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“Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his mercy endures forever!” - Psalm 107:1

Dear Saint Stephen the Martyr parishioners,

As we have been preparing this Annual Report, | have been filled with gratitude for the
many ways that you support the mission of our parish and are the living witnesses of the
Gospel in your homes, neighborhoods, and community. This past year, we have seen
God's handiwork in every part of our parish. It's wonderful to have the church filling up
again on Sundays, having so many people come forward who are asking for the
Sacraments of the Church, people participating in Bible studies and prayer groups, and
stepping up to be a part of a number of opportunities to serve our community. God's love &
is certainly being revealed in the gift of human love!

The numbers, charts, and photos of this report only tell a small part of our story. The true impact of our
mission is shown in the many compassionate conversations, prayers offered for so many intentions, acts of
kindness and generosity, and the personal faith journeys we have celebrated. As you take time to review this
report, please offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the many ways that God is working in our families and
community. We have many reasons to give thanks!

Looking ahead, we are excited to implement a three-year Strategic Plan that will focus on the pastoral needs
of our community and the facilities that we're outgrowing. We will place an emphasis on being more
intentional about living our sacred obligation to be people of welcome and hospitality. | ask you to join in
prayer and consider being a part of the work of our parish. Your participation strengthens our community!
Thank you for your trust, generous service, and commitment to this family of faith. Let us always be confident
that God will do more than we can ever ask for or imagine. May God continue to help us grow in faith, hope,
and love!

In Christ,

Cou. Monsio ¥ ot

Rev. David D. Belt, Pastor

Encounter Christ Know Christ Proclaim Christ
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St. Stephen Numbers At A Glance

Fiscal Year July 1, 2024—Jjune 30, 2025
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Households Parishioners
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First Holy
Communions Confirmations
RE, School & Adults Joined
RCIA Volunteers Through OCIA Marriages Funerals

RE Students

First

Reconciliations
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2024-2025 Development Year in Review

Gross proceeds raised through the following activities:

Martyr Marathon: $145,765.46
Trivia Night: $15,557.70
Dinner & Auction: $277,474.60

Joy of Giving: $2,598.90
Offertory Giving: $2,836,560 @

2025-2026 Development Goals

_ Below are dates and fundraising goals for the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year:

Martyr Marathon (Sept. 19): $100,000

Trivia Night (Nov. 15): $10,000

Dinner & Auction (Feb. 14): $250,000

Nebraska Catholic Day of Giving (2026 Date TBA): $10,000
Offertory Giving (25-26 Fiscal Year):

Increase offertory giving 10% annually, per parishioner/parish family
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YOUR STEWARDSHIP AT WORK

LIVING OUR MISSION

24-25 FISCAL YEAR UPDATES

Over the past fiscal year, we have made meaningful strides in strengthening both our parish and school
communities—through updates to our facilities and new ways of welcoming and engaging those we serve. While
the list below is not exhaustive, it highlights the initiatives from this past year that have had the greatest impact
on the spiritual, educational, and communal life of our parish and school family.

These improvements are made possible through the generous stewardship of our parish family—not only
through financial support, but also through the gift of time and the sharing of talents. Your faithful response to
God's call to stewardship continues to strengthen our mission and witness as a Catholic community.

2025 Growth Highlights

Parish Tailgates brought families together for fun,
faith, and connection.

In February, Father Dave led a powerful seminar
that inspired parishioners to cultivate a deeper
interior life.

We welcomed a new Middle School Minister &
Confirmation Coordinator who engages our
young people in their Catholic faith.

We launched the Reach One More initiative,
equipping parishioners with strong formation in
spiritual leadership.

Our new Strategic Plan opened fresh
opportunities for spiritual leadership across the
parish. This plan will launch us forward in growth
for the next three years.

Upgrades to the south parking lot and patching in
key areas boosted safety for parishioners and
students.

Beautiful new landscaping on the west side of the
Parish Center, along with flagstone and fresh
plantings at the school entrance, enhanced the
beauty and contemplative atmosphere of our
campus.

Fresh paint and new flooring in the gym office,
maintenance office, and several classrooms
created a safe, revitalized environment for
students and teachers.
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