
Pastor’s Message – From Father Dave
“My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and 
go. What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? Or 
am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you 
envious because I am generous?”

This Gospel always seems to get people stirred up. Why should the
latecomers to the vineyard get the exact same wage as those who went
early in the morning? It is believed that this parable is addressed to those
people who didn’t like the fact that Jesus was receiving tax collectors and
other notorious sinners into His life. There were a number of self-righteous
people that believed that it wasn’t fair that these terrible sinners, these
outcasts of society, should be given the gift of forgiveness and should be
accepted into the mainstream of society.

We humans have a particular view of what is fair and isn’t fair. The problem
is that God’s understanding of fairness is very different than ours. This
parable teaches us that God is in charge and that He showers down His
grace on everybody—early risers and latecomers. Even people who
squandered their gifts and their lives will always have an opportunity to
repent and receive eternal life.

Jesus is trying to reverse our thinking today about fairness and about how
God works. We must always remember the bottom line of this parable:
God’s rewards are not earned. They are always gifts.

“No one has the right to sit down and feel hopeless. There is too much
work to do.” – Dorothy Day

In Christ,
Father Dave

September 20, 2026

Pray & Worship
Mass Schedule
   Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
   Saturday at 8:15 AM*
 

   Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
   9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM 
*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) 
and our website.
Private Prayer
  Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open     
  6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-7:30 PM   
  Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors   
  are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM   
  on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available   
  24/7 via door access code: 9675*
Exposed Adoration
  Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the   
  month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space

Contact Us
Parish Office:
   Phone: (402) 896-9675  
   Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2
   Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. John Norman
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675 | stephen.org
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


School News
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.
Martyr Marathon Fundraiser: Our only fundraiser of the year, 
Martyr Marathon “Rock the Walk”, was a rock ‘n’ roll success! You 
can still donate to our school by scanning the QR or visiting
school.stephen.org/martyr-marathon. 

Religious Education
Confirmation Meeting: All school and Religious Education 8  grade
students AND parents are asked to join us for a Confirmation meeting
on Monday, September 21  at 7 PM in the Dining Room. Students and
parents will learn important dates, student requirements, and retreat
information for Confirmation. Reach out to Christie at
cahinton@stephen.org with questions.

th

st

Reconciliation Meeting: All school and Religious Education 2  grade
parents are asked to join us for a Reconciliation meeting on Monday,
September 28  at 7 PM in the Dining Room. Parents will receive a
Family Preparation packet that they will complete at home with their
child to prepare for this special sacrament. Please reach out to Sandy at
s.kimmey@stephen.org with questions.

nd

th

Catechetical Sunday: September 20 . All catechists and religious
educators who generously share the teachings of the Catholic faith will
be invited to receive a blessing during all Masses and take a prayer card
from the Gathering Space table following Mass.

th

New to the parish and have K-8  grade children in the public
school system? We would love to share our Catholic faith and
traditions with them! Visit our Religious Education registration page at
stephen.org/reregistration/. We offer traditional Catechist-led classes, a
Parent-led home-based program, as well as OCIC for children new to
the faith or missing sacraments.

th

Youth Ministry
Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us on
Wednesday, September 23  from 8-9:30 PM in the Parish Center. All 9 -
12  graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Learn more at
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.

rd th
th

Middle School Youth Group: All 6 -8  graders are invited to join us
Tuesday nights from 6:30-8 PM! Join us on Sept. 22  as we kick off the
school year! Learn more at stephen.org.

th th
nd

Pray & Worship
Reconciliation
   Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM 
 

Baptism
   Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are   
   required to attend a preparation class. Contact the 
   parish office for information or visit: 
   stephen.org/sacraments.
 

Matrimony
  Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months  
  prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
  office for more information.
 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist
  Contact the parish office to make arrangements.
 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation
  Contact Brooke Keller, Director of Evangelization, at 
  (402) 861-4507 or bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Your financial support is vital to the
well-being of our church and school.
To make a gift simply scan the QR
code or go to stephen.org/give.
Offertory envelopes may also be
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street,
Omaha, NE 68135.

Financial Stewardship
Offertory & Online Giving 9/8 - 9/14/2026:
    
 
          Actual:                                  $57,796
          Budget:                                $54,444
 
          FYTDA:                                 $504,933 
          FYTDB:                                 $575,556

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30
 

 Thank you for your generous giving! 

https://school.stephen.org/martyr-marathon
mailto:cahinton@stephen.org
mailto:s.kimmey@stephen.org
https://stephen.org/witness
https://stephen.org/
http://stephen.org/sacraments


Now Hiring: Administrative Assistant

and department-led special events. This is a full-time position requiring 30
hours/week with additional hours required during special events/sacraments.
Click below for details on how to apply! Contact Sandy Kimmey, Director of
Religious Education s.kimmey@stephen.org with questions.

Take Action to Protect Mothers and
Babies from the Abortion Pill
The United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops are calling Catholics to help stop
dangerous abortion drugs. In Nebraska, over
80% of abortions are chemical abortions
administered through a two-pill process. The
action items call on Catholics to 1) tell major US
pharmacies (like Walgreens and CVS) to stop
selling the abortion pill; 2) call on the US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) to reverse its
approval of mifepristone (the first of two pills
used in the chemical abortion process); and 3)
ask Congress to act on legislation which would
rescind the FDA’s approval of mifepristone and
allow mothers to file private lawsuits against
manufacturers of abortion drugs. Use 
the QR to sign the petition. Thank you 
for advocating for the innocent and
a more just society. 

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim
Christ. Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more

about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Brooke Keller at bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Join our Parish Family
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 

The Religious Education team is seeking an
energetic individual to manage the Rel Ed office,
handle administrative needs for Rel Ed classes as
well as parish sacraments, and assist and coordinate
Rel Ed volunteers and catechists. This position also
assists with coordinating Vacation Bible School

mailto:s.kimmey@stephen.org


 Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7. The
code for access is 9675*.

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com or

(712) 551-6293. 

Celebrate Priesthood Sunday! Please
bring a card or note of appreciation for
Father Dave and Father John as we honor
their faithful service to our parish and the
Church on Sunday, September 27 .th

Question: November 9 is the feast of the
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in
Rome. What is the significance of this
feast?

Answer: Every diocese has a mother
church, the bishop’s cathedral, where the
diocesan church gathers and celebrates.
The cathedral is the seat of the bishop’s
authority over the diocese. That authority
is intended to be one of service to God’s
people, shepherding and guiding them in
a truly pastoral mode.

The pope is first and foremost the Bishop
of Rome, as well as the head of the
Roman Catholic Church. St. John Lateran
is his cathedral, and its prominence
derives from that reality. St. John Lateran
Cathedral traces its origins to Emperor
Constantine, who converted a portion of
the Laterani family palace into a church,
and gave it to Pope Sylvester (314–335) as
the papal church and residence; St. John
refers to the two saints in whose honor
the church is dedicated, John the Baptist
and John the Evangelist. It became known
as the cathedral of the pope, and its
facade’s inscription refers to it as “the
Mother and Head of all Churches, in the
City and of the World.” The universal
celebration of this feast emphasizes unity
among Roman Catholics as they unite
with the chair of Peter. ©LPi



Pray for deceased souls of our parish:

Pray for those sick/injured/healing:
Brandon Visek, son of Gary & Teri
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith 
Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane 
Rebecca Updike, mother of Sandy (Kenny) Estee
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf
Cecelia Nelson, sister of Mary Spangler
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo 
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt
Rocky Epperson, brother-in-law of Lisa Goldsmith 
Larry Comer, husband of Janie
Rod Heng, husband of Carol 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy
Chris Sievers & family, Norman Thomas, 
Jerry Smith & Ron Rauart

Scott Long, husband of Jane
Tom McLaughlin, husband of Terri
Gerald Trumm, husband of Roselyn Trumm
Cathy Loyett, sister of Paul & Carol Richter
Carole Stickels, mother of Jen Smith
Kathleen Jorgensen, mother of Kaye John

How can we pray for YOU?
You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer

request at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793. 

Weekly Prayer Mass Intentions
Saturday, September 19
  8:15 AM    SI  James Gninefou & Adaku Gninefou (DB)
  5:00 PM   †   Marcy Lackovic (DB)
Sunday, September 20
  7:30 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (JN)
  9:00 AM   SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
10:30 AM   †   Gene Eckel (DB)
  6:00 PM   †   John Legel (JN)
Monday, September 21
  6:30 AM   †   Jeffrey Kane, Jr (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Michael Bazant (JN)
Tuesday, September 22
  6:30 AM   †   Bill Knudsen (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Claudia & Dan Britten (JN) 
 

Wednesday, September 23
  6:30 AM   †   Mary Grohmann (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Randy Hassler (JN)
  

Thursday, September 24
  6:30 AM   †   Claude & Sharon Welch (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Jane Schuyler (DB)
Friday, September 25
  6:30 AM   †   Forrest Ramsey, Jr. (DB) 
  8:15 AM   †   Mary Ann Suto (JN) 
Saturday, September 26
  8:15 AM    †   Astrid Ferony (JN)
  5:00 PM   †   Helen Baughman (DB)
  

Sunday, September 27
  7:30 AM   SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
  9:00 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (JN)
10:30 AM   †   Judy Zegers (JN)
  6:00 PM   †   Alice Tupper (AS)

SI = Special Intention         † = Repose of the Soul

DB = Fr. Dave Belt; JN = Fr. John Norman; 
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm 

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please
contact Melissa Payne in the parish office at
mdpayne@stephen.org.

Observances for the week of
September 20, 2026
Sunday:                            25  Sunday in Ordinary Time;      th

                                            Catechetical Sunday

Monday:                                  St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist;
                                            National Migration Week   
                     
Wednesday:                    St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest                                                                
                                        
Saturday:                               Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 

Next Sunday:                       26  Sunday in Ordinary Time; th

                                            Priesthood Sunday 

http://stephen.org/prayer-line


Community News

Free for parishioners! 

Catholic movies, shows, studies, and more for all ages

Get the Formed app for your device or tv today!

Catholic Cemeteries is hosting a Pre-Planning and Funeral Rites
Workshop on October 10  at 10:30 AM in our Calvary Cemetery office,
7710 W. Center Rd. This workshop will demonstrate how faith, liturgy and
practical cemetery planning can assist you in the immediacy of death of a
loved one. To register or to receive more information, please contact
Deacon Jim Tardy at 402-391-3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com. Catholic
Cemeteries, our faith is at the heart of all that we do.

th

Parish Office Construction Notice
Construction work will take place in the Parish Office over the next couple of
weeks. New security cameras will be installed in the hallway and at the
entrance to the Parish Office and additional projects will take place to give
our Parish Office a welcoming refresh. Thank you for your patience and
understanding during this work.



Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOF • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

402-830-2066
againstthecurrent.now.site/home

Family owned Company  
Since 1997

 
A+  Rating with the BBB

Roofing • Siding • Gutters 

402-894-0999	 www.andersonroofingne.com

Kitchen and Bath
Granite, Cabinet, & Flooring

7002 F. Street • Omaha
402-513-3241

www.a1kitchenandbath.com

18111 Q St # 104, Omaha | 402-891-2348 | nebfamilychiro.com

Dr. Katie Dischler 
Parishioner

A1 Flags, Poles
and Repair

Your One Stop Shop For Flags,
Flagpoles, Flagpole Repair Needs.

(402) 591-0934
www.a1flagspolesrepair.com
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Christy Assman - Parishioner 
(402) 896-3300 

12660 Q Street, Omaha

Serving Omaha  
For Over 65 Years

www.hughestree.com

402-558-8198

402-880-0723
www.ohanawoodfloors.com

Erik Nawrocki-SSM Parishioner

• Home Additions 
• Decks  
• Concrete Patios 
• Porches

Marco Rojo - Parishioner
402-598-7569 www.gigisomaha.com

16811 Burke Street #115
Omaha, NE

402.991.9010



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com

omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 
Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning | Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com
402-LAW-FIRM | https://mlnariklaw.com/omaha/

Create or donate to a fund that supports your 
parish, school or ministry year after year.

Start yours today!
catholicfuturene.org

Creating 
environments 
that form 
people.
bcdm.net

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Check out our...                Storm Proof Roof!

2% to St. Stephen the Martyr!

402-330-0911402-330-0911
lastimeexteriors.com
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Windows

The Area’s Most Experienced  
Stone-Coated Metal Roof Company!

Wind, Fire & Hail ResistantWind, Fire & Hail Resistant
“Next Time You Need a Roof, Make it the LASTIME”
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A+ HEARTLAND
CONCRETE

Driveway Specialists

402-731-2094

Services Covered 100% Under Medicare:
In-Home Physicians’ Visits • Skilled Nursing Visits • Social Service Visits

Chaplain & Bereavement Visits • C.N.A Daily Visits Monday - Friday

Medication, Supplies & Durable Medical Equipment

(531) 999-2555 | HAVENHOSPICEINC.COM 
Available 24/7 •  Proud Parishioner/Member-Owned

Contact Karen Kaalberg
kkaalberg@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2142

Life Insurance  • Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Brian P. Ford, FIC, FICF, CLTC

Field Agent
Mobile: 531-267-3310
brian.ford@kofc.org • 11320 Q St | Omaha NE 68137

Need a Plumber? Need a Plumber? 

Thank you for supporting a local 
family-owned company!

Honest Plumbing at a Fair Price.

402-575-0102 
www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

FAMILY OWNED

11602 West Center Road, Suite 100, Omaha, NE 68144

info@trupathhomecare.com
www.trupathhomecare.com
(402) 320-5329
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	7:30 AM   SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
	9:00 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (JN)
	10:30 AM   †   Judy Zegers (JN)
	6:00 PM   †   Alice Tupper (AS)
	SI = Special Intention         † = Repose of the Soul
	DB = Fr. Dave Belt; JN = Fr. John Norman;
	AS = Fr. Andy Sohm
	Please note: Priest schedule subject to change
	If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact Melissa Payne in the parish office at mdpayne@stephen.org.

	Pray for deceased souls of our parish:
	Gerald Trumm, husband of Roselyn Trumm

	Pray for those sick/injured/healing:
	Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith
	Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane
	Rebecca Updike, mother of Sandy (Kenny) Estee
	Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa
	Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf

	Parish Office Construction Notice
	Community News
	Catholic Cemeteries is hosting a Pre-Planning and Funeral Rites Workshop on October 10th at 10:30 AM in our Calvary Cemetery office, 7710 W. Center Rd. This workshop will demonstrate how faith, liturgy and practical cemetery planning can assist you in the immediacy of death of a loved one. To register or to receive more information, please contact Deacon Jim Tardy at 402-391-3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com. Catholic Cemeteries, our faith is at the heart of all that we do.


	Free for parishioners!
	Catholic movies, shows, studies, and more for all ages
	Get the Formed app for your device or tv today!


