
Pastor’s Message – From Father Dave
“I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for 
although you have hidden these things from the wise and
the learned you have revealed them to little ones.”

Today we hear Jesus offering a prayer of praise to His Father in heaven.
Jesus is proclaiming the paradox that the “wise and the learned” know
nothing about the riches that God has to offer to us. Rather, it is the poor,
the outcast, and the helpless who have seen the glory of God revealed
through the love of Jesus Christ.

Being people of the kingdom has nothing to do with how much we know or
how many books we read on Church teaching, morality, or spirituality.
People of the kingdom of heaven are those who know God’s love and
mercy because they are in need of God’s presence and generosity. Those in
the world who know what it means to be without shelter, food, clothing,
freedom, and dignity are also those who are able to see God revealed in
their lives. Sadly, the ones who set themselves up as experts and those
who are powerful, wealthy, and famous will probably miss God’s revelation
of love because they rely too much upon themselves.

If we want to know God and experience His abundant life, we won’t find it
hiding in a book or in money or popularity. We find God when we listen to
the voice of Jesus Christ and follow Him wherever He leads. For Jesus
promises that if we take His “yoke” upon ourselves and learn from Him, we
will indeed find rest. And for that reason, we give praise to our heavenly
Father.

“If you are humble, nothing will touch you, neither praise nor disgrace,
because you know what you are.” –Saint Theresa of Calcutta

We welcome Father John Norman to our parish this weekend. Ordained
a priest of the Archdiocese of Omaha in 2013, Father Norman began his
duties here at Saint Stephen on July 1. Most recently, he served as
pastor of the Catholic Parishes in Partnership family of parishes. I know
you will offer Father Norman a warm welcome, and also know that you
will pray for the both of us, as we give our very best to serve the needs
of our parish community.

In Christ, 
Father Dave

July 5, 2026

Pray & Worship
Mass Schedule
   Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
   Saturday at 8:15 AM*
 

   Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
   9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM 
*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) 
and our website.
Private Prayer
  Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open     
  6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM–7:30 PM   
  Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors   
  are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM   
  on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available   
  24/7 via door access code: 9675*
Exposed Adoration
  Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the   
  Month from 9 AM to Noon in the Worship Space

Contact Us
Parish Office:
   Phone: (402) 896-9675  
   Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2
   Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. John Norman
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675 | stephen.org
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 
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