
PastorΩs Message τ From Father Dave   

ɈBefore the cock crows you will deny me three times.ɉ 
 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of the holiest days of 
our Church year. This week our parish will join with all of 
the Catholic communities throughout the world in 
celebrating our LordɅs passion, death, and resurrection. 
The liturgies that we celebrate this week will help draw us 
into the reality of the Paschal Mystery. 
 

The season of Lent has prepared us for the journey through these holy 
days. Our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving have renewed our hearts through 
the grace of Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for our sins. The sacriɲces 
that we made have helped peel away the layers of sin and neglect in our 
lives, so that we might enter the great mystery of new life that comes 
through suϜering and death. 
 

ϥ encourage all of you to make time this week to participate in our Holy 
Week liturgies. They are some of the most beautiful liturgical events of our 
Catholic tradition. Also, if you have not yet celebrated the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, we have times available this week. Finally, please pray for 
the many members of our parish family who will be receiving the Easter 
Sacraments of Baptism, Conɲrmation, and Eucharist in the Easter Season. 
Together, may we be nourished and strengthened by the Sacramental life 
of the Church, as we continue on our Pilgrimage to eternal life. 
 

ɈThe highest privilege there is, is the privilege of being allowed to share 
anotherɅs pain. You talk about your pleasures to your acquaintances; you 
talk about your troubles to your friends.ɉ ɀ Fr. Andrew, Society of Divine 
Compassion (SDC) 

 

ϥn Christ,  
Father Dave 
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March 29, 2026 

Pray & Worship 
Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AMɀ7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on ɲrst Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Contact Us 
Parish Oʛce: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 
  Oʛce Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

StaϜ Contact ϥnfo: stephen.org/staϜ 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
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Sacraments 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish oʛce for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
oʛce for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish oʛce to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian ϥnitiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

Financial Stewardship 

 
 

OϜertory & Online Giving 3/17-3/23 2026: 
 

Actual:                    $40,726 
Budget:             $51,780 
 

FYTD Actual:                                         $2,006,181 
FYTD Budget:                                      $2,004,627 
 
 

 St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1ɁJune 30 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your ɲnancial support is vital to the well-being of 
our church and school. To make a gift 
simply scan the QR code or go to 
stephen.org/give. OϜertory envelopes 
may also be mailed to our oʛce: 
16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

School News 
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

Ý Get your tickets for the 2026 School Musical Alice in Wonderland Jr.: 
Tickets are now available for pre-order for our production of Alice in 
Wonderland, Jr.! Visit school.stephen.org/musical to order. Pre-ordered 
tickets will be available for pickup during Tech Week.  

Ý Enrollment for 2026/2027 School Year: We are still accepting new 
student applications for the 26/27 school year. Once your application 
has been accepted, our oʛce will send you an enrollment packet to 
complete. To apply, visit school.stephen.org/admissions.  

 
 

Religious Education  
Ý Fall Religious Education Registration: Registration for Fall classes will 
open on March 29th. Please watch the bulletin and the Family 
Connection for more information. 

 
 

Youth Ministry 

Ý Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, April 1st from 8-9:30 PM for Scripture Study Night at St. 
Wenceslaus. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every 
Wednesday! Learn more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

Ý Middle School Youth Ministry Volunteers Needed: We are looking 
forward to kicking oϜ Middle School Youth Group this spring. We are in 
need of some adults interested in helping our new Middle School Youth 
Minister, Brooke Keller, to help on youth group nights. ϥf you can help in 
any way or are interested in learning more, please 
email bnkeller@stephen.org. Thank you!  

Join Our 
Religious 
Education 
Team! 
 

The Religious Education team is looking for an 
energetic individual to manage the Religious 
Education oʛce, support classes and parish 
Sacraments, and coordinate volunteers & 
catechists. This role also oversees Vacation Bible 
School and helps with special events. This is a full-
time position (30 hours/week), with additional 
hours during events and sacramental seasons. 
Apply today! For questions, contact Sandy Kimmey, 
Director of Religious Education, at 
s.kimmey@stephen.org. 

Easter is April 5th: Please note the 
following schedule changes 
 

Holy Week & Easter fall on the ɲrst weekend on the 
month in April. Therefore, due to Holy Week & 
Easter liturgies, there will be no First Friday 
Adoration, no First Saturday Rosary, no Blessing of 
Expectant Mothers, and no First Saturday Food 
Pantry Curbside Drop-OϜ in April. ϥn addition, there 
will be no CoϜee & Donuts on Easter Sunday. 
Please join us on Divine Mercy Sunday (April 
12th) for our Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt to 
celebrate the Easter Season! 

stephen.org/sacraments
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Join our Parish Family 
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church  is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.  

Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 
ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: Where do Palm Sunday 
palms come from and where should 
they go? 
 

Answer: The Palm Sunday celebration 
has ancient origins. Beginning the liturgy 
Ɉoutsideɉ the church, we symbolically 
reenact ChristɅs entry into Jerusalem. 
The crowds in ancient ϥsrael waved palm 
branches ɀ a symbol of royalty ɀ to 
welcome Jesus. These days, obtaining 
palms takes a lot of planning and 
coordination, as hundreds of thousands 
of churches worldwide need them on 
the same day! Many in the United States 
order palms from Florida, California, 
Texas, or Central America. Many 
companies stress the sustainability of 
their production and the just wages paid 
to their workers. 
 

The palms used on Palm Sunday are 
blessed at Mass. This means they 
shouldnɅt end up in the trash! Many 
people weave palms into crosses or 
families display them in their homes. ϥf 
you do not plan on displaying your 
palms throughout the year, they should 
be burned, buried, or left at the church. 
ϥn the ɲnal case, the palms are burned 
to provide the ashes for next yearɅs Ash 
Wednesday service. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 

 
Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please 
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com 
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ɈThe greatest love story of all time is 
contained in a tiny, white host.ɉ 

- Venerable Fulton Sheen 


