
Pastor’s Message – From Father Dave
“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?”…
 Jesus said to them, “Then repay to Caesar what belongs
 to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”

By asking this question, the Pharisees were not seeking legal advice from
Jesus. Their true intent was to trap him. Either way He answered, Jesus
would place Himself in grave danger with some authority. If He said, “No,
you should not pay,” the Roman police would arrest Him. If He said, “Yes,
you should pay,” He would be caught by His own people as one who
collaborated with the Roman Empire. They wanted to catch Him, to find a
reason to get rid of Him.

The answer that Jesus gave stays with us even today: “Give to the emperor
what is of the emperor, and give to God what is God’s.” Jesus tells us that
we must give to God what carries God’s face; give to God what is created
in His image. So, what IS created in God’s image? What is imprinted with
God’s face? What does God expect us to give to Him? Not a Church, not
money, not lists of prayers, not the countless meetings and activities that
take place in the parish. God expects us to give Him ALL that is good; ALL
that can help others; ALL that will make a positive difference in the world
today. If there are starving children and refugees, sick people who are
ignored, poor people who have no means of educating their children,
people who are dying alone, we should not rest.

We must give to God what belongs to God, namely, our very lives. We are
all created in the image and likeness of God. The face of God is imprinted
on our hearts. Jesus tells us today that we must give ourselves back to
God by serving the needs of others. We can only serve one master, and
that Master is God, who has given us every good thing on the earth.

“Let all Christians appreciate their special and personal vocation in the
political community. This vocation requires that they give conspicuous
example of devotion to the sense of duty and of service to the
advancement of the common good.” – Vatican Council II, ‘The Church
Today’

In Christ,
Father Dave

October 18, 2026

Pray & Worship
Mass Schedule
   Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
   Saturday at 8:15 AM*
 

   Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
   9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM 
*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) 
and our website.
Private Prayer
  Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open     
  6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-7:30 PM   
  Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors   
  are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM   
  on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available   
  24/7 via door access code: 9675*
Exposed Adoration
  Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the   
  month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space

Contact Us
Parish Office:
   Phone: (402) 896-9675  
   Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2
   Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. John Norman
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675 | stephen.org
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 

Congratulations, Newly Baptized!
Lyla Ann Porter,

daughter of Dayne and Miranda
Sofia Isabella Karstrom,

daughter of Andrew and Belen

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


School News
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Thursday,
October 22 . Find signups in the Martyr Messenger sent on Oct. 8 .
We appreciate your collaboration and want nothing but the best for
all our students. We look forward to meeting with you!

nd th

Fall Break: There will be no school Oct. 22-26 . Classes resumes on
Oct. 27 . 

th
th

Fall Family Frolic: Join us at Vala’s Pumpkin Patch on Monday,
October 26  from 11 AM-4 PM for our annual Fall Family Frolic,
hosted by our Home & School Association. Your family is responsible
for admission at the door, no advance ticket purchase is required. We
have the Jack O’Lantern Party Barn reserved for a SSM meet-up space
and we’ll provide s’mores from 1-3 PM! Wear your SSM spirit or
Martyr Marathon shirt, grab your friends and join us for lots of St.
Stephen family fun!

th

Religious Education
Pancake Breakfast TODAY Sunday, Oct. 18 : Support Religious
Education! Stop in after Mass and enjoy breakfast with your family.
Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for your generous support of
the Rel Ed program!

th

Raise some “dough” for Religious Education! The Rel. Ed.
department is selling frozen cookie dough from The Cookie 

      Company now through November 11 . Scan the QR codeth

      to order online!   
RSVP for Rel Ed Family Mass Oct. 27  & 28 : All Religious Education
families are asked to celebrate Mass together at 5:30 PM on Tuesday
or Wednesday. Following Mass, families will gather in the Dining
Room for a Pizza & Potluck dinner. Please RSVP and sign up

th th

      to bring a side dish or to volunteer by scanning this QR code: 
      This event replaces regular classes this week. Please join us
      on whichever evening works best for your entire family!

Youth Ministry
Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us on
Wednesday, October 21  from 8-9:30 PM at Wenceslaus. All 9 -12
graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Learn more at
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.

st th th

Middle School Youth Group: All 6 -8  graders are invited to Middle
School Youth Group on Tuesday nights from 6:30-8 PM! Join us
October 20  to spend time with friends, grow in your faith, and have
fun! No Youth Group October 27  due to RE Family Masses. Learn
more at stephen.org.

th th

th
th

World Mission Sunday Collection
The first worldwide Mission Sunday collection took
place October 1927. The annual collection is always
held toward the end of October. The day is
celebrated in all the local Churches, so Christians all
over the world can recognize their 
common responsibility with regard to the
evangelization of the world. Please place 
your contribution in the collection basket
 or scan the QR code to donate online. 
Thank you for your generosity!  

Congratulations, Newly Married!
 Emily Vanwerden and Elie Elkahwaji

 Our faith community wishes you many blessings! 

Pray & Worship
Reconciliation
   Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM 
 

Baptism
   Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are   
   required to attend a preparation class. Contact the 
   parish office for information or visit: 
   stephen.org/sacraments.
 

Matrimony
  Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months  
  prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
  office for more information.
 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist
  Contact the parish office to make arrangements.
 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation
  Contact Brooke Keller, Director of Evangelization, at 
  (402) 861-4507 or bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Your financial support is vital to the
well-being of our church and school.
To make a gift simply scan the QR
code or go to stephen.org/give.
Offertory envelopes may also be
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street,
Omaha, NE 68135.

Financial Stewardship
Offertory & Online Giving 10/6-10/12/2026:
    
 
          Actual:                                  $40,696
          Budget:                                $52,688
 
          FYTDA:                                 $696,811
          FYTDB:                                 $790,323

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30
 

 Thank you for your generous giving! 

https://stephen.org/witness
https://stephen.org/
http://stephen.org/sacraments


St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim
Christ. Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more

about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Brooke Keller at bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Join our Parish Family
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 



 Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7.
The code for access is 9675*.

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com

or (712) 551-6293. 

“A Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration is
the best way to grow spiritually (outside

of Mass).” — St. Pope Paul VI

Question: Why don’t Catholics add the
“For yours is the Kingdom ...” prayer at
the end of the Our Father like Protestants
do? Where did it come from?

Answer: The conclusion of the Lord’s
Prayer that you refer to is called a
doxology, which is a prayer of glory and
praise. This particular doxology we do use
in the Mass. After the Our Father, the
priest prays the prayer that begins,
“Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every
evil...” and the people respond with the
doxology. The doxology is not found in
the Bible, but it is very ancient. It was first
found in The Didache, also called “The
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,” which
dates probably from about the year AD
90. It was a letter of instruction to early
converts to Christianity. Protestantism
dates only to the sixteenth century, so the
doxology is actually a Catholic prayer.
Some scholars and the catechism (#2760)
indicate that the doxology was connected
to the celebration of the Eucharist and
was not used apart from it.

Remember, both the Lord’s Prayer and
the Eucharist were part of the “mysteries
of faith,” things taught only to believers.
Ironically, a remnant of a prayer used
during the celebration of the Eucharist
has comes to be used widely by many
Christian churches that do not celebrate
the Eucharist! Truth is indeed stranger
than fiction! ©LPi

What Do We Do in
Adoration?
Scan to Learn More 
with Fr. Josh Johnson



Pray for deceased souls of our parish:

Pray for those sick/injured/healing:
Brandon Visek, son of Gary & Teri
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith 
Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane 
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf
Cecelia Nelson, sister of Mary Spangler
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo 
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt
Rocky Epperson, brother-in-law of Lisa Goldsmith 
Larry Comer, husband of Janie
Rod Heng, husband of Carol 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy
Chris Sievers & family
Norman Thomas
Jerry Smith
Ron Rauart

Billie Watsabaugh, mother of Amy
Anthony "Gene" Fees, husband of Susan

How can we pray for YOU?
You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer

request at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793. 

Weekly Prayer Mass Intentions
Saturday, October 17
   8:15 AM   †   Cathy Burkhard (DB)
   5:00 PM   †   Florence Moseke (JN)
Sunday, October 18
  7:30 AM   †   Patty Zahm (JN)
  9:00 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (DB)
10:30 AM  SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
  6:00 PM   †   Charles & Marie Werp (DH)
Monday, October 19
  6:30 AM   †   Robert Ward (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Marcy Lackovic (JN)
Tuesday, October 20
  6:30 AM   †   Bill Knudsen (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Everett Lorkovic (JN) 
 

Wednesday, October 21
  6:30 AM   †   Jeffrey Kane, Jr (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Don Schaefer (JN)
Thursday, October 22
  6:30 AM   †   Mary Grohmann (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Jane Schuyler (DB)
Friday, October 23
  6:30 AM   †   Forrest Ramsey, Jr. (DB) 
  8:15 AM   †   Lisa Venner (JN) 
Saturday, October 24
   8:15 AM   †   Don Schaefer (JN)
  5:00 PM   SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
  

Sunday, October 25
  7:30 AM   †   Don Schaefer (DB)
  9:00 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (JN)
10:30 AM   †   Gene Zywiec (JN)
  6:00 PM   †   John Synowicki (DH)
SI = Special Intention         † = Repose of the Soul
DB = Fr. Dave Belt; JN = Fr. John Norman; 
AS = Fr. Andy Sohm; GO = Fr. Gary Ostrander; DH =
Fr. Denny Hanneman

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please
contact Melissa Payne in the parish office at
mdpayne@stephen.org.

Observances for the week of
October 18, 2026
Sunday:            29  Sunday in Ordinary Time; Worldth

                            Mission Sunday
 
Monday:              Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, 
                            Priests, and Companions, Martyrs;
                            St. Peter of Alcantara 

Tuesday:             St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 

Thursday:        St. Paul of the Cross, Priest         
                            
Friday:              St. John of Capistrano, Priest          

Saturday:          St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop 

Next Sunday:  30  Sunday in Ordinary Time            th

http://stephen.org/prayer-line


Scholarship Opportunity: The Omaha Urban Area of Catholic Women
(OUCCW) offers a $500 scholarship and a $250 honorable mention
award for Catholic high school senior girls. The winning application will
also compete for a $750 archdiocesan scholarship. Applications are
available through high school guidance counselors and must be mailed
to Cathy Vak, 3255 S. 77th Street, Omaha, NE 68124, by January 15 ,
2027. Questions? Call (402) 391-0484.

th

Community News

Serra Club Rosary & Mass to Pray for Vocations: All are invited to
join the Serra Club of West Omaha at St. Stephen the Martyr on
Monday, Oct. 19 , at 5 PM for a Rosary and Mass to Pray for Vocations,
celebrated by Father Harry Buse with Deacon Tom Deall. A meeting and
mixer will follow at 6:15 PM, featuring a talk by Deacon Tom on the
North American Martyrs. Light refreshments will be provided. Help
support vocations to the priesthood and consecrated religious life in
the Archdiocese of Omaha. 

th

Toastmasters: Join us for a special Halloween-themed Toastmasters
meeting on Wednesday, October 21 , from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM in
the Parish Center. Guests are welcome! For more information, contact
Tom Johnson at 402-598-4867.

st

October is Respect Life Month
Visit stephen.org/respect-life for all Respect Life Month Activities

“The Way” through Grief: If you or someone you love are going
through the journey of grief, Catholic Cemeteries is offering a grief
seminar “The Way” through Grief. This seminar consists of six two-hour
sessions beginning at 10:30 AM on Saturday November 14  through
December 19 . Through prayerful reflection and guided fellowship, we
offer a journey from life in grief to the life our Lord wishes for each of
us. To register or for more information, contact Deacon Jim Tardy at
402-391-3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com. Catholic Cemeteries, our
Faith is at the heart of all that we do!

th

th

mailto:jtardy@catholiccem.com


Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

	 72nd Street Chapel	 Southwest Chapel 
	 1702 N. 72nd St.	 6505 S. 144th St. 
	 391-2171	 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

Tiburon Golf Club 
and 

Banquet Facilities
10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

Proud Parishioner

17055 Frances St, Ste 102	 (402) 557-5862 
Omaha, NE 68130	 frostperio.com

Make the right

ROOFING | SIDING 
GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!

Tony Schmitz
Agent & Parishioner

402-895-3663
tschmitz@farmersagent.com

Steve Orsi
Parishioner

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOF • MOLD 

www.carlsonrestoration.com

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
402.884.8880 • 180th & Center

www.DrCandi.com

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

402-830-2066
againstthecurrent.now.site/home

Family owned Company  
Since 1997

 
A+  Rating with the BBB

Roofing • Siding • Gutters 

402-894-0999	 www.andersonroofingne.com

Kitchen and Bath
Granite, Cabinet, & Flooring

7002 F. Street • Omaha
402-513-3241

www.a1kitchenandbath.com

18111 Q St # 104, Omaha | 402-891-2348 | nebfamilychiro.com

Dr. Katie Dischler 
Parishioner

A1 Flags, Poles
and Repair

Your One Stop Shop For Flags,
Flagpoles, Flagpole Repair Needs.

(402) 591-0934
www.a1flagspolesrepair.com
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Christy Assman - Parishioner 
(402) 896-3300 

12660 Q Street, Omaha

Serving Omaha  
For Over 65 Years

www.hughestree.com

402-558-8198

402-880-0723
www.ohanawoodfloors.com

Erik Nawrocki-SSM Parishioner

• Home Additions 
• Decks  
• Concrete Patios 
• Porches

Marco Rojo - Parishioner
402-598-7569 www.gigisomaha.com

16811 Burke Street #115
Omaha, NE

402.991.9010



It ALL Starts With Us

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com

omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S 
Rick Carstens D.D.S. 

Amanda Snyder D.D.S. 
Jamie Bass D.D.S. 

 
402-330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Chris Maher, CEO & 
Chairman of the Board

St. Stephen the Martyr Parishioner

You can
EXPECT MORE

from

Proudly supports the Archdiocese of Omaha

www.PremierBankNE.com 402.558.8000

Dustin Ourada
Proud Parishioner

402-885-4562 Call/Text
dourada@farmersagent.com

LISA MCGUIRE KELLY 

SSM Parishioner & School Parent  
402-301-3204 

lisamcguirekelly.npdodge.com

WADE FROHLOFF, Local Parishioner
402 850-3338

IDEAL-PAINTING.COM

402-706-1483
BLAZE MONTAG

SSM Parishioner & 
School Parent

www.jsquaredplumbingincne.com

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 
Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning | Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com
402-LAW-FIRM | https://mlnariklaw.com/omaha/

Create or donate to a fund that supports your 
parish, school or ministry year after year.

Start yours today!
catholicfuturene.org

Creating 
environments 
that form 
people.
bcdm.net

Katie Braga
Personal Stylist 
& Color Analysis

SSM Parishioner  
& Columbkille Alum

katie.braga@houseofcolour.com

402.699.2696

Check out our...                Storm Proof Roof!

2% to St. Stephen the Martyr!

402-330-0911402-330-0911
lastimeexteriors.com
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Windows

The Area’s Most Experienced  
Stone-Coated Metal Roof Company!

Wind, Fire & Hail ResistantWind, Fire & Hail Resistant
“Next Time You Need a Roof, Make it the LASTIME”

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Stephen Martyr, Omaha, NE	 02-0349

A+ HEARTLAND
CONCRETE

Driveway Specialists

402-731-2094

Services Covered 100% Under Medicare:
In-Home Physicians’ Visits • Skilled Nursing Visits • Social Service Visits

Chaplain & Bereavement Visits • C.N.A Daily Visits Monday - Friday

Medication, Supplies & Durable Medical Equipment

(531) 999-2555 | HAVENHOSPICEINC.COM 
Available 24/7 •  Proud Parishioner/Member-Owned

Contact Karen Kaalberg
kkaalberg@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2142

Life Insurance  • Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Brian P. Ford, FIC, FICF, CLTC

Field Agent
Mobile: 531-267-3310
brian.ford@kofc.org • 11320 Q St | Omaha NE 68137

Need a Plumber? Need a Plumber? 

Thank you for supporting a local 
family-owned company!

Honest Plumbing at a Fair Price.

402-575-0102 
www.bigbirgeplumbing.com

FAMILY OWNED

11602 West Center Road, Suite 100, Omaha, NE 68144

info@trupathhomecare.com
www.trupathhomecare.com
(402) 320-5329
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	Sunday, October 25
	7:30 AM   †   Don Schaefer (DB)
	9:00 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (JN)
	10:30 AM   †   Gene Zywiec (JN)
	6:00 PM   †   John Synowicki (DH)
	SI = Special Intention         † = Repose of the Soul
	DB = Fr. Dave Belt; JN = Fr. John Norman;
	AS = Fr. Andy Sohm; GO = Fr. Gary Ostrander; DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman
	Please note: Priest schedule subject to change
	If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please contact Melissa Payne in the parish office at mdpayne@stephen.org.

	Pray for deceased souls of our parish:
	Billie Watsabaugh, mother of Amy
	Anthony "Gene" Fees, husband of Susan

	Pray for those sick/injured/healing:
	Brandon Visek, son of Gary & Teri
	Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith
	Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane
	Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa
	Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf
	Cecelia Nelson, sister of Mary Spangler
	Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo
	Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave
	Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt
	Rocky Epperson, brother-in-law of Lisa Goldsmith
	Larry Comer, husband of Janie
	Rod Heng, husband of Carol
	Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy
	Chris Sievers & family
	Norman Thomas
	Jerry Smith
	Ron Rauart



	October is Respect Life Month
	Visit stephen.org/respect-life for all Respect Life Month Activities
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