
Pastor’s Message – From Father Dave
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 
greatest and first commandment. The second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

This sounds easy, doesn’t it? But when we try to take these 
simple, yet profound, words off the page and try to live them, we find very
quickly that loving God and neighbor totally is difficult work. The Pharisees
have come before Jesus to ask a question that they hope will trip Him up.
They want to find a reason to put Him to death, so they ask, “Which
commandment in the Law is the greatest?” Jesus’ response is one that no
one can argue against. All of the teachings of Scripture and Church can be
summarized in these two directives: Love God and your neighbor as
totally and as completely as you can.

The only way that we can even attempt to love our neighbor is if we first
have a deep, loving relationship with God. If we don’t make time for God
in our life, we aren’t going to make time to love and care for one another.
Everything we do depends upon the relationship that we build with our
heavenly Father.

“Welfare is for a purpose. Christian love is for a person.” –Mother Teresa
of Calcutta

In Christ,
Father Dave

St. Stephen the Martyr is a Community for All
Take the next step on your faith journey today! 

We want every parishioner to experience God’s personal love each time
they step onto our campus. Jesus has given each of us a unique mission,
and no matter where you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join
together to accomplish God’s plan for our parish.
Take the next step for you! Scan the QR to take the Parish 
Connection & Involvement Survey to let us know how you 
would like to get involved this year. We will reach out to you 
with options to use your gifts and talents moving forward. 

October 25, 2026

Pray & Worship
Mass Schedule
   Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
   Saturday at 8:15 AM*
 

   Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
   9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM 
*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) 
and our website.
Private Prayer
  Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open     
  6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-7:30 PM   
  Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors   
  are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM   
  on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available   
  24/7 via door access code: 9675*
Exposed Adoration
  Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the   
  month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space

Contact Us
Parish Office:
   Phone: (402) 896-9675  
   Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2
   Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. John Norman
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675 | stephen.org
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


School News
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

Fall Family Frolic: Join us at Vala’s Pumpkin Patch on Monday,
October 26  from 11 AM-4 PM for our annual Fall Family Frolic,
hosted by our Home & School Association. Your family is responsible
for admission at the door, no advance ticket purchase is required. We
have the Jack O’Lantern Party Barn reserved for a SSM meet-up space
and we’ll provide s’mores from 1-3 PM! Wear your SSM spirit or
Martyr Marathon shirt, grab your friends and join us for lots of St.
Stephen family fun!

th

Religious Education
Trunk or Treat: Thanks to everyone for an amazing event. We are
especially grateful to the 28 families who hosted cleverly decorated
Halloween trunks and provided treats for over 800 attendees! It was a
success due to all the wonderful volunteers and the gracious gifting
of treats for the event.  
Raise some “dough” for Religious Education! The Rel. Ed.
department is selling frozen cookie dough from The Cookie 

      Company now through November 11 . Scan the QR codeth

      to order online!   
RSVP for Rel Ed Family Mass Oct. 27  & 28 : All Religious Education
families are asked to celebrate Mass together at 5:30 PM on Tuesday
or Wednesday. Following Mass, families will gather in the Dining
Room for a Pizza & Potluck dinner. Please RSVP and sign up

th th

      to bring a side dish or to volunteer by scanning this QR code: 
      This event replaces regular classes this week. Please join us
      on whichever evening works best for your entire family!

Youth Ministry
Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us on
Wednesday, October 28  from 8-9:30 PM in the Parish Center. All 9 -
12  graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Learn more at
stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.

th th
th

Middle School Youth Group: All 6 -8  graders are invited to Middle
School Youth Group on Tuesday nights from 6:30-8 PM! No Youth
Group October 27  due to RE Family Masses. Learn more at
stephen.org.

th th
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Pray & Worship
Reconciliation
   Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM 
 

Baptism
   Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are   
   required to attend a preparation class. Contact the 
   parish office for information or visit: 
   stephen.org/sacraments.
 

Matrimony
  Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months  
  prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
  office for more information.
 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist
  Contact the parish office to make arrangements.
 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation
  Contact Brooke Keller, Director of Evangelization, at 
  (402) 861-4507 or bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Your financial support is vital to the
well-being of our church and school.
To make a gift simply scan the QR
code or go to stephen.org/give.
Offertory envelopes may also be
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street,
Omaha, NE 68135.

Financial Stewardship
Offertory & Online Giving 10/13-10/19/2026:
    
 
          Actual:                                  $74,609
          Budget:                                $52,688
 
          FYTDA:                                 $771,271
          FYTDB:                                 $843,011

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30
 

 Thank you for your generous giving! 

Congratulations, Newly Baptized!
Elizabeth Karen Cordes, daughter of Paul and Madalyn

Olivia Ann Dollard, daughter of Gregory and Jennifer
Wyatt Charles Schmitt, son of Michael and Hali

Congratulations, Newly Married!
 Dru Adair and Madison Hayes

Our faith community wishes you many blessings!

https://stephen.org/witness
https://stephen.org/
http://stephen.org/sacraments


Vote for Life this November
Catholics are called to protect human life while recognizing other issues that
uphold human dignity. As we evaluate candidates and ballot issues, we should
form our consciences through Church teaching and promote the common
good. Scan the QR code below to view the Voter Guide and learn where 
candidates stand on life issues. Printed copies are also available
in the Gathering Space after Masses this weekend.

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim
Christ. Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more

about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Brooke Keller at bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Join our Parish Family
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 



 Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7.
The code for access is 9675*.

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com

or (712) 551-6293. 

“A Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration is
the best way to grow spiritually (outside

of Mass).” — St. Pope Paul VI

Question: Is Halloween a pagan holiday
or a Catholic one?

Answer: The short answer: nowadays, a
little bit of both. But it wasn’t always that
way. Halloween and All Saints’ Day are
closely connected. In the 800s, the
Catholic Church began celebrating All
Saints’ Day. It was originally called All
Hallow’s Day or Hallowmas. The
celebration began early on All Hallows’
Eve. But if Halloween is really about the
saints in all their victorious glory, where
do we get haunted houses, costumes,
and pranks? 

All Saints’ Day became associated with
the other deceased rather quickly.
November 2  is All Souls Day, where we
pray for the souls in purgatory.
Throughout the European world,
especially with the Celtic and Germanic
peoples, the dead were honored in the
autumn months. The Celtic pagan
celebration of Samhain had its own folk
rituals and occurred around the same
time as these Catholic feast days. 

nd

Within the last few hundred years, this
included dressing in disguise and going
door to door, asking for food in exchange
for a rhyme or poem. Some people
masqueraded as “dark” spirits and pulled
pranks on others. Today’s celebration of
Halloween tends to take on these later
practices, rather than the original
meaning of celebrating the saints. But
remember … this feast was Catholic first!
©LPi

What Do We Do in
Adoration?
Scan to Learn More 
with Fr. Josh Johnson



Pray for deceased souls of our parish:

Pray for those sick/injured/healing:
Brandon Visek, son of Gary & Teri
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith 
Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane 
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf
Cecelia Nelson, sister of Mary Spangler
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo 
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt
Rocky Epperson, brother-in-law of Lisa Goldsmith 
Larry Comer, husband of Janie
Rod Heng, husband of Carol 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy
Chris Sievers & family
Norman Thomas
Jerry Smith
Ron Rauart

Dennis Anderson, husband of Michele
Bill Eischeid, brother of Ruth Rue

How can we pray for YOU?
You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer

request at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793. 

Weekly Prayer Mass Intentions
Saturday, October 24
   8:15 AM   †   Don Schaefer (JN)
   5:00 PM   SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
Sunday, October 25
  7:30 AM   †   Don Schaefer (DB)
  9:00 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (JN)
10:30 AM   †   Gene Zywiec (JN)
  6:00 PM   †    John Synowicki (DH)
Monday, October 26
  6:30 AM   †   David Ward (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Nellie Kurtz (JN)
Tuesday, October 27
  6:30 AM   †   Betty Caldwell (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Gina Zaner (DB) 
 

Wednesday, October 28
  6:30 AM   †   Charley Bacon, Sr. (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Anna Marie Plambeck (DB)
Thursday, October 29
  6:30 AM   †   John Demyan (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Theresa Bellus (DB)
Friday, October 30
  6:30 AM   †   Anne Demyan (JN) 
  8:15 AM   †   Brian Keenan (DB) 
Saturday, October 31
   8:15 AM   †   Tim Rourke (DB)
  5:00 PM   †   Florence Moseke (JN)
  

Sunday, November 1
  7:30 AM   †   Florence Moseke (JN)
  9:00 AM   SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
10:30 AM   †   John Palmer (DB)
  6:00 PM   †   Jindra Rinker (TBD)

SI = Special Intention         † = Repose of the Soul
DB = Fr. Dave Belt; JN = Fr. John Norman; 
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please
contact Melissa Payne in the parish office at
mdpayne@stephen.org.

Observances for the week of
October 25, 2026
Sunday:            30  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

  
Wednesday:    Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles
           

Saturday:            All Hallow’s Eve 

Next Sunday:   All Saints; Daylight Saving Time Ends;  
                            National Vocation Awareness Week            

http://stephen.org/prayer-line


Scholarship Opportunity: The Omaha Urban Area of Catholic Women
(OUCCW) offers a $500 scholarship and a $250 honorable mention
award for Catholic high school senior girls. The winning application will
also compete for a $750 archdiocesan scholarship. Applications are
available through high school guidance counselors and must be mailed
to Cathy Vak, 3255 S. 77th Street, Omaha, NE 68124, by January 15 ,
2027. Questions? Call (402) 391-0484.

th

Community News

“The Way” through Grief: If you or someone you love are going
through the journey of grief, Catholic Cemeteries is offering a grief
seminar “The Way” through Grief. This seminar consists of six two-hour
sessions beginning at 10:30 AM on Saturday November 14  through
December 19 . Through prayerful reflection and guided fellowship, we
offer a journey from life in grief to the life our Lord wishes for each of
us. To register or for more information, contact Deacon Jim Tardy at
402-391-3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com. Catholic Cemeteries, our
Faith is at the heart of all that we do!

th

th

Our Little Saints: Infertility, Miscarriage & Infant Loss Support
Group: St. Charles Borromeo invites men and women experiencing
infertility, miscarriage, or infant loss to a support group on November
5  at 7 PM in the Parish Life Center. Fr. Jeff Loseke will share a
reflection on “God’s Providence in the Midst of Infertility, Miscarriage,
and Infant Loss,” followed by time for questions and discussion. For
more information, visit www.stcharlesomaha.org/ols

th

OACCW Fall Meeting on Nov. 10: All women are invited to the
OACCW Fall Meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 10, at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Pierce, Nebraska. Registration begins at 9:30 AM with a $10
fee covering coffee, rolls and lunch. Enjoy a day of prayer, fellowship
and an afternoon presentation by Karen Marshall on shrines leading
to the 2026 NCCW Convention. Please RSVP by Nov. 1 to Karen
Marshall at karenlmars@gmail.com or 402-841-8526.

mailto:jtardy@catholiccem.com
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