
Pastor’s Message – From Father Dave
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is 
abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master 
of the harvest to send out laborers for His harvest.’”

This weekend we hear Jesus tell His disciples that there 
are so many people in the world that need to be guided 
by the light of the Gospel. As He looks out upon the huge crowd that is
pressing in on Him, he calls the twelve Apostles by name and gives them
authority to do His work in the world.

This call by Jesus to the Apostles to announce that the Kingdom of God is at
hand comes down to each one of us. By virtue of our Baptism, we are all
called to be workers that bring in the abundant harvest of God’s people.
This is our primary vocation, and then it is up to us, with the guidance and
grace of God, to discern how we are going to live out this Baptismal calling
in the circumstances of our lives.

At this time of year, we are especially mindful that the work of the harvest
often involves moments of transition. Within our own parish family, we
recognize and give thanks to the members of our parish staff who will be
moving into new parishes and ministries. We offer our gratitude to Father
Matthew Pohlman (Associate Pastor), Adam Ybarra (Director of Mission),
Amy Jones (Administrative Assistant), and Terri Samuelson (Rectory
Housekeeper). Their generosity and dedication have been a true blessing
to our community. While their transitions bring a sense of loss, they also
remind us that God continues to call laborers into different areas of His
vineyard.

Please keep these members of our parish staff in your prayers as they
begin new chapters in their service to the Church. With our prayerful
support, all who labor in the Lord’s vineyard will be strengthened and filled
with joy and hope as they continue their mission.

Let us continue to pray for all who serve the Church in ministry, especially
those who are called to respond generously to the needs of God’s people.
The life of service in the Church often includes moments of transition and
change, which can be both challenging and filled with grace. With our
prayerful support, those who labor in the Lord’s vineyard will be
strengthened and filled with joy and hope as they continue their mission.

"We are not called to serve merely in order to receive a reward, but
rather to imitate God, who made Himself a servant for our love. Nor
are we called to serve only now and again, but to live in serving.
Service is thus a way of life; indeed, it recapitulates the entire
Christian way of life: serving God in adoration and prayer; being open
and available; loving our neighbor with practical deeds; passionately
working for the common good." –Pope Francis

In Christ, 
Father Dave

June 14, 2026

Pray & Worship
Mass Schedule
   Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
   Saturday at 8:15 AM*
 

   Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
   9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM 
*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) 
and our website.
Private Prayer
  Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open     
  6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM   
  Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors   
  are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM   
  on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available   
  24/7 via door access code: 9675*
Exposed Adoration
  Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the   
  Month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space

Contact Us
Parish Office:
   Phone: (402) 896-9675  
   Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2
   Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675 | stephen.org
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


School News
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

Summer Playdates: Incoming Kindergarten and Early Childhood
students and their families are invited to join us at the playground for
playdates over the summer! Mark your calendars for the first playdate
of the summer on June 24th from 6-7 PM on the school playground.
Ice pops will be served! For future dates and more information, visit
school.stephen.org.
Gearing Up for Martyr Marathon: Our Home & School Association is
looking for volunteers to help with Martyr Marathon, our school’s
largest fundraiser of the year. It takes many volunteers in many
different roles to make our event a success! Interested in
volunteering? Email Leigh at ssmhomeandschool@gmail.com for more
information and to see how you can help! 
Now Hiring! St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic School is seeking Teacher
Associates for our first grade classrooms and substitute teachers to be
added to our sub list. If you are interested in either opportunity,
please contact Greg Verraneault, Assistant Principal, at (402) 896-0754
or g.verraneault@stephen.org. 

Religious Education
Vacation Bible School: Thank you to all who volunteered their time,
donated items, and prayed for our Parish Vacation Bible School. It was
a very successful week, and everyone had a wonderful time. Make
sure to check out our Parish Facebook page for videos of all the
exciting fun we had!
Please register for Fall Classes NOW before they fill up! Go to St.
Stephen the Martyr’s webpage at stephen.org/religious-education/ for
information and to register. Rel. Ed. Classes begin on August 25/26.
Is your child over 7 and in need of Baptism or First Communion?
Reach out to our Director of Religious Education Sandy Kimmey at
S.Kimmey@stephen.org for information about OCIA for Children.
Sunday morning sacrament classes for children begin after Labor Day.

Youth Ministry
Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us
Wednesday, June 17th from 8-9:30 PM for Adoration with Father
Tobias. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday!
Learn more at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays. 
Totus Tuus: Registration is now open for Totus Tuus, a Catholic
summer camp on July 20th—24th at St. Stephen. Students in grades
1st-6th grade may attend the day camp portion from 9 AM—2:30 PM.
Students in grades 7th—12th may attend the evening from 6:30 PM —
8:45 PM. Visit stephen.org/totus-tuus to register & learn more. 

Pray & Worship
Reconciliation
   Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM 
 

Baptism
   Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are   
   required to attend a preparation class. Contact the 
   parish office for information or visit: 
   stephen.org/sacraments.
 

Matrimony
  Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months  
  prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
  office for more information.
 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist
  Contact the parish office to make arrangements.
 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation
  Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at 
  (402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

Your financial support is vital to the
well-being of our church and school.
To make a gift simply scan the QR
code or go to stephen.org/give.
Offertory envelopes may also be
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street,
Omaha, NE 68135.

Financial Stewardship
Offertory & Online Giving 6/2 - 6/8/26:
  

   

  Financial data from 6/2 - 6/8, 2026 was not
  available at time of print. These numbers will be
  reported in next weekend’s bulletin.
 

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30
 

 Thank you for your generous giving! 

Congratulations, Newly Baptized!
Eleanor Rose Konicek, 

daughter of Christopher & Isabella

http://stephen.org/sacraments
mailto:a.ybarra@stephen.org


Join us for Summer Fun with Spirit Catholic Radio
St. Stephen the Martyr is excited to host Spirit
Catholic Radio’s Three Days of Summer Fun event on
Thursday, June 25, from 11 AM - 1 PM. Tune into
102.7 FM to listen to the fun! Stop by to say hello,
enjoy a free popsicle, pick up prayer cards and a
Sacred Heart of Jesus figurine, and enter for a chance
to win an Adventureland 4-pack of tickets. We hope
you'll join us for this fun summer event!

Now Hiring at St. Stephen the Martyr
Parish Receptionist: Seeking a friendly and organized full-time Parish
Receptionist to welcome parishioners and visitors while supporting the daily
work of the parish office and pastor. If you enjoy helping others feel at home in
a welcoming parish community, we would love to hear from you. Please send
your resume and brief cover letter to Juli at j.han@stephen.org.
Director of Evangelization: Saint Stephen the Martyr Parish in Omaha is
seeking a full-time Director of Evangelization to lead efforts in evangelization,
faith formation, and discipleship. This leadership role offers an exciting
opportunity to help form intentional disciples of Jesus Christ and advance the
parish’s mission. Submit your cover letter and resume to d.belt@stephen.org.
Part-time Housekeeper: Seeking a reliable part-time housekeeper to help
maintain a clean, peaceful, and welcoming rectory for our priests. We are
looking for someone who takes pride in their work and values a quiet,
respectful environment. To apply, email Father Dave at d.belt@stephen.org.

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim
Christ. Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more

about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Adam Ybarra at a.ybarra@stephen.org. 

Join our Parish Family
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 



Question: A member of my parish was
recently arrested for a white-collar
crime. I don’t approve of what he did,
but he is a great neighbor and a nice
person. How should I treat someone like
him?

Answer: There is a litany of expressions
that fit this situation: Everyone makes
mistakes. Hate the sin, love the sinner.
Judge not, lest you be judged. All of
these proverbs and sayings highlight the
fact that we are here to help each other
on the way to salvation. Our hope and
goal is that everyone grows in grace,
drawing closer to God and to the
promise of eternal life. Part of that
process is our struggle, collectively and
individually, with sin. And that is the ugly
part. Sin is not nice, pretty, or inviting
when laid out for all to see. Nor is it easy
for the person caught in the spotlight.

Kindness and support are not the same
thing as approval. We recognize that
good people can do bad things and in
their struggle, they need the help of
others. Our kindness is often the flicker
of hope that allows someone to face the
consequences of sin while focusing on
the promise of redemption. Your desire
to help and support your neighbor is the
response of grace to sin, and the same
response of Jesus to us. ©LPi

 Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7.
The code for access is 9675*.

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com

or (712) 551-6293. 

“The greatest love story of all time is
contained in a tiny, white host.” 

- Venerable Fulton Sheen 

Linen Ladies Needed!
St. Stephen the Martyr is seeking
several volunteers to help wash and
care for linens that are used during
Mass. Volunteers take linens home, care
for any stains, and follow protocol for
folding and caring for the linens used on
the altar and around the church. If you
are interested in volunteering, please
email s.jizba@stephen.org. Thank you
for considering serving the Lord in this
way!

Get to Know Venerable Father Edward Flanagan
Flyers available in Gathering Space to learn more! 

Father Edward Flanagan, founder of Boys Town, has been
declared “Venerable” by our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV,
which means that the Catholic Church recognizes his
“heroic virtue” and is one step closer to being declared a
Saint. His cause for canonization will progress with reported
miracles through his intercession. Please pick up a flyer in
the Gathering Space to learn more about this man who
changed the lives of so many. All are encouraged to seek his
intercession. Visit fatherflanagan.org to learn more about
Father Flanagan’s life and cause for canonization. 

Bishops Consecrate the U.S.A. to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
On Thursday, June 11, as part of the celebration of the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. bishops consecrated the

United States of America to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Prayer: O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus: You know the longings of our hearts, and you
desire that we enjoy friendship with you. From your pierced side, you have poured out
the wellspring of life, for which we thirst. Your heart burns with a love for all people to
return to a right relationship with you. We celebrate the abundant gifts you have given
this nation, founded on the self-evident truths that our Creator has endowed all people
with the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We make reparation for the
offenses against you and against human dignity that have taken place in this nation.
May our hearts be united to yours, so that our families and communities enjoy peace
and happiness; may broken relationships be reconciled, injustices repaired, and the

wounds of our land be healed. May your holy Catholic Church serve as a sign, pointing
all people to your infinite love. O Desire of Nations and Center of History, we ask you to

bless these United States of America. Who live and reign with God the Father in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us! 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!

Thanks for a Fun-Filled Vacation Bible School!

Volunteers Needed for Votive
Candle Replenishment
We are seeking a volunteer to help care
for the Votive Candles in the Daily Mass
Chapel on an ongoing basis.
Responsibilities include replacing
candles, cleaning the votive holders,
and helping maintain the chapel’s
peaceful and prayerful atmosphere. If
you are interested in learning more or
volunteering, please contact Melissa at
meli3773@ymail.com.

Our young parishioners encountered Christ in a wild way this week! Our Religious
Education staff put on a week of fun, adventure, and learning about Jesus during
Vacation Bible School: Rainforest Falls. They sang, ate snacks, played games, and most
importantly, "explored the Nature of God”! Thank you to all the adult and youth
volunteers and for making it a great week for our participants. Thank you most of all to
all our families for sending their children to Vacation Bible School. Always remember
how much God loves you! 



Pray for deceased souls of our parish:

Pray for those sick/injured/healing:

Donald Siner, husband of Anna
Vern Langel, father of Brian
Charlie Hough, son of Brian and Kate
Everett Lorkovic, child of Brent & Gina

Paul Richter, husband of Carol 
Randy Pfeifer, brother of Cheri
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith 
Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane 
Rebecca Updike, mom of Sandy (Kenny) Estee
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf
Cecelia Nelson, sister of Mary Spangler
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo 
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt
Rocky Epperson, brother-in-law of Lisa Goldsmith 
Larry Comer, husband of Janie
Rod Heng, husband of Carol 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy
Chris Sievers & family, Norman Thomas, 
Jerry Smith & Ron Rauart

How can we pray for YOU?
You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer
request to at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793. 

Weekly Prayer Mass Intentions
Saturday, June 13
 8:15 AM   †    Ginae Goldsberry Smith (MP)
 5:00 PM   †    John Legel (DB)
 

Sunday, June 14
 7:30 AM   SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
 9:00 AM   †   Mike Dallan (MP)
10:30 AM  †   Christy Buresh (MP)
 6:00 PM   †   Carole Loris Robbins (AS)
Monday, June 15
  6:30 AM        Communion Service
  8:15 AM   †   John Synowicki (AS)
    

Tuesday, June 16
  6:30 AM   SI  The Barnes Family (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Liz Gulizia (DB) 
 

Wednesday, June 17
  6:30 AM   †   August Boukal (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Erin Doll (DB) 
 

Thursday, June 18
  6:30 AM   †   Jenny Mallard (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Marcy Lackovic (DB) 
Friday, June 19
  6:30 AM   †   Paul Schnieders (DB) 
  8:15 AM   †   Ines Rivera (DB) 
Saturday, June 20
  8:15 AM   †   Ann Tiesi (DB)
  5:00 PM   †  Dora Isabel Rojos Gutierrez (MP)
  

Sunday, June 21
  7:30 AM   †   Jeffrey Kane, Jr (MP)
  9:00 AM   †   Al and Mary Ann Caniglia (DB)
10:30 AM  SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
  6:00 PM   †   Angelo Felici & Duane Rath (MP)

SI = Special Intention         † = Repose of the Soul

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; MP = Fr. Matthew Pohlman;
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman; AS = Fr. Andy Sohm

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 
If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please
contact Amy Jones in the parish office at
a.jones@stephen.org.

http://stephen.org/prayer-line


Community News
Roman Forum Toastmasters Upcoming Meeting: Let the celebration begin!
Join the Roman Forum Toastmasters as they celebrate America’s 250th Birthday
on Wednesday, June 17, from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM in the Parish Center. Come
enjoy this special commemorative gathering as we honor our nation’s history
and heritage. For more information, contact Tom Johnson at 402-598-4867.
Announcing the Little Way Nun Run 2026! High school and college-age young
women who are open to God's call in their lives are invited to join the Little Way
Nun Run, July 27–30, 2026. Accompanied by Fr. Marcus Knecht, participants will
travel through Minnesota and Iowa, visiting several religious communities,
including the Sisters of Mary, Morning Star; the Missionaries of Charity; the Pro
Ecclesia Sancta Sisters; the Carmelite Sisters of the Monastery of Our Lady of
Divine Providence; and the Society of Our Lady of the Trinity. Overnight
accommodations will be at the Franciscan Retreat Center in Prior Lake,
Minnesota. The cost is $125 per person. To register, contact Paula Bastian at
402-515-0767 or email paulabastian@cox.net.

Upcoming Primetimers Events
Save the Date for "Showdown at Sundown," a fun-filled melodrama at Mahoney
State Park on Sunday, July 26th at 3 PM. Following the show, we'll gather for
dinner at DJ's Dugout to continue the fun and fellowship. Additional details,
including ticket and dinner information, will be shared soon. 

mailto:paulabastian@cox.net

