AM † Karen Liessner (MP) 
 8:15 AM  † Mary Azara (DB) 
 

Saturday, Nov 1 
 8:15 AM † Randy Figura (DB)  
 5:00 PM †  Don Wingert (MP) 
   

Sunday, Nov 2 
 7:30 AM †   All the Faithful Departed (MP) 
 9:00 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 AM SI  Intentions of Pope Leo XIV (DB) 
  6:00 PM †  Bernie Trausch (MP) 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman;  
MS = Fr. Matt Spotts 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Erika in the parish office at e.riforgiate@stephen.org. 

Pray for deceased souls of our parish: 
Florence Moseke, mother of Christina  
Myron Ondracek, father of Mary Lea 
Richard Lupardus, father of Cindy 
Jerald Stovie, father of Mark 
John Legel, husband of Lisa 
Randy Hassler, husband of Anne 
 

Pray for those sick/injured/healing: 
Jim Kjosa, husband of Jan 
Allen Cole, father of Amy Jones 
Tim Rourke, husband of Staci; father of Bridget 
and Pierce  
Christine O'Malley  
Dot Schaecher  
Fr. Jim Tiegs, former pastor of SSM 
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo  
Joyce Murphy, mother of Peg (Rick) Thiesen  
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave  
Ron Rauart 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


Special Events from the Council of Catholic Women  
Monthly Meeting & Fellowship November 4th at 7 PM in the Parish Center: You 
are welcome at our monthly meeting scheduled for the first Tuesday of the month in 
the Parish Center from 7-8 PM with fellowship through 9 PM. We also host a Social 
Night every third Thursday of the month at 7 PM in the Parish Center. There are many 
other opportunities for service and fellowship. Please join us! To sign up for emails, 
please visit stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen. 
 

Scholarships to attend SEEK 2026 for college students: The CCW will be offering 
four $450 scholarships for college students to attend the SEEK Conference next year. 
These scholarships are available to any college age St. Stephen the Martyr 
parishioners. For more information on the conference, visit seek.focus.org. Please 
contact Stacia Kennedy staciakennedy@yahoo.com for more information or to apply. 
Application deadline is November 1st. 

KOC Pro -Life Art & Essay Contest Winners Announced! 
Congratulations to the State Winners of our KOC 
Pro-Life Essay Contest and Art Contest! We have 
two first place winners from our school this year!   
 

Eva Guthmann-Leany – First Place State Winner 
- Nebraska KOC – 2025 Culture of Life Art 
Contest. 
 

Sarah Fernandes – First Place – 7th Grade 
Division Winner – Archdiocese of Omaha Respect 
Life Apostolate – 2025 Pro Life Essay Contest. 
 

We are so proud of the respect for life our young 
people have. May God continue to bless our 
community with loving and generous young 
people!  Visit stephen.org for more info.  

https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  

at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities

10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

W
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558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 

4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 

	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only 

Custom Bra 

Boutique

Kelly Rocha 
Owner 

Parishioner  

Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 
(402) 990-5008

Located right behind Cabela’s

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 

Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish, Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides the most
accurate liturgy data in the U.S., and
we are grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org

Steve Orsi

Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 

	 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt

402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

WWW.ROBERTSNURSERIES.COM

•  Garden Centers
•  Landscape Design  

& Install
•  Turf Care
•  Pool Design & Install

2 Locations: 

156 & Kansas Ave. 

N. 48th St. & I-680

402-551-3654
6460 South 84th Street

402.339.1226
Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 

(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:

Infants, Children & Young Adults
Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135

402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.

www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC
Field Agent

531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 

& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  

& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Local Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  

402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner

402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 

INVENTORY

402-706-1483

BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 

School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 
Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning | Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

402-LAW-FIRM | https://mlnariklaw.com/omaha/

Create or donate to a fund that supports your 

parish, school or ministry year after year.

Start yours today!
catholicfuturene.org

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Karen Kaalberg

 
kkaalberg@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2142


