St. Stephen the Martyr
CATHOLIC CHURCH

I. I Encounter, Know, Proclaim

Pray & Worship

Mass Schedule
Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM¥;
Saturday at 8:15 AM*

Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM,
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM

*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha)
and our website.

Private Prayer
Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open
6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-7:30 PM
Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors
are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM
on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available
24/7 via door access code: 9675*

Exposed Adoration
Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the
Month from 9 AM to Noon in the Worship Space

Contact Us

Parish Office:
Phone: (402) 896-9675
Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2
Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. Matthew Pohlman

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org.

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

FRIDAY, JULY 3RD
e Parish Offices closed
e First Friday Adoration

SATURDAY, JULY 4TH

e Patriotic Rosary & Reception
following 8:15 AM Mass
e No Food Pantry Drop-Off

God, source of all freedom, bless our
nation with peace and holiness. Amen.
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“Whoever gives only a cup of

cold water to one of these
little ones to drink because the
little one is a disciple--amen, |

say to you, he will surely not

lose his reward.” - Mt 10:42

Pastor’s Message — From Father Dave

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me'is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take
up his cross and follow me is not worthy of me...”

These words, spoken to the apostles by Jesus, sound kind of harsh. Why is
Jesus telling the apostles not to love their family? Why would loving father and
mother, brother and sister make a person “not worthy” of being called a
follower of Jesus?

The truth is that Jesus is not telling the Twelve to love their family less than
they do. What Jesus is saying is that their love for Him should surpass all
human love. When we prioritize our lives and who is important in our lives,
Jesus says that He should be “number 1.” Everything else and everyone else in
our life is secondary to the love that we share with Fesus Christ.

Think about how different our lives would be if we loved Jesus first. If we
strive to love the Lord with our entire being, then our love for Jesus would
have a profound effect on our love for family members and friends. The way
that we live our faith colors ever% aspect of our lives. Let us pray that this
summer may be a time of refreshment and renewal for us, so that we may
come to realize the blessings that have been shared with us by our generous
God. In turn, may we proclaim our gratitude in the way that we love Jesus
Christ and His holy people.

“The healing of the world is in its nameless saints. Each separate star seems
nothing, but a myriad scattered stars break up the night and make it
beautlful. " -Bayard Taylor

We thank Fr. Matthew for his faithful service as Associate Pastor at Saint
Stephen and for the many ways he has strengthened our parish through his
ministry. While we will miss him, we rejoice as he begins his new assignment
as Associate Pastor at Saint Patrick in Gretna, Campus Minister at Skutt
Catholic, and begins his studies in Canon Law through the Catholic University
of America in Washington, DC. Please keep Fr. Matthew in your prayers as he
begins this next chapter.

In Christ,
Father Dave

Thank you for bringing Christ to us by serving as
our Associate Pastor. Many blessings to you as
you embark on your next assignment.
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St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ.
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Reconciliation
Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM

Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are
required to attend a preparation class. Contact the
parish office for information or visit:
stephen.org/sacraments.

Matrimony
Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months
prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish
office for more information.

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist
Contact the parish office to make arrangements.

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation
Contact Adam Ybarra, Director of Mission, at
(402) 861-4507 or a.ybarra@stephen.org.

Offertory & Online Giving 6/16 - 6/22/26:

Actual: $41,033
Budget: $53,506
FYTD Actual: $2,666,739
FYTD Budget: $2,690,589

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1t June 30

Thank you for your generous giving!

Your financial support is vital to the -
well-being of our church and school. E-«-. @‘

To make a gift simply scan the QR ',';. -
code or go to stephen.org/give. ; 1
Offertory envelopes may also be ] w bl

mailed to our office: 16701 S Street, E 3
Omaha, NE 68135. .

Thank you to everyone who signed up to donate blood on June 13th.
Because of your generosity, we collected 60 units of bloodz the highest
total from any of our blood drives in the past two years! We are deeply
grateful for your willingness to help those in need. May God bless and
reward you for your generosity! Our next blood drive will be on Saturday,
August 15th. We hope to see you there again, and we encourage you to
bring a friend or family member along to share in this life-saving gift.

The faithfulis offerings to the Holy Father through
the Peterts Pence Collection are designated to
Church needs, humanitarian initiatives, and social
promotion projects, as well as to the support of the
Holy See. To learn more about the Peteris Pence
Collection, visit obolodisanpietro.va/en.html.

Scan the QR code to contribute online or \
place your offering in the collection baskets
at Mass. Thank you for your generosity.

United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

e Gearing Up for Martyr Marathon: Our Home & School Association is
looking for volunteers to help with Martyr Marathon, our schoolts
largest fundraiser of the year. It takes many volunteers in many
different roles to make our event a success! Interested in
volunteering? Email Leigh at ssmhomeandschool@gmail.com for more
information and to see how you can help!

¢ Join an Afternoon Preschool or PreK Class! We have a few openings
in the afternoon 3-day Preschool (3+) or 5-day PreK (4+) classes.
Preschool is M-W 12:25-3:15 PM and PreK is M-F 12:25 - 3:15 PM.
Please visit school.stephen.org/preschool for more information and to
learn how to apply.

e Summer Office Hours: The School Office is open from 8:30z 11:30
AM in June & July. You may also contact us by email at
school@stephen.org or at 402-896-0745.

¢ We still have room for your student! We still have space in some
classes for the 26-27 school year, including our afternoon PreK and
Kindergarten classes! Request a tour or apply at school.stephen.org/
admissions.

¢ Now Hiring Substitute Teachers: St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic
School is seeking substitute teachers to be added to our sub list. If you
are interested in either opportunity, please contact Greg Verraneault,
Assistant Principal, at (402) 896-0754 or g.verraneault@stephen.org.

¢ Please register for Fall Classes NOW before they fill up! Go to St.
Stephen the Martyris webpage at stephen.org/religious-education/ for
information and to register. Rel. Ed. Classes begin on August 25/26.

¢ Isyour child over 7 and in need of Baptism or First Communion?
Reach out to our Director of Religious Education Sandy Kimmey at
S.Kimmey@stephen.org for information about OCIA for Children.
Sunday morning sacrament classes for children begin after Labor Day.

¢ Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us
Wednesday, July 1st from 8-9:30 PM at St. Wenceslaus. All 9th-12th
graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Learn more at
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.

e Totus Tuus: Registration is open for Totus Tuus, a Catholic summer
camp on July 20thz 24th at St. Stephen. Students in grades 1st-6th
grade may attend the day camp portion from 9 AMz 2:30 PM.
Students in grades 7thz 12th may attend the evening from 6:30 PM z
8:45 PM. Visit stephen.org/totus-tuus to register & learn more.
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