
Pastor’s Message – From Father Dave
"The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.
Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish
ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with them,
but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps.”

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the ten virgins waiting
for the bridegroom. Five are prepared with oil for their lamps, and five are
not. The difference isn’t that some were good and others were bad. The
difference is that some were ready and some were not.

The Christian life isn’t lived in fear of Christ's coming at the end of time,
but in joyful expectation of it. Every day is an opportunity for us to deepen
our relationship with the Lord through prayer, the sacraments, acts of
charity, and faithful perseverance in the ordinary moments of life. The
"oil" in our lamps can’t be borrowed at the last minute; it is built little by
little through a life lived with Christ.

None of us knows the day or the hour when the Lord will call us. Yet that
shouldn’t make us anxious. Rather, it should inspire us to remain close to
Jesus each day, trusting that when He comes, He will find us watching,
waiting, and ready to welcome Him with joy.

As we continue through this month of November, remembering our
beloved dead, may we ask the Lord for the grace to keep our lamps
burning brightly with faith, hope, and love.

"Let us run while we have the light of life, lest the darkness of death
overtake us." –Saint Benedict

In Christ,
Father Dave

November 8, 2026

Pray & Worship
Mass Schedule
   Daily: Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM & 8:15 AM*; 
   Saturday at 8:15 AM*
 

   Weekend: Saturday at 5:00 PM; Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
   9:00 AM, 10:30 AM* & 6:00 PM 
*These Masses are live-streamed on our Facebook
page (facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha) 
and our website.
Private Prayer
  Daily Mass Chapel and Worship Space are open     
  6 AM-9 PM Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-7:30 PM   
  Saturday & 6:30 AM-7:30 PM Sunday. Church doors   
  are locked during school Mass from 8:20-9:05 AM   
  on Tues/Wed/Fri. The Adoration Chapel is available   
  24/7 via door access code: 9675*
Exposed Adoration
  Mondays from 7 to 8 PM and on first Friday of the   
  month from 9 AM to 2:30 PM in the Worship Space

Contact Us
Parish Office:
   Phone: (402) 896-9675  
   Emergency: (402) 896-9675 ext. 2
   Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, M-F
 

Pastor: Fr. David Belt
Associate Pastor: Fr. John Norman
 

Staff Contact Info: stephen.org/staff
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 5 PM
Submit requests to Rachel at r.cooley@stephen.org. 

16701 “S” Street, Omaha, NE 68135 | (402) 896-9675 | stephen.org
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 

Pray for our Priests & Seminarians! 
National Vocation Awareness Week is an annual
week-long celebration dedicated to promoting
vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and
consecrated life through prayer and education,
and to renew our prayers and support for those
who are considering one of these particular
vocations. Please pray for many people to
answer God’s call to serve others in this
particular way. Stop by the table in the
Gathering Space to learn more about the
seminiarians from our parish, Levi Reidel &
Michael Baumert. St. Charles Borromeo,
patron saint of seminarians, pray for us!

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCatholicChurchOmaha/
http://stephen.org/staff/
mailto:r.cooley@stephen.org


School News
United in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, community, and learning.

Veterans Day Assembly: We will gather to honor Veterans 
      in our school family. School family members who have 
      served or are serving are invited to attend and be honored. 
      A reception will follow. Scan the QR code to RSVP. Thank you 
      for your service! 

Religious Education
Cookie Dough Pick-up: If you selected this week for order pick-up,
your cookie dough will be available for you after class in the school
commons. Please note that we do NOT have space to store frozen
dough, so orders must be collected at the date/time you specified on
your order. Thank you!
Last week to drop off order forms:  All online and paper orders
must be submitted by Wednesday Nov. 11 ! Final cookie dough
pickup will be after designated classes on November 17 /18 . Thank
you for raising “dough” for Religious Education at St. Stephen the
Martyr!
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Confirmation Sponsor Encounter: 8  graders are invited to bring
their sponsors to a mini retreat at SSM on either Friday evening,
November 13 , or Saturday morning, November 14 . This is a
wonderful opportunity for students and sponsors to connect as they
continue their spiritual journey toward Confirmation next spring. (A
parent may attend in place of a sponsor who is unavailable.) For
questions, please contact Christie at cahinton@stephen.org.
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Youth Ministry
Witness Wednesdays: Youth Night for High Schoolers: Join us on
Wednesday, November 11  from 8-9:30 PM in the Parish Center. All
9 -12  graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday! Learn more
at stephen.org/witness-Wednesdays.
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Middle School Youth Group: All 6 -8  graders are invited to Middle
School Youth Group on Tuesday nights from 6:30-8 PM! Join us
November 10  to spend time with friends, grow in your faith, and
have fun! Learn more at stephen.org.
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                 During Domestic Violence 
                 Awareness Month, help us   
                 “Lick Family Violence”!
A second collection for Safe Homes will take place
at all Masses November 6 -7 . A ministry of the
Notre Dame Sisters, Safe Homes supports local
women and children escaping domestic violence.
Through its Keeping On Program, Safe Homes
provides assistance with rent, utilities, food, and
connections to community resources as women
transition to independent living. Your 

th th

generosity helps women and children
build a safe, stable future. Scan the 
QR code to give online. Thank you for 
your support!

Thank You: Food Pantry donations
                        We would like to extend a heartfelt   
                        thank you to the generous  
                        parishioners and Knights of
Columbus for your generous support of the SSM
Food Pantry through the First Saturday drop off! 

To donate to the Food Pantry, drop off items to the
Food Pantry cart in the foyer of the Parish Center
anytime. There is also a curbside drop-off event
every first Saturday of the month thanks to our
Knights of Columbus. Our Food Pantry provides aid
to area families experiencing food insecurity.   

Pray & Worship
Reconciliation
   Tuesday: 5:30-6:30 PM & Saturday: 3:30-4:45 PM 
 

Baptism
   Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays. Parents are   
   required to attend a preparation class. Contact the 
   parish office for information or visit: 
   stephen.org/sacraments.
 

Matrimony
  Preparation for Marriage begins at least 6 months  
  prior to the desired wedding date. Contact parish 
  office for more information.
 

Anointing of the Sick & Homebound Eucharist
  Contact the parish office to make arrangements.
 

Becoming Catholic! Order of Christian Initiation
  Contact Brooke Keller, Director of Evangelization, at 
  (402) 861-4507 or bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Your financial support is vital to the
well-being of our church and school.
To make a gift simply scan the QR
code or go to stephen.org/give.
Offertory envelopes may also be
mailed to our office: 16701 S Street,
Omaha, NE 68135.

Financial Stewardship
Offertory & Online Giving 10/27-11/2/2026:
 
          Actual:                                  $37,943
          Budget:                                $53,190
 
          FYTDA:                                 $910,621
          FYTDB:                                 $948,889

St. Stephen the Martyr operates on a Fiscal Year from July 1—June 30
 

 Thank you for your generous giving! 

https://stephen.org/witness
https://stephen.org/
http://stephen.org/sacraments


St. Stephen Parish Diaper Drive
Donates 13,000 Diapers to
Local Organizations
Thanks to the generosity of St. Stephen the
Martyr parishioners, this year's diaper drive
was a tremendous success, collecting
13,000 diapers and exceeding its original
goal! In less than two weeks, the parish
came together to make a meaningful
difference for families in need throughout
the community.

The donations were distributed to five local
pregnancy and family support
organizations: Bethlehem House, EPS,
Mater Filius, Women's Care Center, and
Guiding Grace. Representatives from St.
Stephen had the opportunity to personally
deliver the diapers, tour each organization,
meet with staff, and spend time in prayer.
Several of the visits included time in the
organizations' chapels.

This effort was made possible through the
support of the entire parish community,
including the school, religious education
programs, the Cub Scouts, and all who
contributed. The drive also received
additional support through more than $700
in second collection contributions and
other donations over the two-week period.
Community awareness was further
strengthened through an interview on
Spirit Catholic Radio.

A special thank-you to parishioners who
delivered the diapers to these
organizations.

Thank you to everyone who donated,
volunteered, and helped spread the word.
Your generosity is a beautiful reminder of
what we can accomplish together in
support of life and families in our
community!

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim
Christ. Welcome visitors and newcomers! Scan the QR Code if you would like to register as a parishioner. To learn more

about ways you can get involved & grow closer to Christ, contact Brooke Keller at bnkeller@stephen.org. 

Join our Parish Family
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all people to encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ. 



 Join us in the quiet to worship Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.

Mondays | 7 PM | Worship Space
 

Join us in the Adoration Chapel 24/7.
The code for access is 9675*.

To sign up for a regular Holy Hour, please
contact Glea at gleahamik@hotmail.com

or (712) 551-6293. 

"A Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
is the best way to grow spiritually
outside of Mass." - St. Pope Paul VI

Question: Why do Catholics light candles
in church? 

Answer: Candles have been part of the
Church’s worship from the earliest times.
In the days before electricity, candles and
oil lamps were the ways that people
lighted buildings. Even today, we often
still depend on candles during power
outages, relying on their flickering flames
to bring light into the dark.

Like our ancestors, we also light candles
on special occasions. Think about a
festive family meal or a romantic dinner
for two — there will often be candles on
the table, special objects for a special
event. We light candles on birthday cakes
and carry them in processions. We also
place candles at makeshift memorials
that appear when there has been an
accident or act of violence. In these
moments, their light casts aside a
different kind of darkness — the darkness
of grief, fear, and death. 

The custom of the early Christians lighting
candles and lamps at the tombs of the
martyrs gave way to the practice of
having candles at Mass, honoring the
sacredness of the celebration. 

As Christians decorated their worship
spaces with statues and icons, they would
burn candles in front of sacred images
and the relics of the saints, basically
“shining a light” on what they held to be
sacred. When pilgrims would visit these
shrines, they would often bring candles to
light before the image or relic. These
candles came to be a symbol of the
person, and their prayer and the burning
these candles came to be understood as
an extension and continuation of the
prayer that was offered. What began as a
practical way to provide light has come to
be a symbol of the hopes, desires, loves,
losses, fears, and faith of everyday
Christians offering their prayers to God
and his saints. ©LPi

Book of Remembrance
Remember your loved ones this
November 
The month of November is the
traditional month in our Liturgical Year to
remember the faithful departed in a
special way. During the month of
November, a Book of Remembrance will
be placed on the welcome table in the
Gathering Space. We invite
parishioners to inscribe the names of
their loved ones in the Book of
Remembrance as a reminder to us of
the importance of our prayers for
these Holy Souls throughout the year.

Honoring Our Heroes
The St. Stephen’s Knights of Columbus
4  Degree will honor parishioners and
their families who have served or are
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces or as
First Responders. Names and dates of
service will be collected at Masses Nov.
7 -8 . A “Field of Flags” will be displayed
on campus Nov. 6 -12  in honor of
these heroes and Veterans Day. All are
invited to join the Knights for a Rosary
following the 6:30 AM Mass on
Wednesday, Nov. 11 , as we thank our
veterans for their service.
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th th

th th

th



Pray for deceased souls of our parish:

Pray for those sick/injured/healing:
Brandon Visek, son of Gary & Teri
Lawrence Boettcher, husband of Judith 
Jerry Armbrust, husband of Jane 
Trish Gappa, wife of Brian Gappa
Isaac Speed, grandson of Jeff & Marlene Stumpf
Cecelia Nelson, sister of Mary Spangler
Zongo Gisele, wife of Alexis Yaméogo 
Brenda Kreber, wife of Dave 
Maurice O’Toole, brother of Sharon Pratt
Rocky Epperson, brother-in-law of Lisa Goldsmith 
Larry Comer, husband of Janie
Rod Heng, husband of Carol 
Molly Felker, daughter of Mike and Stacy
Chris Sievers & family
Norman Thomas
Jerry Smith
Ron Rauart

Billie Watsabaugh, mother of Amy
Dennis Anderson, husband of Michele
Bill Eischeid, brother of Ruth Rue

How can we pray for YOU?
You are not alone! St. Stephen has prayer warriors who are ready to pray
for YOUR intention! God has given us this incredible gift to intercede on
behalf of others through prayer and thanksgiving! Submit your prayer

request at stephen.org/prayer-line or call Beth at (402) 669-4793. 

Weekly Prayer Mass Intentions
Saturday, November 7
   8:15 AM   †   Max Rocha (JN)
   5:00 PM   †   John Synowicki (DB)
Sunday, November 8
  7:30 AM   †   Mary Grohmann (JN)
  9:00 AM   †   Joyce Murphy (JN)
10:30 AM  SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
  6:00 PM   †   Rich Benda (AS)
Monday, November 9
  6:30 AM   †   Rich Benda (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Lewis Storm (JN)
Tuesday, November 10
  6:30 AM   †   Bill Knudsen (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Michael Strehle (DB) 
 

Wednesday, November 11
  6:30 AM   †   Charlie Hough (JN)
  8:15 AM   †   Don Schaefer (DB)
Thursday, November 12
  6:30 AM   †   Charlie Hough (DB)
  8:15 AM   †   Samuelson & Mathine Families (DB)
Friday, November 13
  6:30 AM   SI  Carley, Keith, Zoe, & Maisie Spargo (JN) 
  8:15 AM  SI  Fr. Andy Sohm (DB) 
Saturday, November 14
   8:15 AM   †   Bernard & Dean Rempe (DB)
  5:00 PM   †   Marcy Lackovic (JN)
  

Sunday, November 15
  7:30 AM   †   Michael Bazant (JN)
  9:00 AM   †   Florence Moseke (DB)
10:30 AM  SI  People of St. Stephen the Martyr (DB)
  6:00 PM   †   Fern Devitt (JN)

SI = Special Intention         † = Repose of the Soul
DB = Fr. Dave Belt; JN = Fr. John Norman; 
DH = Fr. Denny Hanneman; AS = Fr. Andy Sohm

Please note: Priest schedule subject to change 

If you’d like to reserve a Mass intention, please
contact Melissa Payne in the parish office at
mdpayne@stephen.org.

Observances for the week of
November 8, 2026
Sunday:                       32  Sunday in Ordinary Time   nd

       
Monday:                      The Dedication of the Lateran   
                                       Basilica

Tuesday:                     St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor 
                                      of the Church   

Wednesday:              St. Martin of Tours, Bishop; 
                                      Veterans Day

Thursday:                   St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr 

Friday:                               St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 

Next Sunday:               33  Sunday in Ordinary Time           rd

http://stephen.org/prayer-line


Scholarship Opportunity: The Omaha Urban Area of Catholic Women
(OUCCW) offers a $500 scholarship and a $250 honorable mention
award for Catholic high school senior girls. The winning application will
also compete for a $750 archdiocesan scholarship. Applications are
available through high school guidance counselors and must be mailed
to Cathy Vak, 3255 S. 77th Street, Omaha, NE 68124, by January 15 ,
2027. Questions? Call (402) 391-0484.
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Community News

“The Way” through Grief: If you or someone you love are going
through the journey of grief, Catholic Cemeteries is offering a grief
seminar “The Way” through Grief. This seminar consists of six two-hour
sessions beginning at 10:30 AM on Saturday, November 14  through
December 19 . Through prayerful reflection and guided fellowship, we
offer a journey from life in grief to the life our Lord wishes for each of
us. To register or for more information, contact Deacon Jim Tardy at
402-391-3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com. Catholic Cemeteries, our
Faith is at the heart of all that we do!
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OACCW Fall Meeting on Nov. 10: All women are invited to the
OACCW Fall Meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 10, at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Pierce, Nebraska. Registration begins at 9:30 AM with a $10
fee covering coffee, rolls and lunch. Enjoy a day of prayer, fellowship
and an afternoon presentation by Karen Marshall on shrines leading
to the 2026 NCCW Convention. Please RSVP by Nov. 1 to Karen
Marshall at karenlmars@gmail.com or 402-841-8526.

Prayer Shawl Meeting 
Wednesday, November 11  th

9:15 AM | Parish Center 
Gather, pray and make Prayer
Shawls/Blankets to be given to
persons experiencing crisis in
their life. The group meets the
second Wednesday of each
month from 9:15-11 AM in the
Parish Center. Questions?
Contact: Kathy Stodola at (402)
981-1592. If you would like to
help but can’t knit, tie or crochet
— this group is seeking
donations of yarn, fleece, or gift
cards from Hobby Lobby.
Donations can be dropped off
to Colleen in the Parish Center. 

mailto:jtardy@catholiccem.com
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