
Pastor’s Message —  From Father Dave   

Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’ When He had said this, He showed 
them His hands and His side. The disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you…’” 
 

On the evening of the first day of the week, the disciples 
are sitting in the upper room, locked away because of fear 
and confusion. Mary Magdalene has brought them her news: “I have seen 
Him!” They did not believe what she told them, but they came together to 
wait for Him. Suddenly He stood in their midst. He spoke to them and gave 
them their mission. He said that He is sending them in the same way that 
the Father sent Him into the world. Even when they are not invited into 
peoples’ lives, they must go anyway to forgive sin and bring peace to a 
broken world. Jesus even gave them the gift of the Spirit that day, so that 
they would have God’s presence and power with them every step of the 
journey. 
 

What happened next? Did they do what He told them to do? No. They did 
not go outside of the locked room. They did not go out to forgive sin or to 
heal the world. They remained together, locked away in fear. Finally 
Thomas comes in late. They told him that they had seen the Lord and how 
He had sent them into the world. It was then that Thomas started to doubt. 
If they had really had seen Him, if He had really sent them into the world, if 
He had armed them with the power of the Holy Spirit, why were they still 
sitting here? 
 

So often when we hear the story about Doubting Thomas we compare 
ourselves to his lack of faith. But what about the lack of faith shown in the 
others who stayed locked away in fear after receiving the Holy Spirit? We 
ourselves have received an abundance of the Spirit’s presence and love in 
Baptism and Confirmation, and our faith is strengthened every time we 
receive the Lord’s resurrected presence in the Eucharist. If that is the case, 
why aren’t we taking up the mission that was given to us—the same 
mission given by Jesus to the disciples? 
 

In this Easter season, it is time for us to trust in the power of the Spirit that 
has been given to us, get out of our comfortable chairs, and do the work of 
healing, forgiving, and loving that has been entrusted to us. When other 
people see us and the way that we choose to live our lives, do they see 
people filled with the Holy Spirit, or do they ask, “How can we believe in the 
resurrection of the Lord when they are not living their faith in Him?” 
 

“We have been called to heal wounds, to unite what has fallen apart, and 
to bring home those who have lost their way".  
–Saint Francis of Assisi 
 

In Christ,  
Father Dave 
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Pray & Worship  
Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Contact Us  
Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


Sacraments 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

School News 
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 First Communion Celebration: Second graders and their families are 
invited to a First Communion Celebration! Second graders will be 
honored at 8:15 AM School Mass on Tuesday, April 21st. They are invited 
to wear their First Communion attire to school. Mass will be followed by 
a breakfast for First Communicants and their families.  

 Enrollment for 2026/2027 School Year: We are still accepting new 
student applications for the 26/27 school year. To apply, visit 
school.stephen.org/admissions.  

 
 

Religious Education  

 Easter Egg Hunt Today! Please join us today after the 10:30 AM Mass 
for our annual Easter Egg Hunt. Coffee, donuts, juice, and milk will be 
available as well as a specialty coffee cart. Egg hunt begins at 12:15 PM 
in the field Southeast of the building. Bring your own basket!  

 First Communion Students: Grade 2 will have priest visits this week to 
talk about First Communion and answer any questions the children may 
have before their big day! Please make sure they attend class this week. 
Mandatory Rehearsal for First Communion will be Thursday, April 16th, 
7:30-8:30 PM (student and one parent must attend). First Communion 
Mass: April 19th at 3:30 PM.  

 Fall Religious Education Registration: Registration for Fall classes is 
open. Please go to St. Stephen the Martyr’s webpage at stephen.org/
religious-education for more information and to register.  

 
 

Youth Ministry  

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, April 15th from 8-9:30 PM for Eucharistic Adoration Night at 
St. Wenceslaus. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every 
Wednesday! Learn more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

 Middle School Youth Ministry Volunteers Needed: We are looking 
forward to kicking off Middle School Youth Group on Tuesday, May 5th 
6:30—8 PM. We need some adults to help! Please contact Brooke at 
bnkeller@stephen.org to volunteer. Thank you!  

Financial Stewardship 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 3/31-4/6 2026: 
 

Actual:                    $46,395 
Budget:             $53,260 
 

 
FYTD Actual:                                         $2,110,740 
FYTD Budget:                                      $2,109,666 
 

 
Easter Actual:                    $27,273 
Easter Budget:             $35,000 
 
 

 St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. 
To make a gift simply scan the QR 
code or go to stephen.org/give. 
Offertory envelopes may also be 
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, 
Omaha, NE 68135. 

 
 
 

 

Next Sunday is First Communion Sunday!  
 

On Sunday, April 19th, our young people will receive their First Holy 
Communion. Please pray for them as they prepare to receive the Body, 

Blood, Soul & Divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist!  

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/


Join our Parish Family  

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church  is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.  
Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more about 

ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: Where did the feast of Divine 
Mercy come from?  
 

Answer: If you were born well before 
the year 2000, you know the feast of 
Divine Mercy has not always been 
celebrated in the Church. In the early 
1900s, a young Polish nun began 
receiving private revelations. Jesus 
appeared to her during her times of 
prayer, speaking a message of mercy 
and love for the world. She received a 
set of prayers — the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet — and the request to have a 
feast day established to remind the 
Church of the mercy of God. St. Faustina 
died in 1938, on the cusp of war and in 
the midst of one of the most violent 
centuries in the history of the world. 
 

Her story and her diaries began 
circulating in Poland and beyond. It 
quickly became apparent that this was a 
holy young women, and the cause for 
her canonization opened. In the year 
2000, she was canonized by the first-
ever Polish pope, St. John Paul II. On her 
canonization day, he established the 
second Sunday of Easter as Divine 
Mercy Sunday, “a perennial invitation to 
the Christian world to face, with 
confidence in divine benevolence, the 
difficulties and trials that mankind with 
experience in the years to come.” ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please 
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com 

(712) 551-6293. 



Weekly Prayer 

 
 
 
 

How can we pray for YOU?  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, April 11 
 8:15 AM SI James Gninefou & Adaku Gninefou (MP)  
 5:00 PM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
   

Sunday, April 12—Divine Mercy Sunday 
 7:30 AM †  Rose Boukal (DB) 
  9:00 AM †    Theresa & Kenneth Watkins (MP) 
10:30 AM †  Jane Schuyler (MP)  
  6:00 PM †  Rich Benda (MS) 
 

Monday, April 13 
 6:30 AM † Rich Benda (MP) 
  8:15 AM † Joseph MK (MP) 
     

Tuesday, April 14 
 6:30 AM † Christy Buresh (MP) 
 8:15 AM †   Joyce Murphy (DB)  
 

Wednesday, April 15 
 6:30 AM † Bill Knudsen (MP) 
 8:15 AM † Erin Doll (DB)  
  

Thursday, April 16 
 6:30 AM † George L. Otteman (DB) 
 8:15 AM † Liz Gulizia (DB) 
    

Friday, April 17 
 6:30 AM † Jim & JoAnn Stachura (MP)  
 8:15 AM  † Franklin Schneider (DB)  
 

Saturday, April 18 
 6:30 AM † Rich Benda (DB)  
 5:00 PM † Rose Boukal (MP) 
   

Sunday, April 19 
 7:30 AM †  Jim Brazda (AS) 
  9:00 AM †    Ann Tiesi (AS) 
10:30 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
 1:00 PM SI First Communion Candidates (DB) 
 3:30 PM SI First Communion Candidates (MP) 
  6:00 PM †  Cherie Sohm & Drew Lehmann (MP) 
 

SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman;  
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm; MS = Fr. Matt Spotts  
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Amy Jones in the parish office at a.jones@stephen.org. 

Pray for deceased souls of our parish: 
Cathy Burkhard, mother of Nancy (Dennis) 
Gilmore  
Donna M. Duke, mother of Kathy (Cookie) 
Reuman (Scott) and grandmother of Brittany 
Jeremy Zeigler, brother-in-law of John & Anne 
Kalkowski  
Forrest Ramsey, Jr., father of Sue (John) Klopp  

Pray for those sick/injured/healing: 
Gene Fees, husband of Sue and brother of Cindy 
Hornback 
Steve Ott 
Ginger Cantrell 
Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane   
Chris Sievers and family  
Rebecca Updike, mom of Sandy (Kenny) Estee 
Kittrid Koester, great-grand niece of Ryberg family  
Gerry Karasek, mother of Sandy Mardi  
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa 
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf 
Alice Motzer, sister of Mary Spangler 

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


Upcoming Primetimers Events 
Springtime Fun Event: Change your latitude, Jimmy Buffet style! 
Join the Primetimers on Thursday, April 23rd. Happy Hour starts at 
6 PM in the Parish Center. We can have a drink, mingle and play a 

game. Dinner and dessert will be served at 7 PM. Bring a few dollar bills for games. 
BYOB. $15/person. Let's get a jumpstart on summer and wear your tropical 
clothing! RSVP by Friday, April 17th to Peg, Moe, or Pat. Cash is preferable, and 
checks can be payable to Pat Miller. Remember, it's always 5 o'clock somewhere!  
Email us at stephens.primetimers@gmail.com with questions.  
 

Cards and Games Thursdays: Stop by and see what's happening at Cards and 
Games Thursdays! Join us on the second and fourth Thursdays of every month at 
1PM in the Parish Center. We look forward to seeing you soon! Email us at 
stephens.primetimers@gmail.com with questions. 

Knights of Columbus News  
Pilgrim Icon: "Sacred Heart of Jesus" April 19th—26th 
The Knights of Columbus Council #10160 will be hosting the “Sacred 
Heart of Jesus” Icon April 19th to April 26th in the Gathering Space. 
This icon depicts the most famous image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

painted in 1767 by Pompeo Batoni and now venerated in the Church of the Gesù 
in Rome. This reproduction of the original image bears the blessing of Pope 
Francis and is one of more than 300 icons traveling across the world as part of the 
Knights of Columbus Pilgrim Icon Program. 
 

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly has said that as Knights bring these icons across the 
world to their parishes, he hopes “they will invite their families, and all families, to 
consecrate their homes and themselves to the Sacred Heart.” He further said, “In 
the heart of Christ, we see the heart of the Father, and we ask our Lord to help us 
make his heart our own, so that we may see and love in others what he sees and 
loves in us.” 
 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship Applications: 
St. Stephen the Martyr Knights of Columbus are accepting applications for the 
2026 Deacon Wesley Kreun Memorial Scholarship.  
 

This is not an academic scholarship, but winners are instead chosen based upon 
the applicant’s service activities within the parish. There are four high 
school and four college scholarships available. Applications available at 
the Parish Office. Deadline to apply is April 30th.  
 

Please scan the QR code for more information. Questions? Contact 
Hank Hardy at hwhardy02@gmail.com.  

Join the Council of Catholic Women!  
Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, May 5th at 7 PM in the 
Parish Center 

You are welcome at our monthly meeting scheduled for the first Tuesday of the 
month in the Parish Center from 7-8 PM with fellowship through 9 PM. We also 
host a Social Night every third Thursday of the month at 7 PM in the Parish Center. 
There are many other opportunities for service and fellowship. Please join us! To 
sign up for emails, please visit stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen. 

mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
mailto:stephens.primetimers@gmail.com
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/


Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

	 Mike Tritz	 Kate Pachunka 
	 parishioner	 parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish, Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides the most
accurate liturgy data in the U.S., and
we are grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOF • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

402-830-2066
againstthecurrent.now.site/home

Family owned Company  
Since 1997

 
A+  Rating with the BBB

Roofing • Siding • Gutters 

402-894-0999	 www.andersonroofingne.com

Kitchen and Bath
Granite, Cabinet, & Flooring

7002 F. Street • Omaha
402-513-3241

www.a1kitchenandbath.com

18111 Q St # 104, Omaha | 402-891-2348 | nebfamilychiro.com

Dr. Katie Dischler 
Parishioner

A1 Flags, Poles
and Repair

Your One Stop Shop For Flags,
Flagpoles, Flagpole Repair Needs.

(402) 591-0934
www.a1flagspolesrepair.com

WWW.ROBERTSNURSERIES.COM

•  Garden Centers
•  Landscape Design  

& Install
•  Turf Care
•  Pool Design & Install

2 Locations: 
156 & Kansas Ave. 
N. 48th St. & I-680
402-551-3654
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CLOUDY HEADLIGHTS?
RESTORE TO LOOK BRAND NEW!

ON-SITE SERVICE

•  O N - S IT E  S E R V I C E  •  CA R B O N  C E R A M I C  P R OT E CT I O N
•  3 -Y EA R  WA R R A NT Y  •  SAT I S FACT I O N  G U A R A NT E E D

★★★★★  5 - STA R  G O O G L E  R E V I E WS

CALL / TEXT 402-981-1290

B E F O R E

A F T E R

BEFORE

AFTER

Christy Assman - Parishioner 
(402) 896-3300 

12660 Q Street, Omaha

Serving Omaha  
For Over 65 Years

www.hughestree.com

402-558-8198



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com

omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

JJ’s Tailors
402-896-0686 

11329 P St, Suite 122
Tues-Fri 10-5 | Sat 10-2

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 
Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning | Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com
402-LAW-FIRM | https://mlnariklaw.com/omaha/

Create or donate to a fund that supports your 
parish, school or ministry year after year.

Start yours today!
catholicfuturene.org

Creating 
environments 
that form 
people.
bcdm.net

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Check out our...                Storm Proof Roof!

2% to St. Stephen the Martyr!

402-330-0911402-330-0911
lastimeexteriors.com
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Windows

The Area’s Most Experienced  
Stone-Coated Metal Roof Company!
Wind, Fire & Hail ResistantWind, Fire & Hail Resistant

“Next Time You Need a Roof, Make it the LASTIME”
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A+ HEARTLAND
CONCRETE

Driveway Specialists

402-731-2094

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Services Covered 100% Under Medicare:
In-Home Physicians’ Visits • Skilled Nursing Visits • Social Service Visits

Chaplain & Bereavement Visits • C.N.A Daily Visits Monday - Friday

Medication, Supplies & Durable Medical Equipment

(531) 999-2555 | HAVENHOSPICEINC.COM 
Available 24/7 •  Proud Parishioner/Member-Owned

Contact Karen Kaalberg
kkaalberg@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x2142
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