
 

16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE  68135  |  (402) 896-9675  |  stephen.org   

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 

May 17, 2026 

Pray & Worship  
Mass Schedule 
 

Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
Saturday at 8:15 AM* 
 

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM  
 

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) and our website. 

Private Prayer 
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open      
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM 
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors 
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM 
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available 
24/7 via door access code: 9675*  

Exposed Adoration 
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the 
Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space 

 

Contact Us  
Parish Office: 
  Phone:  (402) 896-9675    
  Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F 
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman 
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM 
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

Pastor’s Message —  From Father Dave   

 
“Jesus raised His eyes to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour 
has come… I will no longer be in the world, but they are in 
the world, while I am coming to you.’” 
 
Our lives are a curious mixture of sadness and joy as we say 
“hello” and “goodbye.” In today’s liturgy, we say “goodbye” to 
Jesus as He prepares His followers for the day when He will ascend into 
heaven. We can only imagine the grief and confusion the Apostles felt when 
they had to say “goodbye” to Jesus, but that grief would be changed to joy 
as they say “hello” to the Holy Spirit—the Advocate that Jesus promised. 
Through all the ups and downs in life, we know that Jesus supports us and 
loves us. He is the reason we rejoice and our comfort when we are sad. 
 
“Prayers travel faster when said in unison.” –Latin proverb 

 
In Christ,  

Father Dave 

 
 
Congratulations, Newly Married! 

 

Raegan Hoyle & Noah Howe  
 

Our faith community wishes you many blessings! 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


Sacraments 

Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM  

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are 
required to attend a preparation class. Contact 
the parish office for information or visit: 
stephen.org/sacraments. 

 

 

Matrimony 
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months 
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
office for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist 
Contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation 
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at  
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

School News 
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.  

 Congratulations to our 8th Grade Graduates! We are so proud of our 
8th graders who graduated this past week. Please know we are praying 
for you as you begin your adventures ahead!  

 Order Your 26-27 School Supply Packs: Home & School is organizing 
the sale of school supply packs through Educational Products, Inc. (EPI). 
School Supply Packs ordered through EPI are delivered directly to the 
school and placed in your child's classroom before Back to 
School Night. To order, scan the QR and enter school code 
STS021. Be sure to order for your child's 2026/2027 grade level. 
The order deadline is June 1, 2026.  

 
 
 
 

Religious Education  

 Farewell Open House for Eileen Smith: As our program moves 
forward with a wonderful new team of Religious Education staff, we 
invite you to bid farewell to Eileen Smith at an Open House Retirement 
Sendoff on Thursday, May 21st between 4-6 PM in the Parish 
Center. We cannot thank Eileen enough for her years of dedication and 
leadership in the St. Stephen's Religious Education program! 

 Vacation Bible School: Please watch your email at the end of this week 
for some news about our upcoming week!  Youth Volunteers will have a 
mandatory meeting on Wednesday, June 3, at 7-8 p.m. in the Dining 
Room. Adult Station Leaders will meet on Thursday, June 4, at 7-8 pm in 
the Dining Room. 

 Thank You & Have A Safe Summer: The Rel. Ed. Team would like to 
thank all the families for your support this year. What an amazing year! 
We are so proud of all our students and so grateful to the 
parents, catechists and volunteers who accompanied these 
children. We pray for God's continued blessings on them 
all! Rel. Ed. Classes begin on August 25/26, 2026. Scan the 
QR for more information and to register. 

 

 
 

Youth Ministry  

 Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us 
Wednesday, May 13th from 8-9:30 PM in the Parish Center. All 9th-12th 
graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Learn more at 
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.  

 Totus Tuus: Registration is now open for Totus Tuus, a Catholic summer 
camp on July 20th—24th at St. Stephen. Students in grades 1st-6th grade 
may attend the day camp portion from 9 AM—2:30 PM. Students in 
grades 7th—12th may attend the evening from 6:30 PM —8:45 PM. Visit 
stephen.org/totus-tuus to register & learn more.  

 Steubenville of Rochester: 8th grade graduates—12th grade graduates 
are invited to join us for an experience of God’s love at Steubenville of 
Rochester. Visit stephen.org/youth-ministry for all the details.  

Financial Stewardship 

 
 

Offertory & Online Giving 5/5—5/12 2026: 
 
 

Financial data from 5/5-5/12, 2026 was not 
available at time of print. These numbers will be 
reported in next weekend’s bulletin. 
 
St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30 

 
Thank you for your generous giving!  
 

Your financial support is vital to the 
well-being of our church and school. To 
make a gift simply scan the QR code or 
go to stephen.org/give. Offertory 
envelopes may also be mailed to our 
office: 16701 S Street, Omaha, NE 68135. 

stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays
stephen.org/totus-tuus
stephen.org/youth-ministry
https://stephen.org/give/
https://stephen.org/give/


Council of Catholic Women  
Social Hour: May 21st, 7 PM 
 

You are welcome at our monthly meeting scheduled for the first 
Tuesday of the month in the Parish Center from 7-8 PM with 
fellowship through 9 PM. We also host a Social Night every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 PM in the Parish Center.  
 
There are many other opportunities for service and fellowship. 
Please join us! To sign up for emails, please visit stephen.org/
councilofcatholicwomen. 

Join our Parish Family  

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church  is a community for all people to  
encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.  

 

Welcome visitors and newcomers!  
Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a 
parishioner. To learn more about ways you can get 

involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at 
a.ybarra@stephen.org.   

Volunteers Needed for Votive 
Candle Replenishment  

 
We are seeking a volunteer to help care 
for the Votive Candles in the Daily Mass 

Chapel on an ongoing basis. Responsibilities include 
replacing candles, cleaning the votive holders, and helping 

maintain the chapel’s peaceful and prayerful atmosphere. If 
you are interested in learning more or volunteering, please 

contact Melissa at meli3773@ymail.com. 

A Message from Eileen Smith 
I want to express my gratitude for everyone’s support and 
friendship during my 25 years working at St. Stephen the 
Martyr. I have truly enjoyed serving and working with such 
talented and Christian-led families. While it is hard to say 
goodbye, I am excited about the new opportunities that lie 
ahead and spending more time with my family. I will still be 
a part of the SSM family and look forward to seeing you at 
all the many events. I am grateful for the lessons I have 
learned and the relationships I have built and will always 
look back on my time working at SSM with fondness.  

https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
https://stephen.org/councilofcatholicwomen/
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Question: What lessons should I learn 
from the Assumption of Mary? 
 
Answer: Growing in holiness is similar to 
training in a sport. We need someone to 
show us how we can live our faith well. 
Mary is a model of sanctity. She shows 
us how to be faithful to God’s will, living 
each day with confidence in God’s mercy 
and love. At the Nativity, in Jesus’ public 
ministry, and at the Crucifixion, we see 
her steadfast trust. She allows the Lord 
to use her life to accomplish his plan for 
her and for all of us. In the Preface of 
the Mass for the Assumption of Mary, 
we pray: “For today the Virgin Mother of 
God was assumed into heaven as the 
beginning and image of your Church’s 
coming to perfection and a sign of sure 
hope and comfort to your pilgrim 
people.” 
 

It is this image of holiness that we strive 
to imitate. In the office, at home, or in 
our community, we look for signs of 
God’s grace that call us to an ever 
greater love of him and each other. A 
greater awareness of God is a sign of 
our conversion of heart that lives the 
lessons Mary teaches. ©LPi 

 

Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space 
 
 
 
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. 
The code for access is 9675*. 

 

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please 
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com 

(712) 551-6293. 

Pray for Those with 
Mental Struggles 

 
Please pray for those fighting mental 
health battles especially in May.  
 
Prayer for Those with Mental Suffering 
O God, we humbly beseech You through 
Your servant, St. Dymphna, who sealed 
with her blood the love she bore You, to 
grant relief to those who suffer from 
mental afflictions and nervous 
disorders, especially (name of the 
afflicted person). St. Dymphna, martyr 
of purity, pray for us! 
 

For more information and a 
list of local resources, please 
visit stephen.org/mental-
health. 

Apply for Pastoral Council  
The Pastoral Council is seeking engaged 
parishioners to join their team. In 
support of Fr. Dave, this Council strives 
to be consultative in nature, a medium 
for communication, and a model of 
cooperation and collaboration. Learn 
more and apply at stephen.org/pastoral 
-council-apply. 

Pray for our Nation  
As America nears its 250th anniversary, 
Catholics are invited to join a 
nationwide effort of prayer for renewal. 
Imagine the impact if one million people 
gave just one hour each week—
together, we can help make this 
milestone a moment of spiritual 
renewal for our country.  

stephen.org/mental-health
stephen.org/mental-health
stephen.org/pastoral
stephen.org/pastoral


Weekly Prayer 

 
 
 
 

How can we pray for YOU?  

You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray 
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on 
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer 

request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793.  

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, May 16 
 8:15 AM † George L. Otteman (MP)  
 5:00 PM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
   

Sunday, May 17 
 7:30 AM †  Liz Gulizia (DB) 
  9:00 AM †   Ann Tiesi (MP) 
10:30 AM †  Nick Schinker (MP) 
  6:00 PM †  Santhosh Jacob (AS) 
 

Monday, May 18 
 6:30 AM † Patricia Paulsen (MP) 
  8:15 AM † Florence Moseke (MP) 
     

Tuesday, May 19 
 6:30 AM † Bill Knudsen (MP) 
 8:15 AM †   Joe Fenton (DB)  
  

Wednesday, May 20 
 6:30 AM SI Terry & Marie Zrust (MP) 
 8:15 AM † David Lemoine (DB)  
  

Thursday, May 21 
 6:30 AM † Jeffrey Kane, Jr (DB) 
 8:15 AM SI   Christina & Spencer McCloskey (DB) 
    

Friday, May 22 
 6:30 AM † Samuelson & Mathine Families (MP)  
 8:15 AM  † Lewis Storm (DB)  
 

Saturday, May 23 
 8:15 AM SI Deacon Michael Figura (DB)  
 5:00 PM †  Mary Azara (MP) 
   

Sunday, May 24 
 7:30 AM SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB) 
  9:00 AM †   Ginae Goldsberry Smith (DB) 
10:30 AM †  Dennis Moynihan (MP) 
  6:00 PM †  Joyce Murphy (MP) 
 

 
SI = Special Intention       † = Repose of the Soul 
 
 
 

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman;  
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm 
 
 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact 
Amy Jones in the parish office at a.jones@stephen.org. 

Pray for deceased souls of our parish: 
Monica Hixson  
Connie Wade, mother of John (Michelle) Wade  
Tam Thi Nguyen  
 

Pray for those sick/injured/healing: 
Paul Richter, husband of Carol   
Jerry Smith  
Randy Pfeifer, brother of Cheri 
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith  
Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane   
Rebecca Updike, mom of Sandy (Kenny) Estee 
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa 
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf 
Cecelia Nelson, sister of Mary Spangler 
Jim Kjosa, husband of Jan 
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo  
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave  
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt 
Rocky Epperson, brother in-law of Lisa Goldsmith  
Larry Comer, husband of Janie 
Rod Heng, husband of Carol  
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy 
Chris Sievers and family 
Norman Thomas 
Ron Rauart 

http://www.stephen.org/prayer-line


Community News  

TOASTMASTERS ROMAN FORUM: Houston we have a problem! Are you taking 
yourself too seriously lately? Join us for our meeting on Wednesday, May 20 at from 
11:30—12:30. Speaker will be Tom Johnson. 
 

JOB OPENING AT ST. CHARLES BORROMEO: St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Gretna is 
hiring a full-time Director of Communications & Youth Ministry to lead parish 
communications, promote events, and coordinate youth programs, including retreats 
and mission trips. For more information or to apply, contact the parish office at 
parish@scbccomaha.org or 402-916-9730 by May 30.  
 

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL STRAWBERRY BRUNCH FUNDRAISER: Join the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha for its 17th Annual Strawberry Brunch 
on Saturday, June 13 at 10 AM at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. Enjoy brunch, 
auctions, raffles, and fellowship while supporting the downtown food pantry. 
Tickets are $75/person or $150/couple. Register at ssvpomaha.org.  

Celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary with the Knights of 
Columbus by Unfurling the Worlds Largest American Flag  
Join Knights of Columbus’ Patriotic Committee to Help Unfurl the World’s 
Largest American Flag! Sponsored by Patriotic Productions, this event 
requires over 650 people to help unfurl the flag. Scan the QR to sign up to 
join the Knights at this event. Find event details in the flyer below. 

Recognizing Those Who Have Served 
 

The Knights of Columbus 4th Degree would like to honor parishioners and their family 
members who have served, or are currently serving, in the United States Armed 
Forces, as well as First Responders. To recognize these heroes, the Knights will be 
collecting the names and dates of service of each individual following Masses on 
Memorial Day weekend, May 23–24. Those honored will be featured on a Memorial 
Table displayed in the Gathering Space in observance of D-Day Remembrance on June 
6 and Independence Day 250 on July 4.  



Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOF • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

402-830-2066
againstthecurrent.now.site/home

Family owned Company  
Since 1997

 
A+  Rating with the BBB

Roofing • Siding • Gutters 

402-894-0999	 www.andersonroofingne.com

Kitchen and Bath
Granite, Cabinet, & Flooring

7002 F. Street • Omaha
402-513-3241

www.a1kitchenandbath.com

18111 Q St # 104, Omaha | 402-891-2348 | nebfamilychiro.com

Dr. Katie Dischler 
Parishioner

A1 Flags, Poles
and Repair

Your One Stop Shop For Flags,
Flagpoles, Flagpole Repair Needs.

(402) 591-0934
www.a1flagspolesrepair.com

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Stephen Martyr, Omaha, NE	 02-0349

Christy Assman - Parishioner 
(402) 896-3300 

12660 Q Street, Omaha

Serving Omaha  
For Over 65 Years

www.hughestree.com

402-558-8198

402-880-0723
www.ohanawoodfloors.com

Erik Nawrocki-SSM Parishioner

Contact Karen Kaalberg
kkaalberg@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2142

814 Tara Plaza
Papillion, NE

402.934.3844
www.smallcakesomaha.com 



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com

omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

Life Insurance  • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance  • Retirement Annuities

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brian Ford, FIC

Field Agent
531-267-3310

brian.ford@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 
Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning | Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com
402-LAW-FIRM | https://mlnariklaw.com/omaha/

Create or donate to a fund that supports your 
parish, school or ministry year after year.

Start yours today!
catholicfuturene.org

Creating 
environments 
that form 
people.
bcdm.net

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Check out our...                Storm Proof Roof!

2% to St. Stephen the Martyr!

402-330-0911402-330-0911
lastimeexteriors.com
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Windows

The Area’s Most Experienced  
Stone-Coated Metal Roof Company!

Wind, Fire & Hail ResistantWind, Fire & Hail Resistant
“Next Time You Need a Roof, Make it the LASTIME”
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A+ HEARTLAND
CONCRETE

Driveway Specialists

402-731-2094

Nebraska

CatholicMatch.com/NE

Services Covered 100% Under Medicare:
In-Home Physicians’ Visits • Skilled Nursing Visits • Social Service Visits

Chaplain & Bereavement Visits • C.N.A Daily Visits Monday - Friday

Medication, Supplies & Durable Medical Equipment

(531) 999-2555 | HAVENHOSPICEINC.COM 
Available 24/7 •  Proud Parishioner/Member-Owned

Contact Karen Kaalberg
kkaalberg@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2142
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