
PastorΩs Message τ From Father Dave 

 

ɈDo you not know that you are the temple of God, and that 
the Spirit of God dwells in you? ϥf anyone destroys GodɅs 
temple, God will destroy that person; for the temple of 
God, which you are, is holy.ɉ ɀ 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica. ϥt is 
very rare for us to celebrate the dedication of a place. Usually our feast 
days are centered on the life of an individual or group of individuals. 
 

The Lateran Basilica is the cathedral church of Rome. ϥt is built on land that 
was given by the Laterani family to Constantine, who in turn presented it to 
the leadership of the Church of Rome. On November 9, 324, it was 
dedicated by Pope Sylvester ϥ. From this time until the early 14th century, it 
was the home of the popes. Eventually the Bishop of Rome (the pope) 
moved his headquarters outside of the city limits to the Vatican Hill. 
 

The Basilica of St. John Lateran continues to be a monument to the stability 
and unity of the Catholic Church. Even though the building itself has been 
attacked, burned and destroyed many times, it still stands as a symbol of 
the strong faith of GodɅs people. On this Feast of the Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica, let us remember that we are not Catholics because we go 
to a particular church building once a week. We are Catholic because we are 
united as the Body of Christ, even in our diversity. We go to church, not to 
get holy, but because we are holy, created in the image and likeness of God. 
Today as we gather in a church building, we celebrate that we are the 
Church, formed as the Body of Christ, given as nourishment to the world. 
 

ɈThe church is not a ɲnished, solidly built and furnished house, in which all 
that changes is the successive generations who live in it. The church is a 
living reality which has had a history of its own and still has one.ɉ   
-Father Karl Rahner, SJ 
 

ϥn Christ,  
Father Dave 
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Pray & Worship 
Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AMɀ7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on ɲrst Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Contact Us 
Parish Oʛce: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext 2 
  Oʛce Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

StaϜ Contact ϥnfo: stephen.org/staϜ 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Honoring Our Heroes on VeteranΩs Day 

The Knights of Columbus 4th Degree will be 
recognizing parishioners and their families who have 
served or are currently serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces or as First Responders. These heroes will be 
honored with a ɈField of Flagsɉ displayed from 
November 8th ɀ11th in celebration of Veterans Day.  
 

Prayer for Veterans 
Heavenly Father, We pray in gratitude for all of those who 
have defended peace, virtue, and justice with honor. We 
pray especially for those who have suϜered in mind and 
body from the ravages of war. Let Your Kingdom come! 
May Your peace that surpasses all understanding reign in 
our hearts and in our world. Amen.  
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Sacraments 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish oʛce for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
oʛce for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish oʛce to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian ϥnitiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

School News 
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

Ý Veterans Day Assembly: We will gather to honor Veterans in 
our school family. School family members who have served or 
are serving are invited to attend and be honored. A reception 
will follow. Scan the QR code to RSVP. Thank you for your 
service!  

Ý School Advisory Board Seeking News Members: We are currently 
seeking new members to join our School Advisory Board. This volunteer 
board plays a vital role in providing strategic insight and supporting 
initiatives that align with our schoolɅs catholic mission. ϥf youɅre 
interested in sharing your time, talents, and perspective, visit 
school.stephen.org to apply!  

 
 
 
 

Religious Education  
Ý Cookie Dough Updates: Thank you to all who helped support our 
cookie dough fundraiser! We sold over 420 tubs of cookie dough, 
raising approximately $3,400 for the Religious Education 
Department. Congratulations to our top sellers, Thor Murriel (Grade 2) 
who sold 27 tubs and Nola Havranek (Grade 1) who sold 23 tubs!  

Ý First Communion Families: Continue to work on the Family Packet. 
The Family Checklist page is due by December 3rd. First Reconciliations 
are scheduled for December 1st & 2nd at 7 PM in the Worship Space.  

Ý No Rel Ed. the week of Thanksgiving: November 25th & 26th. 
 
 
 

Youth Ministry 

Ý Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, November 12th from 8-9:30 PM for Testimony Night in the 
Parish Center. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every 
Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn more at 
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

Ý Catching Fire Organization Meeting: Join us Monday, November 10th 
from 6-7:30 PM in the Parish Center. The Leadership 
Team for the Middle School Youth Group (launching this 
winter) is looking for additional individuals who feel 
called to serve. There are many ways to get involved in 

this exciting ministry that helps middle school students grow in their 
faithɁand have fun while doing it! ϥf youɅre interested, please contact 
Mike Kennedy at m.kennedy@stephen.org for more information or to 
discuss how your gifts might ɲt our needs.  

Sign up to receive our weekly Parish News emails & more!  
Email is our primary form of communication with our parishioners. Please scan the QR code to join our Flocknote email list 
to stay up to date with parish happenings and resources. ϥf you have any questions about Flocknote or need to update 

your email, contact Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

άDo you not know that you are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwells within you?έ   

~ 1 Corinthians 3:16 
  
 

Simply remembering that we are Ɉtemples of the Holy Spiritɉ should make 
our daily decision making relatively easy. ϥf we truly want to imitate Jesus, 
then our words and actions should reɳect the love, mercy, and forgiveness 
that ɳow from His Sacred Heart. Try it for one week. Try to remember that 
we temples of the Holy Spirit and see how it aϜects the way that you live.   
  

#stewardshipreflection

 
 

Congratulations, Newly Baptized! 
 

Mason Alexander Cushman, son of Todd & Amber  

Financial Stewardship 

 
 

OϜertory & Online Giving 10/28-11/3/2025: 
 
 

Actual:                    $43,064 
Budget:             $52,520 
 
FYTD Actual:                                          $902,558 
FYTD Budget:                                      $940,177 
 
   
 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1ɁJune 30 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your ɲnancial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
OϜertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our oʛce: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135. 

Stewardship Best Practices from 
Archdiocese of Omaha  
 

Make your giving a priority, not an occasional 
activity or last-minute decision. Consider giving a 
percentage of your income. ϥn GodɅs economy, the 
percentage of the gift is far more important than 
the amount (see Mark 12:43).  
 
1. Receive GodɅs gifts with gratitude and return 
them with increase. 
 

2. Create and maintain a household budget. 
 

3. Prayerfully plan your giving annually 
 
To honor God, we are to give from our substance. 
Progressively increase your gifts of prayer, 
participation and generosity. 
 
You can ɲnd Catholic Giving Guides in the ϥnfo 
Kiosk in the southeast corner of the Gathering 
Space. Learn more at archomaha.org.   

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
November 12th at 9:15 AM 
 

 
Gather, pray and make Prayer Shawls/Blankets to 
be given to persons experiencing crisis in their life. 
The group meets the second Wednesday of each 
month from 9:15 to 11 AM in the Parish Center.   
 
Questions? Contact: Kathy Stodola at (402) 981-
1592. ϥf you would like to help but canɅt knit, tie or 
crochetɁthis group is seeking donations of yarn, 
ɳeece, or gift cards from Hobby Lobby. Donations 
can be dropped oϜ to Colleen in the Parish 
Center. 

Glitz & Glimmer Christmas Gala 
Join the Primetimers (55+) for an evening of sparkle and 
celebration at our Glitz & Glimmer Christmas Gala on Thursday, 
Dec. 11th, in the Parish Center. The evening begins with Happy 
Hour at 6 PM, followed by dinner at 7 PM. 
 
An entrée and dessert will be provided; please bring a side dish 
to share. This event is B.Y.O.B., and the cost is $15 per person. 
We also suggest bringing a few one-dollar bills for some 
lighthearted fun throughout the evening. ϥn the spirit of the 
season, weɅll be donning our festive bestɁfeel free to add a 
little sparkle to your attire! Please RSVP by Monday, Dec. 1st, to 
Peg, Moe, Pat, or Rosemary. Cash is preferred and may be given 
to any of them, or checks can be made payable to Pat Miller. 



Question: Can Catholics be cremated? 
 

Answer: As the practice of cremation 
becomes more and more common, itɅs 
important to know what the Church 
asks of families who have chosen this 
for a loved one who has died. 
 

As the US Bishops observe on their 
website, Ɉϥdeally, if a family chooses 
cremation, the cremation would take 
place some time after the Funeral Mass, 
so that there can be an opportunity for 
the Vigil for the Deceased in the 
presence of the body.ɉ However, if 
cremation takes places before the 
Funeral Mass, the cremated remains 
can be present at the Funeral Mass and 
the appendix to the Order of Christian 
Funerals provides adaptations for the 
texts and rituals that are part of the 
Funeral Mass and the Committal. 
 

The primary concern is that the 
cremated remains should be treated 
with the same respect given to any 
human remains. The Order of Christian 
Funerals instructs, ɈThis includes the use 
of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, 
the manner in which they are carried, 
and the care and attention to 
appropriate placement and transport, 
and the ɲnal disposition. The cremated 
remains should be buried in a grave or 
entombed in a mausoleum or 
columbarium. The practice of scattering 
cremated remains on the sea, from the 
air, or on the ground, or keeping 
cremated remains on the home of a 
relative or friend of the deceased are 
not the reverent disposition that the 
Church requiresɉ (no. 417). 
 

ϥt is becoming more and more common 
for parishes or diocese-sponsored 
cemeteries to include columbaria to 
house cremated remains in a way that 
respects Church teaching, allowing 
family and friends the opportunity to 
honor the remains of the one they have 
lost with dignity, reverence, and care. 
©LPi 

 
Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please 
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com 

(712) 551-6293. 

Book of Remembrance 
Remember your loved  
ones this November 

 
The month of November is the 

traditional month in our Liturgical Year 
to remember the faithful departed in a 
special way. During the month of 
November, a Book of Remembrance 
will be placed on the welcome table in 

the Gathering Space.  
 

We invite parishioners to inscribe 
the names of their loved ones in the 
Book of Remembrance as a reminder 
to us of the importance of our 
prayers for these Holy Souls 
throughout the year. 



Weekly Prayer 

 
 
 
 

How can we pray for YOU? 
You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer 
request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, Nov 8 
 8:15 AM ɋ Randy Figura (DB)  
 5:00 PM Sϥ  Marty Elwer (MP) 
   

Sunday, Nov 9 
 7:30 AM ɋ   Beatriz Gutierrez Puentes (DB) 
 9:00 AM Sϥ  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 AM ɋ  Michael Liebentript (MP) 
  6:00 PM ɋ  Marie Werp (AS) 
 

Monday, Nov 10  
 6:30 AM Sϥ Celeste Baumert (MP) 
  8:15 AM ɋ Larry Ware (MP) 
    

Tuesday, Nov 11 
 6:30 AM ɋ Alice Pudenz (MP) 
 8:15 AM ɋ Joe Pawloski, Jr. & Timothy Pawloski (DB) 
 

Wednesday, Nov 12 
 6:30 AM ɋ Robert Chaney (MP) 
 8:15 AM ɋ Robert Von Dollen (DB) 
  

Thursday, Nov 13 
 6:30 AM ɋ Christy Buresh (DB) 
 8:15 AM ɋ Marjorie Vandenack (DB) 
   

Friday, Nov 14 
 6:30 AM ɋ Marie Werp (MP) 
 8:15 AM  ɋ Kate Stork (DB) 
 

Saturday, Nov 15 
 8:15 AM ɋ Randy Figura (DB)  
 5:00 PM ɋ  Poor Souls in Purgatory (MP) 
   

Sunday, Nov 16 
 7:30 AM ɋ   Frank Secora (MP) 
 9:00 AM Sϥ  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 AM ɋ  Jeromy Heeren (DB) 
  6:00 PM ɋ  Liz Gulizia (DH) 
 

Sϥ = Special ϥntention       ɋ = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman;  
AS = Fr. Andrew Sohm; DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
ϥf youɅd like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Erika in the parish oʛce at e.riforgiate@stephen.org. 

Pray for deceased souls of our parish: 
Tim Rourke, husband of Staci; father of Bridget 
and Pierce  
Mildred Roudebush, mother of Susan King 
Florence Moseke, mother of Christina  
Myron Ondracek, father of Mary Lea (Lester) Bain  
 

Pray for those sick/injured/healing: 
Angie Wingert  
Norman Thomas  
Jim Kjosa, husband of Jan 
Allen Cole, father of Amy Jones 
Christine O'Malley  
Dot Schaecher  
Fr. Jim Tiegs, former pastor of SSM 
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo  
Joyce Murphy, mother of Peg (Rick) Thiesen  
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave  
Ron Rauart 
Maurice OɅToole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy  

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line

