
Pastor’s Message —  From Father Dave 
 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were 
fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 
 

The well-known story of Jesus calling the first disciples is 
told in our Gospel this weekend. When Jesus calls Peter 
and his brother Andrew, they were casting their fishing 
nets into the sea. As Jesus called them to come after Him, the Gospel says, 
“At once they left their nets and followed Him.” As He continued on He saw 
two other brothers, James and John. Again He calls them and the Gospel 
says, “Immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him.” 
 

In using the words “at once” and “immediately,” St. Matthew is helping us to 
understand that there is a sense of urgency in following Christ. The first 
disciples left their family and their normal way of life to begin a new way of 
living in the light of Christ. Earlier in the Gospel passage, Jesus quotes the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah when He said, “the people who sit in darkness 
have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death 
light has arisen.” Through His own ministry and the ministry of His disciples, 
the people living in the darkness of sin and death can experience the light 
that can only come from God. Peter, Andrew, James, and John have left 
their old way of life and have taken up the vital work of bringing the light of 
peace, reconciliation, and healing to a world that is waiting for a taste of 
hope. 
 

We too have been called to make a change in our lives, to let go of our old 
ways, to let go of our sins, and begin again, walking in the light of Christ. We 
still live in a sometimes-dark world, and we are the modern-day disciples, 
called by Christ, to bring His light into the world. The gifts of reconciliation, 
peace, and healing will come to the world today by the way that we are 
faithful to our call to follow Him. 
 

“We should be more concerned with reaching the lost than pampering the 
saved.” –David McGee 
 

In Christ,  
Father Dave 
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Pray & Worship  
Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Contact Us  
Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

 
 
 

 

 
Congratulations, Newly Baptized! 

 

Eleanor Anne Merten, daughter of Justin & Margaret 
Nathaniel Coulibaly Christopher Yegnon, son of Gninnayere & Sarah 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


Sacraments 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

Sign up to receive weekly Parish News emails & more!  
Email is our primary form of communication with our parishioners.  

Please scan the QR code to join our Flocknote email list to stay up to 
date with parish happenings and resources. If you have any 

questions about Flocknote or need to update your email, contact 
Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Financial Stewardship 

 

Offertory & Online Giving 1/13-1/19/2025: 
 

Actual:                    $31,739 
Budget:             $51,780 
 

FYTD Actual:                                         $1,512,550 
FYTD Budget:                                      $1,516,416 
 
 St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 

 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift 
simply scan the QR code or go to 
stephen.org/give. Offertory envelopes 
may also be mailed to our office:  
16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

School News 
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Now Hiring: St. Stephen the Martyr School is seeking teachers to join 
our talented team of educators for the 2026-2027 school year. To apply, 
contact Greg Verraneault, Assistant Principal, at 
g.verraneault@stephen.org.  

 Enrollment for the 2026-2027 School Year: Enrollment for the 2026- 
2027 school year is open. Families will be sent enrollment packets via 
email. The enrollment process must be completed by Feb. 17th to 
reserve your child's spot in our school for the 2026-2027 school year. 
Some grades are at capacity, so please do not delay in getting your child 
enrolled for next year!  
 
 
 

Religious Education  

 First Communion Parent & Child Mini Retreat—January 26th at   
6:30 PM: Second graders and their parents are invited to attend a mini-
retreat to kick off this exciting journey to First Communion on April 19th! 
We will have a fun parent-child activity, treats, and will share important 
information about the upcoming sacramental celebration for First 
Communion families.  

 Confirmation Sponsor Experience - Friday, January 30th from        
6:30-8 PM or Saturday, January 31st from 10-11:30 AM: We will begin 
in the Worship Space. Confirmation students and sponsors are invited to 
spend time together during this encounter with God and with one 
another. If a sponsor is unable to attend, the student may invite another 
adult to accompany them.   

 Valentine’s Sucker Pull! We will have a Valentine’s sucker pull for a 
sweet cause on January 27th & 28th before and after classes. Students 
may bring in $1 to pull a sucker and a chance to win a special prize with 
each pull! All proceeds will help support the Soirée Rosé Dinner and 
Auction on February 14th.  

 
 
 

Youth Ministry  

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, January 28th from 8-9:30 PM for Eucharistic Adoration Night 
in the Parish Center. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every 
Wednesday! Snacks and drinks are provided. Learn more at 
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

Called by Name Sunday  
 

Next weekend is Called By Name Weekend, an 
initiative to honor faithful young men who may be 
open to the priesthood. Archbishop McGovern is 
encouraging all of us to participate in this 
important initiative.  
 

Next Sunday, the Archbishop is inviting all 
parishioners to submit names of young men who 
exhibit leadership and a heart for service. These 
men will receive a letter from the archbishop, 
invitations to discernment events, and ongoing 
support from our Vocation Team.  
 

The Vocations Committee will have a table in the 
Gathering Space this weekend and next weekend 
where you can participate and learn more.  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/


Join the team at St. Stephen 
the Martyr!  
We are hiring multiple positions. Scan 
the QR code to apply & for more 
information on any of the open 
positions listed below!  
 
 Stewardship and Development 
Manager: We are seeking a 
Stewardship and Development 
Manager to lead fundraising and 

stewardship efforts that support the mission of our parish. This role 
builds meaningful relationships, coordinates giving initiatives, and helps 
foster a culture of generosity.  

 Parish Office Administrative Assistant: We are now hiring a Parish 
Office Administrative Assistant to provide welcoming, organized support 
for our parish office. This role assists staff and parishioners while 
helping ensure smooth daily operations.  

 Confirmation Coordinator: We are seeking a Confirmation 
Coordinator to support candidates and families through the parish 
Confirmation program and support our Religious Education program. 
This role helps plan formation opportunities and works closely with 
volunteers and staff.  

 Middle School Youth Minister: We are now hiring a 
Middle School Youth Minister to lead engaging faith 
formation and community-building opportunities for youth. 
This role nurtures spiritual growth through programs, 
events, and relationships rooted in Catholic teaching.  

A Message from Erika 
Riforgiate, Parish 
Administrative Assistant 
 

I would like to share that my husband and I are 
expecting our first child this March! As I prepare for 
this new season, I will be concluding my role as 
Administrative Assistant at St. Stephen the Martyr. I 
am very grateful to the staff and parishioners for the 
warm welcome and support I have received during 
my time here. Please keep our family in your 
prayers as we begin this next chapter, and know 
that you remain in ours. My last day at St. Stephen 
the Martyr will be in March.  

Pro-Life Activities this January  
 
 
EPS Baby Bottle Campaign —Return This 
Weekend!  
EPS Baby Bottles is a community-wide fundraiser, 
and its proceeds help inspire women to choose life 
for their babies and a bright future for themselves! 
Please return your bottles filled with donations to 
the Gathering Space this weekend, Jan. 24th & 25th.  
 
St. Stephen the Martyr Respect Life Ministry 
Meeting & Speaker 
Join the St. Stephen Respect Life Ministry for their 
monthly meeting on Jan 27th at 6:30 PM in the 
Parish Center. You will be trained from a 
representative from Abortion Dialogue Academy on 
how to respond to common pro-choice arguments. 
 
Nebraska Walk for Life 
Join fellow Nebraskans for the annual Nebraska 
Walk for Life on January 31st. The day begins with 
the Bishops’ Pro-Life Mass at 9:00 AM at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Lincoln, with Archbishop Michael 
McGovern as homilist. The Walk for Life starts at 10 
AM and will feature Nick Freitas along with state and 
federal representatives. Learn more at 
lincolnrighttolife.org/walkforlife.  
 
To learn more about how to advocate for the 
vulnerable, visit stephen.org/respect-life.  



 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 
 
 

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please 
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com 

(712) 551-6293. 

Question: If one’s gift or talent is 
making money, and one uses that 
money for honorable purposes, is it 
considered a spiritual gift? What does 
our faith teach us about wealth and 
stewardship? 
 

Answer: Jesus said it best: to whom 
much is given, much is expected. All gifts 
come from God, and our abilities are 
given to us to be used for the benefit of 
ourselves and of others and at the 
service of the Gospel. In an article 
entitled “The Many Faces of 
Stewardship,” Catherine Doherty wrote 
about stewardship in the “nitty-gritty 
everydayness of my life,” and about the 
currency or “money” of spiritual 
stewardship: love, understanding, and 
unselfishness.  
 

For a gift to have a spiritual benefit, our 
intention and involvement would be 
part of the consideration. If I give money 
to a charity, but do so in order to gain a 
tax advantage, it could hardly be a 
virtuous thing on my part. But if I give 
because I want to help and, in fact, am 
even willing to get involved, I have 
committed myself in a deeper, more 
meaningful way. Regardless of our 
money-making talents, in the end, true 
stewardship comes down to how well 
we practice the virtues of faith, hope, 
and love within our life and with those 
in our community and church. 
Ultimately, the most important element 
in stewardship is not intangible—it’s 
you! ©LPi 



Weekly Prayer 

 
 
 
 

How can we pray for YOU?  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, Jan 24 
 8:15 AM † Howard and Shirley Gillespie (DB) 
 5:00 PM †   Erin Doll (MP) 
   

Sunday, Jan 25 
 7:30 AM †  James Goodhard (MP)  
 9:00 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
10:30 AM SI  Families who have welcomed 
   children this year and those  
   expecting a child (DB) 
  6:00 PM †  Romaine Murphy (MS) 
  

Monday, Jan 26 
 6:30 AM SI Michael Figura (MP) 
  8:15 AM † Leovigildo & Concepcion Gutierrez (MP) 
     

Tuesday, Jan 27 
 6:30 AM † Beth Devitt (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Ed Murphy (MP) 
 

Wednesday, Jan 28 
 6:30 AM † Frederic, Agnes, Charle, Amoudiya 
   Aflagah (DB) 
 8:15 AM SI Daniel Robert Ryan (MP) 
  

Thursday, Jan 29 
 6:30 AM † Ginae Goldsberry Smith (DB) 
 8:15 AM SI Thomas Michael Hurley Jr. (DB) 
    

Friday, Jan 30 
6:30 AM † Randy Figura (DB)  
8:15 AM  † Ann Tiesi (MP) 
 

Saturday, Jan 31 
 8:15 AM SI James Gninefou & Adaku Gninefou (MP) 
 5:00 PM †   Patricia Paulsen (DB) 
   

Sunday, Feb 1 
 7:30 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 9:00 AM †   Ann Rush (MP) 
10:30 AM †   Dennis Moynihan (MP) 
  6:00 PM †  Winfred Stamp  
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman; 
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm; MS = Fr. Matthew Spotts 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact Erika 
in the parish office at e.riforgiate@stephen.org. 

Pray for deceased souls of our parish: 
Maureen Adamowicz, mother of Michael  
Claribel Buresh, mother of Connie Krambeck 
Lu Hill, mother of Al  

Pray for those sick/injured/healing: 
Rebecca Updike, mom of Sandy (Kenny) Estee 
Kittrid Koester, great-grand niece of Tim, Ruth, 
Mike, and Helen Ryberg  
Max Rocha  
Gerry Karasek, mother of Sandy Mardi  
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa 
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf 
Alice Motzer, sister of Mary Spangler 
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Norman Thomas  
Jim Kjosa, husband of Jan 
Christine O'Malley  
Dot Schaecher  
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo  
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave  
Ron Rauart 

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


Community News 
REFORM WELLNESS RETREAT: Join Reform Wellness for a one-day retreat at St. 
Patrick Catholic Church in Elkhorn on Saturday, Feb. 21st from 8:30—4 PM. At 
the retreat, participants will be invited to merge faith and functional health to 
achieve whole-person wellness. Scan the QR code to learn more and register.  

Join our Parish Family  

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church  is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know 
Christ, and proclaim Christ.  

Welcome visitors and newcomers!  
Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn 
more about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact 

Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

Council of Catholic Women News 
 

WINE AND CHEESE TASTING: Our SSM Council of Catholic Women’s group 
will be having a wine and cheese tasting after our monthly meeting next 
month. All women (age 21+) are welcome to join us on February 3, 2026 at 
7 PM in the Parish Center. Questions? Email Stacia at 
staciakennedy@yahoo.com or Corene at rcfaltin@cox.net.  

 
APPLY NOW FOR COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC 
WOMEN: Our SSM CCW is offering three $525 scholarships for any youth attending 
the Steubenville Youth Conference. Application deadline is March 1st. Please send 
applications to staciakennedy@yahoo.com.  
 
ARCHDIOCES COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN WINTER MEETING: All women are 
invited to the OACCW Winter Meeting on Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at KC Hall, Main 
Street, Atkinson, NE. Registration begins at 9:30 AM for $10, which includes coffee, 
rolls, and lunch. The meeting, hosted by the RNW Deanery ladies, starts at 10:00 AM, 
followed by Mass at 11:30 AM, lunch, and afternoon commission reports. 
Representatives are encouraged to attend to share information with their parishes. 
Join us for a day of fellowship and spirituality as we continue to live out our 101st 
Convention Resolution to “Be the Light” of Christ. RSVP by February 1st to Leonarda 
Arens at arensljrepair@hotmail.com or text 402-253-5120. For more information, 
contact Mary Thoene at 402-841-0923.  

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  

at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities

10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

W
EST

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 

4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 

	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 

Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish, Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides the most
accurate liturgy data in the U.S., and
we are grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org

Steve Orsi

Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 

	 ROOFING • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

6460 South 84th Street

402.339.1226
Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

402-830-2066
againstthecurrent.now.site/home

Family owned Company  

Since 1997

 

A+  Rating with the BBB

Roo�ng • Siding • Gutters 

402-894-0999	 www.andersonroofingne.com

Kitchen and Bath
Granite, Cabinet, & Flooring

7002 F. Street • Omaha

402-513-3241
www.a1kitchenandbath.com

18111 Q St # 104, Omaha | 402-891-2348 | nebfamilychiro.com

Dr. Katie Dischler 

Parishioner

A1 Flags, Poles
and Repair

Your One Stop Shop For Flags,

Flagpoles, Flagpole Repair Needs.

(402) 591-0934
www.a1flagspolesrepair.com

WWW.ROBERTSNURSERIES.COM

•  Garden Centers
•  Landscape Design  

& Install
•  Turf Care
•  Pool Design & Install

2 Locations: 

156 & Kansas Ave. 

N. 48th St. & I-680

402-551-3654



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 

(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:

Infants, Children & Young Adults
Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135

402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.

www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

Brent Graettinger, 
Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance

Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

Brian Ford, FIC
Field Agent

531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  

402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner

402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

WWW.BLUEKANGAROOPACKOUTZ.COM/OMAHA-LINCOLN

402-821-0159  | SSM PARISHIONER

CONTENT 
RESTORATION

PACKOUT 

INVENTORY

402-706-1483

BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 

School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 
Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning | Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com

402-LAW-FIRM | https://mlnariklaw.com/omaha/

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Karen Kaalberg

 
kkaalberg@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2142

Create or donate to a fund that supports your 

parish, school or ministry year after year.

Start yours today!
catholicfuturene.org

Creating 

environments 

that form 

people.

bcdm.net

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 

& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  

& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Check out our...                Storm Proof Roof!

2% to St. Stephen the Martyr!

402-330-0911402-330-0911

lastimeexteriors.com

Roo�ng • Siding • Gutters • Windows

The Area’s Most Experienced  

Stone-Coated Metal Roof Company!

Wind, Fire & Hail ResistantWind, Fire & Hail Resistant
“Next Time You Need a Roof, Make it the LASTIME”
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